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TO 1 * 
HOLY COMMUNION. 


Wherein is ſhewn to the meaneſt Capacity, 


The Nature and End of the SACRAMENT of 


the LOR D's-SUPPER; The Obligation 
to frequent it; The Inſufficiency of the Ex- 
cuſes uſually brought for abſenting from it; 
The proper Diſpoſitians for receiving it; And 
the Advantages of a worthy Reception : 


With A particular Addreſs to 8 ERYVANTS. 


To which are acded, 


Paris, Taankscivincs, Morra TIONS, and 
Dixcrioxs, to aſſiſt the Dewout Chriflian i in che 
cue Diſcharge of that Great Duty, 


By a Layman ; Member of the "HET for the 


Propagation of the GosPeL in Foreign Parts, 
and or Promoting CHRISTIAN KNOWLEDGE. 


= The Fifth K6TTION. 


Come, is of my Bread, and arink of the Fs ine hich 


1 have mingled, Prov. ix. 5. 


E N D 6 N: 
Printed for BEN I. Dop, Bookſeller to 
The Society for Promoting Chriſtian Knowledge ; 
at the Bible and Key in Ave Mary. Lane, 
near St. Paul's, = 
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The Honoured Mrs. Thorntm. 
(The worthyLady of Robert hornton, Eſq; 
8 58 "OTH. - 
Conſtant Attendants at the Lox D's 7 able; ; 


Both ſhining Examples 
OF ALL 


Conjugal, Social, and ChriſtianVirtues) 


Tuns Dis co 


Particularly intended 


For the Uſe of the Poor of Clapbam, 


i whom the is a great and conſtant BenefaQreſs, 
5 
With the utmoſt Reſ pect and Veneration, 
Inſcribed by the AU THOR: 
Who wiſhes her an Increaſe of Health, 
And an Abundance 


Nivember 15, 1746. 


of all earthly and FRY: Bleſſings 


* 


| Gooh.———And think it not too much Trouble. | 


are not able to read ä 2 


R ara, 


IF me aft receive any Venefie « or - Satif: 

faction by this little Book, (which is 
chiefly = from our moſt eminent 
Divines,) lend it to thy Neighbour for bis 


to alſiſt thoſe Perſons in the Uſe of it, who 
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H 5 great Neceſſity and Advantage 


ae a true Senſe of this Duty, 


and aſſiſt them in the Performance of it; 
chiefly thoſe of a lower and meaner Rank, 


into whoſe Hands this little Tract may be moſt 


likely to fall, and for whoſe Uſe in particular, 
it is more eſpecially made publick. It is my 


Deſign, firſt of all, to offer a few Conſidera- 


tions upon this Subject, and then to add ſome 
ſuitable Devotions, for the Help and Aſſiſtance 


of ſuch as want, and think fit to uſe them. 


The Conſiderations would propoſe, reſpect 


F'r/t, The Inſtitution of the Lord's Supper, 
Secondly, The Obligations to frequent it. 


Thirdly, The proper Diſpoſitions for re- 
ceiving it. 


cuſes urged for the Neglect of it. 


vout Performance of . 


B 1 Add-- 


i 4 's 1h duly frequenting the Lord's Supe 
| 1 per has inclined me, to throw in 
q 2 y Mite to awaken in Chriſtian 


Fuurthly, The Infufficiency of ſome Ex- 
 Fifthly, and laſtly, The anne of a de- 
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I. And firſt for the Inſtitution itſelf. 
There is no better way of explaining this, 
than by ſhewing what the inſpired Writers have 
recorded concerning it. The moſt compleat 
as well as ſhorteſt View of the whole, may 
be taken, by throwing together, what we 
read of it in the New Tefament, in ſome ſuch 
Manner as here follows:: #2 
: The Lord Feſus, in the ſame Night that he 
was betrayed, took Bread, and giving Thanks, 


bleſſed it, and brake it, and gave it io his Dif- 


ciples, ſaying, Take, eat, this is my Body, which 


7s given ber you: Do this in Remembrance of 


me. Likewiſe, vers Supper he took the Cup, 
and when he had given Thanks, he = it to 


them, ſaying, Drink ye All of this, for this is 


my Blood of the New Teſtament (or Covenant) 
which 15 ſhed for you and for many, for the Re- 
w1fſion of Sins : Do this, as oft as ye drink it, 


in Remembrance of me. 


What I ſhall here recommend to Obſerva; 


tion, is, the Circumſtance of Time in which 


our Lord inſtituted this holy Sacrament : It 


was the very Night in which he was betray'd: | 


Our Saviour waited till the Eve of his Cruci- 


fixion, before he preſcribed it; thus affection- 


ately cloſing a Life, which had been always 
employed in the Inſtruction and Edification of 


tain for them eternal Redemption, So critical 


a Ccnjuncture was excee.\ing proper, ſenſibly 
to affect the Hearts of his then dull Diſciples; | 


and 


Mankind, and which he was then going to | 
| offer up as a Sacrifice to God, in order to ob- 


y 
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and was, perhaps, for that very Reaſon, pitch'd 


pv don for the firſt Celeb tation of the Euchariſt. 
® ' The bleſſed Son of God, being willing to 


perpetuate his Church, ard to give to all ſuc- 
ceeding Chriſtians the Helps and Comforts 


which they ſtood in Need of, provides for 


them in the moſt gracious Manner by the In- 
ſtitution of this EE Sacrament. Being wholly 
taken up with the Deſire of eſtabliſhing an 
Ordinance that was to be ſo beneficial to 
Mankind; neither the killing Thought of that 
moſt ſhameful Part, one of his Diſciples (who 
was with him at the Table) was going to act, 


in betraying him; nor the Machinations of 
the Jews, who, he well knew, were at that 
Time in. deep Conſpiracy againſt his Life ; 


neither the amazing Agony he was to under- 
go in the Garden, nor the unparallel'd Igno- 
miny he was to ſuffer from the moſt abject of 


the People; all which Circumftaaces were 


Preludes to a moſt ſhameful, accutſed, and 


f cruel Death: None of theſe, I ſay, could di- 


vert his Attention from that moſt affectionate 
Purpoſe. With ſo ſtrong a Deſire did he de- 


te to cat this laſt Paſſwer with his Diſciples, - 
in order to have an Opportunity of ſubſtitut- 


ing in the Place of it a new one, which was 
to be infinitely more excellent in its Significa- 
tion and deſigned Effects! Ina Word, this 


| ' Sacrament appeared to him of ſuch ſingular 


Importance, as to- induce him to take upon 


' Himſelf the Care of appointing and ſettling it 
| | before be ſuffered, He did not leave it to his 


2 Diſciples 
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Diſciples to inſtitute ſome kind of Ceremony, 


whereby to remember their crucify's Maſter, 


altho' it is plain he left many important Things 


to be revealed to them by the Holy Ghoſt ; 
but he HIMSELF takes Bread and Wine, 
and having bleſſed them, that they might 
thereby repreſent his Body and Blood, he gives 


them to his dear Apoſtles; at the ſame Time 


adding this kind Injunction and Command, 
Do this in Remembrance of me: Acting, like 


thoſe tender and generous Friends, who, when © 
they are going to be ſeparated from us for _ 


any conſiderable Time, leave us their Picture, 


or ſome other precious Token of their Aﬀec- 
tion: Even ſo our bleſſed Lord, that his Diſ- 


ciples might not forget what Manner of Man 
he was, beſtows upon them, and through them 


upon all Believers, this divine Legacy of his 
Holy Supper, which, in ſome Meaſure, was 


to ſupply his Abſence, and to bring Him al - 
ways to their Remembrance, till his coming 
again to Judgement. For, as St. Paul ſays to 
the Corinthians, As often as ye eat this Bread, 


and drink this Cup, ye do ſhrew forth the Lord's 
| Death till he come. So much for the Inſtitu- 


tion itſelf. J come now, as I propoſed, 


II. To conſider the ee eren all Chriſtians E 


lie under, to frequent the Lord's Supper. 


We are obliged to it in Point of indiſpen- ! 


ſible Duty, and in Obedience to a plain Pre- 


cept and Injunction of our bleſſed Saviour, that 
great I ato- giver, ꝛbho is able to ſave and deſtroy.- J 
Da this, ſay: he, in Remembrance ef me. Now | 

| 1 | whether 


Serre . EE an - * 


ſtill more direct; all Chriſtians ſtanding 8 
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whether we conſider this Command as given 
in Charge immediately to the Apoſtles, as 


ſuch, or as Repreſentatives of the Chriſtian 


People at large, the Precept muſt be acknow- 
jedged to be very obligatory and binding. In 


the firſt View, we ſce that he commanded 


his Apoſtles, and through them all ſucceeding 
Miniſters of the New Covenant, to do what 


he had done before tnem, v1z. to take Bread 


and Wine, to bleſs and diſtribute them. And 
if it be incumbent on Paſtors ſtrictly to fol- 


low and obſerve this Order, it can ſurely be 


no leſs the Duty of thoſe committed to their 


Care, to receive from them the conſecrated 


Elements, the Obligation being certainly mu- 
tual; for unleſs there be ſome to receive, 
there need none to adminiſter. In the latter 


View, the Obligation is equally binding, and 


in Need of that Sacrifice made by the Death 
of Chriſt, here to be remembered, and all 


equally bound to obey every Law, and Or- 


dinance of Chriſt. | 
But further: This Sacrament, as we know, 


owes its Origin to our Redeemer ; that is, to 


one who has infinitely obliged us; to one, who 


has redcemed us frem the Curſe of the Law, be- 


ing made a Curſe for us, who his own ſelf 


bare our Sins in his own Body on the Tree, by 
whoſe ſtripes we are healed ; and who inſtitut- 
ed it, as we have juſt now obſerved, in the 


molt affecting Conjuncture imaginable, when 
he was on the FO of offering up his Life for 


us 


6 We Friendly CALL. 


us: Sarely there ariſes from hence a moſt 
powerful Motive to the religious Diſcharge of 
it. Men uſe religiouſly to obſerve the Direc- 
tions of a dying Friend, and (unleſs it be very 
difficult and unreaſonable) perform what he 
vircets. O what regard ſhould we not then 
inew to the Requeſt of our beſt Friend, when 
he was preparing to offer up himſelf a Sa- 
c1ifice for us; to undergo, as we have been 


mentioning, the moſt grievous Pains and Suf- 
ferings, and to yield up himſelf to one of the 
worſt of temporal Deaths, that he might de- 
liver us from the moſt bitter Pains of eternal 


death? Had he bid us do ſome great Thing, 
would we not have. done it? How much rather. 
then, when he ſaith only, Fat O Friend, and 
arink O beloved ! in Remembrance of me. This 
laſt and dying Requeſt of our beſt Friend, I 
| fay, ſhould ſtick by us, and make a ſtrong 


Impreſſion upon our Minds; eſpecially, if we 


add thereto thoſeother Words of his, not long 
before his Death; Greater Love hath no Man 
than this, than that a Man lay dawn his Se 
his Friend: Ye are my Friends, if ye de what- 
faever I command you.——Is it not a wonder- 


ful Love that he has expreſſed to us, and wor- 


thy to be had in evcrla/ting Remembrance 
And what does he expect from us, but, by: 
way of thankful Acknowledgement, to-cele- 
brate the Remembrance of it, by the fre- 
quent Participation of this bleſſed Sacrament ? 


God forbid that we ſhould ever think a Com- 
ſuffered 


mand of the bleſſed ſeſus, who has done and 
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ſuffered ſo much for our Sakes, does not bring 
us under the ſtrongeſt Obligation to make a 
folemn Memorial of his unſpeakable Love, 
and the innumerable. Bleſſings he has pur- 
chaſed for us ! It is a certain Sign we have no. 
great Senſe of the Benefit, when we forget 
bim Days without Number. We ſhould 
be ſo far from negleQing this Ordinance, 
that we ſhould heartily thank God for every 


Opportunity he offers us, of thus ſhewing forth. 


bis Death, and our grateful Remembrance of 


it. Metbinks we ſhould long with holy Da- 


vid (who ſaw but the Shadow of theſe Bleſ-, 


ſings) to be /atisfied with the' good Things of. 


G00 s Houſe, and to compaſs his Altar; and. 


ſhould cry out with him, O when ſball I come; 


and appear before thee 9! My Soul longeth, yea, 
even fawnteth 17 the Courts of the Lord, and 
my Fleſh crieth far the living God Hud we, 


thcrefore, but a juſt Eſteem o "Things, we 


ſhould account it the greateſt Untoppineſs iu 
the Woild to be debarr'd of this Piviledye, 
which yet we do dcltbermtely and wake as 
refuſe to partake of. 


Should it be asked here; hou a are we 


then to receive the holy Sacrament ?'I anſwer,, 
the Scriptures have not determined this Point; 
neither have they declared how often we. muſt 
go to Church; nor how often we muſt give 
Alms; nor what Quantity of our Subſtance 
Ve muſt part with in Charity. Theſe Things, 
and many others of the like Kind, are and 
muſt be left to e out own Diſcretion, as well on 


B 4 Account 
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Account of the various Circumſtances of Life, 


wherein it was impoſſible to provide in one 
and the ſame way for all, as for a Trial of 
our Love to Chriſt, All therefore I would 
ſay on this Matter is, that I cannot but think 
it a very a Irregularity for any ſerious and 
religious Perſon to join in the other Parts of 
the Service, and to withdraw when the Sa- 
crament is adminiſtered. Ibis is as abſurd as 
It would be to go away in the middle of the 
Prayers, or Sermon, And it is owing purely 


to Cuſtom, that one is reckoned ſcandalous, 


and the other not ſo, In ſhort, the general 
Rule to be obſerved by all good Chriſtians is, 


to embrace every Opportunity that offers itſelf 


in the Place where they live, to remember 
their Saviour in the Way which he has ef- 
pecially appointed, „„ 

III. I proceed to my third Conſideration 


concerning the proper Diſpoſitions ſor receiv- 


ing the Lord's Supper. 
And here it will be neceſſary to have Re- 
courſe to the Words of the Inſtitution, Do 


this in Remembrance of me; for whoever re- 
members his Saviour in a due Manner, can- 


not fail of being acceptably admitted to his 


Table. Now altho' the Words, De this in 
Remembrance of me, do not expreſly men- 


tion how we are to remember Chriſt, it 1s 
evident, that this Command carries in it what- 
ever can be the Matter of a Commemoration ; 
for as it is not enough, when any Perſon de- 


fires us to remember him, to call to Mind | 
1 batel7 
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if this be conſiderably weigh'd, it cannot fail 2 
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barely that ſuch a Perſon once lived among us, 
without remembring alſo, what Manner of 
Man he was, and what he had done for us; 
ſo would it be a barren and fruitleſs Remem- 
brance of Chriſt, to remember merely that 
once this divine Perſon dwelt among us, with» 
out contemplating at the ſame Time, what 
the Apoſtles beheld; —- Hts Glory; the Glory 
as of the only legotten Son of God, full of 
Grace and Truth, Surely then, in order to 
remember him as we ought to do, we muſt 
not only conſider what he is in his own Na- 
ture, but alſo under thoſe ſeveral exalted and 
important Offices he is faid in Scripture to 
have taken on him, as our Prieſt, our Pro- 
fhet, and our Xing; and eſpecially under the 
ficſt of theſe, ſince one of the great Ends of 
this Holy Rite is declared to be, to /hew forth 
the Lord's Death, till he come, 15 
But as I have enlarged on theſe Particulars 


in the enſuing Devotions, I ſhall refer the 


Reader thereto, and here only give a brief 
Account of the pious Diſpoſitions, which the 
Remembrance of Chriſt is apt to excite, and 
ſhould ever be attended with; and thoſe are 
Repentance, Thankfulneſs, and Charity; all 
founded in a lively Faith in Chriſt's Death, 
and the Mercies offered us thro' Him. 

As to the firit; The Remembrance of 
Chriſt's Death bi ings naturally to our Minds 
the Cauſe of that Death; which was to be a 
Propitiation for the Sins of Mankind: Now, 
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of producing in us the ſtrongeſt Averſion to 
Sin, and ought to lead us to a true Repent- 
ance, Tn the Blood of Chriſt we fee our 


_ own Condemoation ; and in the bitter Suffer- 
ings he underwent, the due Reward of our 
evil Deeds. It is not poſſible to conceive, 


that a ſtronger Proof than this, could be ex- 
hibited of God's Hatred againſt Sin, and con-. 
ſequently, of the Obligation which lies upon 


us to avoid it. Had God indeed, out of his 
infinite Grace and Goodneſs, (ſuppoſing it to 
have been not inconfiſtent with his Attributes) 
freely vouchſafed a Pardon to all paſt Sins, 


without exacting any Satisfaction at all, or by 


accepting any ſuch inſufficient Satisfaction, as 
ſinful Men could have been capable of making, 


we muſt indeed have admired the exceed.ng- 


Abundance of his Mercy ; but at the ſame 


time, his infinite Hatred againſt Sin would not 
have been ſo clearly diſplay'd. But now that 
he witholds not his Son, his only Son from us, 


but delivers Him up for us All; whenat the ſame 
time, that he is pardoning the Sinner, he in- 
flicts the heavieſt Puniſhment of Sin, upon the 


beſt and moſt innocent Perſon that ever lived 


in the World (voluntarily ſubmitting to un- 
dergo theſe Sufferings for us). This is an 


abundant Proof, what a high and tender Con- 
cern God has for the Honour and Authority 


of his juſt and righteous Commandments : 
how great the Malignity and Danger of Sin 
is, (ſince he choſe rather that his own beloved 
Son ſhould bleed and die for it, than oo * | 
ou 
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mould go unpuniſhed) and conſequently, how 
great an Averſion we ought ever to have for it, 


hor it, as the moſt accurſed Thing. With- 


Fear of God, no Act of Devotion whatever 
can be pleaſing to Him; much leſs the moſt 
*Z ſolemn Part of it, The Communion. of the 
Body and Blood of Chriſt. We know that 
od heareth not Sinners; their very Prayers 
ars an Abomination. It is an Inſult rather than 
an Act of Devotion, to honour him with our 
Lips, when our Hearts are far from Him; and 
2 ſuch Hypocriſy ſhall receive the greater Con- 
demnation. It appears by the whole Tenor of 


RY 


the Goſpel, that without R-pentance we can 


therefore it is to no Purpoſe for us, in an unre- 
penting Condition, to partake of the ſolemn 
Commemoration of it; For tocome thus to the 


os Jeſus Chriſt for our Lord and Maſter, and that 
we ſubmit ourſelves to his Authority, and do 


thereby promiſe, virtually at leaſt, that we will 
always obey him: In which Declaration, it 


- 
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behoves us to be very ſerious and ſincere. 
Secondly, It is ſurely very natural to be 


touch'd: with the moſt ſenſible Gratitude in ap- 


3 proaching the. Lord's Table, where we call to 
our Remembrance the amazing and inexpreſſi- 
ble Love of Chriſt in laying down his Life 
1 1 for 
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1 ſo as to hate and forſake, to renounce and ab- 


out a firm Reſolution to perfe&? Holineſs in the 


have no Share in the Death of Chriſt, and 


: Lord's Table, is acting directly oppoſite to the 
7 Deſign of this holy Sacrament, which implies 
2 formal Declaration, that we acknowledge 


. 
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the moſt ſincere, the moſt tender Love to- 
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"Title to, are Benefits ſo great, ſo aſtoniſhing, 


deed, a Man need not have attain'd to an 
not only amongſt the polite and civiliz'd, but 
even among the molt ignora.. and barbarous 


as well as for us, our Saviour was pleaſed to 
offer up himſelf on the Croſs. No one, 
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for us, and the extraordinary and ineſtimable 
Effects of that Love, in the Benefit of our Re- 


demption : And ſurely our Commemoration of 


this great Lover of Souls muſt be very faint, 
and very lifeleſs, if it does not inflame us with 


wards Him, that has ſo loved us, as to give 
himſelf for us, and lay dawn his life for our 
Sakes, Fhe leaſt we can do on our Part, rs 
to love him, becauſe .be 60 loved us, The © 
dreadful Deſtruction he has delivered us from, 
the bleſled Inheritance he has purchaſed us a 


ſo much beyond all Poffibility of Requital, that 
we cannot but return him our moſt humble 
and hcaity Thanks for the ſame: And in- 


very great Degree of Perfection to do this. 
Our Saviour ſuppoſes this Affection to have a 
Place even among thoſe who had the leaſt Re- 
putation for Virtue in his Time. F you love 
them which love you, ſays he, what Reward 
have ye; do not even the Publicans the ſame © 
And it is well known, that Ingratitude has 
been every where condemn'd and abhorr'd, 


of all Nations, 3 end 
But thirdly, Another Diſpoſition. abſolutely 
requiſite on this Occaſion, is Charity : We 
muſt be in Charity with all Men, for whom 


that 
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that knows what Chriſt:anity is, can be igno- 


rant that Univerſal Benevolence is one of the 


"2 moſt eſſential, the moſt indiſpenſible Duties of 


that holy Religion, which the bleſſed Son of 


God came to preach to the World; and with- 


cout which, the warmeſt and moſt affectionate 


Commemoration can profit us nothing. This 


holy Sacrament breathes nothing but Love and 


Peace, Union and Concord ; and it is very 


® evident, that one main End of it was, to unite 


Chriſtians together by the Bands of Charity; 


Nl a Virtue, which our Saviour has carried to 
the utmoſt Height, and which he has made 


the diſtinguiſhing Marks and Badge of his true 
and genuine Diſciples. We know, that eat- 
ing and drinking together at the ſame Table, 
has always been eſteemed a Note of Friend- 
ſhip, and a Profeſſions of Kindneſs among 
Men : Itis the common Way of the World 
to compoſe Differences, to keep a Friend- 
lineſs in Neighbourhoods, and to beget En- 
dearment and mutual Love in all Fraternities, 
And according to St. Paul, ſpeaking of the Eat- 
ing of the /ame Bread in the Euchariſt, takes 
Occaſion from thence to demonſtrate the pe- 


culiar Union, which ought always to ſubſiſt 


between all the Members of Chriſt's Church : 
Becauſe the Bread (or Loaf) is One, Me, 
th (perſonally) many, are ONE Body; fer 
(as a Symbol of our Unity) We are All Par- 
takers of that One Bread. And it certainly 


becomes Chriſtians at all Times, and eſpeclal- 


ly at this heavenly Banquet, (where they are 


commemorating 


er mecoregt Nr 
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commemorating God's Mercy, and moſt ſtu- 
pendous Compaſſion, in forgiving us our moſt 
grievous Sins againſt his tremendous Majeſty) 
to look to it, that their Love be without Di/- 


| ſimulation, that they harbour no Envy or Re- 


venge, no Malice or Hatred, intheir Hearts, 
but that they be 4:ndly affedioned one to ano- 
ther with brotherly Love, in Honour preferring 
one another, —tender-hearted, fergiving one ano- 
ther, even as God for Chriſi's Sake hath for- 

iven them; remembering thoſe that are in Bonds, 
as bound with them, and. thoſe that ſuffer Ad- 


verſity, as being themſelves alſo in the Body, and 


ſtriving continually to improve and abound in 


every Branch and Inſtance of that Charity, 


which ſuffereth. long, and is kind, envieth not, 
vaunteth not "itſelf, is not puffed. up, doth not 


| behave itſelf unſeemly, feeketh not her own, ts 


not eaſily provoked, thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth 
not in Iniguity, but rejoiceth in the Truth; 
beareth all Things, believeth all Things, hopeth 
all Things, endureth all Things, and never 


| faileth 5 —but 1s the fulfilling of the Law upon 
Earth, and endureth for ever 75 Heaven. 0 


pheſe are the chief Diſpoſitions which re- 
ſult from a due Remembrance of Chriſt, and 


upon Which therefore we ought to examine 
outſelves before we come to the Euchariſt; 
and that not lightly, and after the Manner 


© of Diſſemblers with God, but ſo that we 
may come holy and clean to ſuch a heavenly 
© Feaſt, in the Marriage Garment requii'd by 


God in his, boly Goſpel, and be acceptably 


received at that holy Table. 80 


er 


- 


| X formance of all other Duties of the Chriſtian 
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5 far of the Diſpoſitions and Qualifications 
with which we ſhould come to the Lord's Ta- 
ble, and concerning which we ought to ex- 
amine ourſelves. 1 | 
IV. I proceed, in the forrth Place, to an- 
2 ſwer ſome Excuſes, and rectify ſome Miſtakes 
in this Matter. 


What has beenalready offered, plainly ſhews 
how groundleſs and vain that Excuſe is, which 


is commonly pleaded, for the Omiſſion of this 
Duty, viz. the want of ſufficient Time to 
prepare for it. The neceflary Qualifications 
(abovemention'd) for this Duty, are ſuch only 
in general, as are neceſſary to the right Per- 


Life, and without which we cannot be Chriſ- 
tians indeed, true Diſciples of JESUS CHRIST, 
It is a great Miftake to think, that theſe Quali- 
7 fications are to be acquired juſt when we at- 
tend on this Duty, and afterwards'to be no 
more regarded; but they ought to precede, to 


Endeavour to ſanctify ourſelves ſhould be the 
Juſineſs of our whole Lives; and the fame 
| Chriſtian Graces we are requir'd to bring with 


2 * F N 
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1 


practiſe at all Times, whether we come to 


GE 


the Sacrament or not. It is true, when we 


are about to receive, we ought to examine 
! ourſelves, and when we have Leiſure for it, 
! quicken our Devotion; and in the Solemnity 
itſelf put our Virtues in Motion, (if the Ex- 
preſſion may be uſed) by exerciſing them A 
* : : tae 


accompany and to follow it: For a continual 


us to this holy Sacrament, we are bound to 
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16 4 Frindy CALL t 
the beſt Manner we can, on the great Objects 


thankful Remembrance of Chriſt, and the Y 
| Inferences that naturally flow from it: But that 


Lives; in which, if there be but a Regularity 9 
to his Work, and to his Labour on Saturday, 


Preparation, is that given by St. Paul, 1 Cor. 


Exerciſe: And indeed it was not poſſible to 
do it, becauſe of the great Diverſity of Men's 1 


_ Whilſt at the ſame Time that he follows the 


truſts in God's Providence, and is content 


that preſent themſelves to our Minds, the 


hinders not, but the chief Preparation eon- 
ſiſis more in a good Life, than in the Devo» 7 
tion we have been uſing juſt before the Time 
of receiving. For indeed, the great Matter 
to be attended to, js the general Tenor of our 


and Evenneſs in well doing; if there be but 
an honeſt and good Heart, a Man may go fotrh 2. 


and be a good Communicant on Sunday. The t. 
only Precept we have relating to any previous 7; 


xi. 21. of examining ourſelves 5 But neither our 3 
Saviour nor his Apoſtles have told us how 
much Time ought to be ſpent in this religious 


States and Tempers, and the different Degrees git 
of Leiſure one Man enjoys above another. 

A Man who is placed in ſuch a low Station of 
Life, that he muſt earn his Bread by the con- 
ſtant Sweat of his Brow, would not anſwer 
the End of Providence, was he to paſs that 
Time in Retirement and Devotion, which he 
ought to employ in Labour for his Subſiſtence. 


Work of his Calling, and endeavours to pro- 
vide for his Family with honeſt Induſtry, and 


with 


F 
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With his Condition, he is in the Way of his 
Duty; and a faithful Diſcharge of that can 
1 never diſqualify him for the dacrament; on 
the contrary, he is then doing Service to the 
Lord, and is habitually prepared for all religi- 
® ous Duties. 

It is worth obſerving, that the Duty of re- 
© ceiving the Sacrament, is incumbent on all 
Ranks, High and Low, Rich and Poor, one 
soit h another; and therefore our bleſſed Lord, 
who enjoin'd the ſtriat Obſervation of it to 
n, muſt be ſuppoſed to require ſuch Prepara- 
tion for it only, as is conſiſtent with all Sta- 
tions of Life; and conſequently nothing that 
is above the Condition or Capacity of the 
meaneſt Perſon. And as we have abundant 
*Reaſon to believe that our Saviour intended it 
For a Part of ordinary Chriſtian Worſhip, ſo 
ve muſt needs conclude that he will ever ap- 
prove ſuch kind of Preparation, as is reſpec- 
Aively ſuitable to the various Ranks and Con- 
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"Freight, fo very laborious, but that therein a 
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— ways have Time enough to worſhip God, 
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| 'Qons, to examine the State of his Soul, and 
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| proach to the Lord's Table. The Forms of | 


are intended to help him in theſe Exerciſes. 


' Dreſs and Habit to be ſuch ; I mean Livery 
Servants, vety few of whom are ever ſeen at 3 


- behaviour, Oh! that both might ſee theit 


muſt give an Apcount to Go 
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by the Exerciſe of Repentance and Thankfel- | 2 
neſs, Faith, Hope, and Charity, prepar im- bs 
ſelf in the beſt Manner, for a worthy Ap- 7 


Examination, and the Devotions following, 


And here, perhaps, it may not be improper 
to add a Word or two concerning Servants, 9 
and particularly thoſe, who are known b their 


the Lord's Table. F 
Many of theſe, it is to be lamented, are 
ſcandalouſly wicked and prophane, and are 1 
ſometimes hardened in Wickedneſs, by che 
Example of thoſe, who muſt one Day be ac- 
countable in a great Meaſure, for their Miſ- 


Folly and Danger, and repent and amend} 
before it be too late ! But let not ſuch wicked 
Servants think themſelves ſafe, by charging? 
their Iniquities upon others, by imitating an) 
of a higher Rank, or following a Multitud:* 
to do Evil: Letthem remember that God has 
not given any Man Licence, much leſs laid any, ; 
one under a Neceſſity t9 /in; that every oy _ 
is bound to live in the Fear e 7 God here, and info 

himſe el here! men 


after; and that at the laſt an 43 ay thahnd 
Wicked, how great, or little, or mean ſoeveÞnd 
they be, ſhall be ſentenc'd to everlaſtin 
Fire, whilſt the Righteous only * be re Ions 
ceiv'd into Life eternal. 


lt 
itu⸗ 


Ani 


| And I would to God, that all Servants ® 
whether in Livery or otherwiſe, whether they 
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are Male or Female, might have their Eyes 
opened to diſcern what Obligations they are 
under to receive the Lord's Supper often ; 


and their Hearts awaken'd to conſider the 


great Iniquity and Danger of a groſs Neglect. 
Ils this a Duty incumbent only upon thoſe of 
 Þ bigher Rank ? Is it not the indiſpenſible 
Duty of every Rank and Station ? Is not every 
; ®Chriſtian bound to love and obey Jeſus Chriſt, 

and to remember him in his holy Ordinance? 
e Leiſure cannot be wanting for this Duty; for 

he whole Day is conſecrated for the Devotion 
when they are expected to perform it. And I 
need not add any Thing to what has been ſaid. 
about the Time to be employed in Prepara- 
tion. Many of thoſe to whom I now ſpeak, 


1d have too much upon their Hands, and it would 
ed be a double Advantage to them, to have ſome 
ng el it. employed to religious Purpoſes. But per- 
nyt 3 > 7 ps: 
11 If any. Servant ſhall here plead, that he does 


Pot receive th Sactament becauſe he is poor, and 
fannot give a: he would at the Offertory, I. would 
Inform him, dat the Alms collected at the Sacra · 
ment. are not Matter of Nereſſity, but of free Gift ; 
ind every one is to give according to his Ability, 
ind as he i, diſpaſed in his Heart. The pobr- id. 
o tau Mites are preferred to the richeſt Obla- 
ons of the Wealthy: And he that has nothing at 
ill to give, is invited freely to partake of theſe ſpi- 

Anf$'val Bleflings <virhout Money, and without Prices 
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haps ſome of the well -diſpoſed of this Claſs 
may ſay, *© That they would gladly lay hold % 

| of the Opportunities they have of, receiving 1 

| — the holy Sacrament, if the Maſters and 

| «© Miſtreſtcs they ſerve would but give them 1 

. „Leave, and countenance and encourage 


them in ſodoiag.” Jo ſuch Servants I ſay, 
beware of the unreaſonable and unwarrantable 3 
| Fear of Man : Be afraid of offending God; 
let Him be your Fear, and let Him be your ® 
Dread: Never let the Fear of Man lead you 

to neglect or tranſgreſs the Duty which you 
owe to God®, If your Maſters don't begin 
with you, and admoniſh you of your Duty, 
take Courage to ſpeak to them, and aſk their ® 
E Leave, 


mY 1 * 
1». 
. - 


* But as a truly conſcientious Servant would al. 
ways contrive to ſerve his Maſter which is in Heaw © 
en, in the Way that is leaſt inconvenient to his 

_ earthly one; ſo when his Attendance is indiſpenſib- 
ly required at Home, during the uſual Time of Di. 
vine Service, he may, in this great Town, have an? 
Opportunity to receive the Sacrament early on the 
Sunday Morning at the Chapel Royal at St. ame, 
St. Fames's Church, Whitehall Chapel, St. Martin 
in the Fields; or in the City at St. Anne's Alder, 

gate, St. Michael's Crooked Laue, or St. Mary |: | 

| Boaw, (where alſo it is adminiſtered on Holidays, 

it is likewiſe at St. Dun/tan's in the Weſt) Ano 
what I ſay here of the Sacrament, may be equal 


t | applied to the public Prayers and Sermons ; ſinci 
[ in this Town we have them, at different Churches 
1 earlier than the uſual Time in the Morning, ad 
lh 5 liter in che Evening. 
17 | 
I 
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perſuade myſelf we ſhould not hear ſo man 


ty with Greedineſs ? One would t 
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Leave, where that may be neceſſary. Don't 


ſay you are aſham'd : Conſider whether you 
have not more Boldneſs in leſſer Matters, and 


| whether it does not become you to have more 


Courage and Reſolution where your greateſt 
Intereſt is concerned? Be humble, and modeſt, 
and obliging, and depend upon it you will 
ive no Offence by ſuch a Freedom as this. — 
Bat I muſt beg Leave to add a Word to the 
Maſters themſelves : And I cannot but. wiſh, 
that even thoſe who appear to regard their 
Duty in other Points, would take this Mat- 
ter into their ſerious Conſideration. I need 
not tell them, that every Maſter of a Family 
muſt be in ſome Meaſure anſwerable for the 
religious Behaviour of his Family: He is to 
watch over and inſtruct, and admoniſh, and 
reprove his Children and Servants : He is to 
worſhip God with themin his Family, and to 
allow and require them to worſhip God in ſe- 
cret by themſelves, and in the publick Cor 
gregation, and particularly at the Lord's Ta- 
ble. If Maſters diſcharged this Duty faith- 
fully in taking this Care of their Servants, I 


Complaints of their Miſbehaviour. But if ; 
they who ſhould inſtru and direct them bet- 


ter, neglect their Charge; much more, if 

become Examples of Lewdneſs and pooh? 
neſs z what Wonder is it if ſuch uninſtructed 
uncultivated Souls are eaſily captivated, and 
led away with divers. Luſts, to eommit Iniqui- 


hink that 
Maſters 


22 A Frimdy CALL 1. 
Maſters for their-own Intereſt and Security, 
if they look' c no farther, ſhould take a little 


more Care of their Servants: And the ſhock- | | 


ing Inſtances we have lately had of Robbery 
and Murder, committed by Servants, ſhould 
awaken Maſters to conſider the Neceflity of 
inftilliog good Principles into their Depend- 


_ ents, and of endeavouring all the Ways they 


are able, to plant the Fear of God in their 
Hearts, and a firm Belief of a Judgment to 
come, which may engage them to refram from 
every evil May, and ta keep a Conſcience void of 
Offence towards God and towards Man: Thoſe 

alters and Miſtreſſes who have any Senſe of 
Religion themſelves, muſt eſpecially. ſee the 


Neceſſity of ſuch a Conduct; and will cer- 


tainly be pleaſed to encourage and improve all 
the good Inclinations they can diſcover in their 
Servants: And they will excuſe me, if I en- 
treat and. beſeech them to conſider the Baſh- 


fulneſs ana Backwardneſs of Servants in theſe 
Matters, and to condeſcend to be their Moni- 


tors, and to convince and perſuade them to 


diſcharge their Duty therein as they ought to 
do: And if they would call them together 
daily, and more eſpecially on the Lord's Day, 


to join in Family Prayer, reading the Scriptures, 


and religious Converſation z. the happy Effects 
of their Endeavours would quickly be per- 
ceived, in the greater Fidelity and Diligence, 


the more humble, modeſt, and peaceable Be- 
haviour of their Servanet. ph 
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But ſome urge further, that they are un- 
Zewvorthy, and therefore afraid to come to the 
Lord's Table, leſt by coming they incur that 
*X Damnation threatened by St. Paul, 1 Cor. xi. 
209.— But this is owing to a wrong Apprehen- 
ſion throughout of St. Paul's Meaning: For it 
s not faid, he that is unworthy to eat and drink 
this Sacrament, if he does it, eateth and 
8 drinketh Damnation to himſelf ; if it were, then 
indeed we might be juſtly afraid of coming 
to this Royal Feaſt ; for who can ſay, I have 
2 made” my Heart clean, I am pure es my 

Sin? but he that eateth and drinketh unwor- 
2 thily. "Now there is a great deal of Difference 
between theſe two Things, between a Man's 
being #nworthyto receive this Sacrament, and 
his receiving it anworthily, which I ſhall thus 
„%%% TD 
le, for Example, who has groſly wrong'd, 
maliciouſly flander'd, or without any Provo- 
cation of mine, treated me very ill, is, as 
2 every one will grant, utterly unworthy of any 
Kindneſs or Favour'from me. But now, if 
notwithſtanding 'this unworthineſs, I do him 
ſome confiderable Kindneſs, and offer him 
ſome Favour, his Unworthineſs is no Let or 
Hindrance to' his receiving this Favour ; and 
if he accepts it with a due Senſe, and a grate- 
ful Mind, and by it is moved to lay aſide 
his former Enmity and Animoſity, and hearti- 
ly tepent him of his former III-will againſt 
me, and ſtudies how to requite this Courteſy; 
it is then plain, that though he were ä 
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thy of the Favour, yet he hath now receiv'd it 
worthily, that is, after a due Manner, as he 
ought to have done, and that it hath had its 7 
right Effect upon him: W 
So we are all unworthy to partake of this 
holy Banquet; but being invited and admitted, 


we may behave outſclves as becometh us in 
ſuch a Preſence, at ſuch a ſolemnity; and if 


by it we thankfully commemorate the Death 


of our Lord, and renounce all our Sins and *; 


former evil 5755 and there give up ourſelves 
to be govern'd by him, and vow better Obe- 


dience, and are affected with a true Senſe of 


his Love; then though unworthy of ſo great 
a Favour, yet we have worthily, that is, after 
a right Manner (as to God's Acceptance) 
received this bleſſed Sacrament. = 
Moreover, this Crime of Unworthineſs is 
by no Means to be extended to every little 
ailure or Omiſſion in the Performance of this 
Duty, as if that did render us ſuch unworthy 
Receivers as the Corinthians were, or ſtraight 
conſign us over to the ſame Puniſhments. Our 
merciful Saviour did not inſtitute this holy Sa- 


- crament for a Snare to his Followers, .to draw 


them into Sin and Danger : This would be to 


"turn the Cup. of Salvation, into a Drink of 


deadly Wine, highly derogatory to that God, 
whoſe Mercy is over all his Worts; but rather 


in great Mercy to them, as a powerful Means 


to quicken and encourage their Virtues ; as 
an happy Inſtrument to nouriſh and feed the 


Flame of their Love to Him, He only de- 


fires 7 


* 
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| 45 Truth in the inward Parts, and if there be 
Tout a willing Mind, he will accept our fincere, 
Yo weak Kadbivours, and will pardon us, 
9 when we faithfully prepare our Hearts to ſeek. 
bim, tho? we be not altogether cleanſed according 
3 to the Purification of the Sanctuary. 

It deſerves alſo to be conſidered, that the 
Damnation ſpoken of by the Apoſtle, does 


0 


3 not denpte eternal Damnation, but certainly - 
dicial and extraordinary Plagues which Ged in- 
flicted on the e e or their irreverent, 
ffactious, and uncharitable ane at the 
Lord's Table; as appears not only from the 
rendering the Original Word by N in 
the Margin, and the Uſe of it in other Places, 
as Luke xxiii. 40. 1 Peter iv. 17. but alſo 
from the Context, which ſhews that the Judg- 
ment or Damnation here ſpoken of, is to be 
underſtood of temporal Judgements ; and that 
the Defign of them was to prevent thoſe that 
3 are eternal: We are judged of the Lord, that 
ie might not be condemn'd with the IWarld. 
1 Thus we ſee how groundleſs thoſe Excuſes 
gate which keep Men from partaking of this 
Hay Ordinance ; and indeed, to anſwer all 
See at once, we may ſafely affert, that 
hoever is duly qualified to uſe the Lord's 
Prayer, (baving ſuch a competent Knowledge 
3 Pf the Import of this Sacrament, as the Nature 
of it requices) is alſo fit to communicate. 
V. I proceed in the fifth and laſt Place, to 


9 ew the Advantages of a We Reception 
i the Lord's Supper. 


Now 
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Now it may be fairly argued, in the firſt 


8 
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Place, that all, the Commands of God are de- 
ſigned for our Benefit and Advantage; and 3 
that great Bleſſings will attend all, thoſe that 

faithfully obſerve them: To all devout Chriſ- Þ 
tians' they are ſveeter than Honey, and the 
Honey comb, yea, dearer than do og of 1 
Cold and Silver, and in keeging of them there 
7s great Reward, The great and good God, 
i Dappy in himſelf, ſtands not in Need |, 
"of the Worſhip of ſuch frail Creatures as we 
5 are, nor of any of the Creatures he has made; 
for the very Angels are not pure in his Sight, 
11 and much lefs Man, that is a Worm : But he 
humbleth himſelf to behold the Things that are , 
in Heaven and Earth, Our Goodneſs extendeth © 
not to him: He is the ſame. Yeſterday; To. day, 
and for ever, and is not capable of receiving 
1 any Addition to, or Dimunition from his Hap- 


„ 


8 


if pineſs; nor is it to be imagined a Man may 
| be profitable to God, as he that is wiſe may be, g 
profitable to himſelf ; and therefore all the Þ;. 
Worſhip, all the Obedience he requires of A, 
us, muſt be enjoined for our Good: And con- fy} 
ſequently, as it is a divine and indiſpenſible a 
Command that we ſhould DO THIS; as it 4 
is a Command bound upon us by the moſt Fee 
awakening aud endearing Obligations, ſo out 4 
willing Obedience to this Command will be Fe, 


"8 
. * 

1 X 
oo 
2. 

TH 


moſt certainly crowned with unſpeakable and Hu 

ineſtimable Bleſſings. | SLY * 

But beſides what may be ſaid of God's Com- Fiſſ 

mands in general, if we attend to the Nature unf 
1 F N and 


he HOLY COMMUNION. 27 


Ind Dcſign of thi: Command in particular, it 


hbeceſſarily ariſe from the devout Performance 
t pt this Duty: For this Sacrament being inſti- 
- Futed, as we have ſeen, for the ſolemn Re- 
KHembrance of Chtiſt, it is certain that a ſe- 
4 ate, ſolemn Commemoration of this bright 


e &xamplar of moral and divine Victues, of 
, Ibis great Preacher of Righteouſneſs, cannot 


d put have a mighty Tendency to promote that 
pniverſal Holineſs which he taught, and ſo 


I zoly Ordinance.) the Breadth, and Length, 


7 nd Depth, and Height of the Love of Chriſt, 


Fr all, without the moſt affectionate Grati- 


Rude for that unconceivable Love? Without 
p- feſolving to live no longer to ourſelves, but 


ay co him who has done theſe great Things for us, 
be Fobereof we rejoice ; and (aying with St Paul, 
he am crucified with Chriſt, nevertheleſſs I live; 
of het not I, but Chriſt liveth in me; and the Life 


N- Hobich I now live in the Fleſh, I live by the 


ple Faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and 
it gave himſelf for me ?-——]In this Sacrament we 
olt Fee the Lord of Glory humbling himſelf, and 
ut Faking on him the Form of a Servant; and can 
be Pervants, notwithſtanding this great Pattern of 
ind Humility, murmur, and be uneaſy at their low 
Condition in the World ? Can any, of us che- 
M-\3iſh Thoughts of Pride or Vanity, which are ſo 
ure unſuitable to frail Creatures, and moſt miſerable 
ang, e 7 oo 


ill further appear, that great Advantages muſt | 


ffectually recommended by his own Practice. 
{ For, can we contemplate (as we do in this) 


hich induced him to give 12 a Ranſom 


A Frimdy CALL ts 


Sinners? Can we behold the ſurprizing Cha-® 
rity of our bleſſed Saviour, without being en“ 
larged in our Bowels towards his poor Mem. 
bers ? Without renouncing all Hatred, Ma. 
lice, and Revenge; without reſolving to love, 
from henceforth, the whole Race of Mankind, 
even our bittereſt Enemies; Can we ſee Inno- 
cence itſelf ſuffer the bittereſt Torments with * 
ſo much Patience and Reſignation, without! 
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firm Reſolution to bear, and that too without 
murmuring, thoſe Misfortunes and Diſappoint- 


ments which God is pleaſed to ſend us, and 
which fall ſhort o what we haverichlydeſcrved* 3, 

Can we think of the horrible 'Forments which 
our Sins have cauſed to the Son of God, with- * 
out a great Abhorence againſt all Sin? Can 
we call to Mind that Chriſt died for our Sin £ | 


ont, 
p 5 FS 


— —— 


If this were a proper Place, it might eaſi ) 
be made appear, that there is not ſo much Dif. 

ference in the general Account of the Miſery ane 
Happineſs of human Life, as the World imagines: 
We are apt by our Follies and Vices, to mul. 
tiply our Sorrows, and di/quiet ourſelves in wain; | 
to overlook our Bleſſings, and repine at our Afflic - 
tions, and envy the Proſperity of other Men: And 
yet, how few are there that would be willing o 
exchange their ae State and Condition with tha? 
of others? And how very unreaſonable, at the ſame 7 
time, to defire to be delivered from a the Evil: 7 
Which belong to our own Eſtate, and to have 44 
the Good belonging to others tranſplanted in thei ? 


Room, without any Mixture of Evil? 


1 


*F@nce, that thro' Faith, Repentance, and New- 


* 


geſs of Life, we might not die for ever, with- 


. 


Ferly, rigbteouſiy, and godly in this pre/ent 
© FVorld; without uſing all our Endeavours to 
perform every Condition neceſſary to qualify 
us for this mighty Bleſſing ? In ſhort, there is 
no Part of our Saviour's Life and Actions 
which does not afford us ſome excellent Mo- 
ut tive to the regulating of our Converſation, and 
tere is no Part of his Life and Actions, but 

may, and ought to be remembered by us at 


ä 


h in itſelf, has a very natural Tendency to make 
nus grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our 


ZLord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt ; and therefore 


we have abundant Reaſon to praiſe the Wiſdom 
of the great Shepherd and Biſhop of our Souls, 


for eſtabliſhing in his Church jo excellent a 
7 Means to make us wiſe unto Salvation, through) 


Faith which is in Jeſus Chriſt. 

3 Moreover it deſerves alſo to be conſidered, 
in the laſt Place, what are the ſpecial Graces 
which God has annex'd to the right Diſcharge 
of this Duty, and what may be inferr'd from 
N!the extraordinary Preſence of our Lord Jeſus 


id 7 Chriſt, and the ſaving Participation of his Body 
t and Blood, in this holy Ordinance : For, if 


a # Jeſus Chriſt be preſent, with his Grace and 


ie holy Spirit, in the mid/t of two or three, that 
l ere gathered together in his Name, can we doubt 
„in the leaſt, whether he be preſent, in a very 


particular Manner, in the midſt of thoſe, who 
I 1 3 celebrate 


the HOLY COMMUNION 29 


Hut reſolving to do all in our Power to live j9- 


the holy Sacrament.-—So that this Sacrament, 


Death; for ſays the Apoſtle, the Cup of Bleſ- © 
fing which we bleſs, is it not the Communion 7 NY 


„and Wine:” We ſhall go from Strength to 1 | 


ouſly in our Journey thro' this vaie of Tears ; 
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30 A Friendly C . : 
celebrate this holy Feaſt, this moſt ſolemn ® 


Part of religious Worſhip ? in the mid/t of 
thoſe, who, according to bis Will, publickly 3 
acknowledge the infinite Price and Efficacy of 
his Death? who imprint it in their Minds in 
the moſt lively Manner; who bleſs their Re- 
deemer, ana praiſe him with the whole Church, 
in a ſolemn Ordinance which he himſelf has 
appointed; who, by Virtue of his meritorious 
Death, plead with Confidence to be reconciled u 
to Gd? What Service can we perform that 
can be more acceptable to him? Can God re- 
fuſe his Grace to him that faithfully and de- 
voutly afks it in this ſacred Ordinance ? It is at 
the holy Table, that God pours upon us his 
choiceſt Bleſſings; where, in ſhort, he makes * 
us Partakers of all the Benefits of Chriſt's 7? 
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the Blood of Chriſt ? the Bread which we break, © 
7s it not the Communion of the Body of Chriſt? * 
1 Cor, x. 16. The Effect of which, worthily * 
received, can be no leſs than the Forgiveneſs of 
our Sins, and all the other Fruits of his Paſſion, 
eſpecially the powerful Aſſiſtance of the Holy * 
Spirit : So that with the frequent devout Uſe 
of tais holy Rite, our Souls will be ftrength- 
« en'd and refreſh'd by the Body and Blood 
« of Chriſt, as our Bodies are by the Bread 
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Strength in the Paths of Holineſs. This divine 
Refreſhment will help us to proceed cquragi- 


will 


e, 


, 1970 
the HOLY COMMUNION. 31 
Iv ill , us with all Foy and Peace in believing, 
Ind mate us abound in Hope, through the Power 
3 the Holy Gheſt; and cariy us ſafe to the 
Regions of Immortality. | „ 
a What urgent Motives then are wanting to 
engage us to partake of this holy Feaſt with 
„ Eagerneſs and Joy? Was even our Saviour's 


) x F 22 . | 
Authority, who has enjoined it; was even the 


; Senſe of Gratitude for what he has ſuffered for 
{ us, not capable to move us; yet our own In- 
t Ftereſt (which never fails to guide us in Things 

temporal) ſhould prompt us thereto, Are 


tures, or thoſe that our evil Cuſtoms have 
brought upon us ? And are there any of us that 
want Strength or Courage to grapple with our 
| Z ſpiritual Enemies, or to reſiſt thoſe Tempta- 
tions that daily make Aſſaults upon us in our 
Way of Living? Why, here we have an 
effectual Remedy. By coming frequently, 
and conſcientiouſly, and devoutly.to this holy 
Feaſt of God, we may gain ſuch Refreſhment, 
7 ſuch Support, ſuch Strength and Power, as 
will enable us to go through our Work chear- 
fully and ſucceſsfully ; ſuch Succqurs as will 
not fail, if we faithfully make uſe of them, 
to vanquiſh all our ſpiritual Adverſaries ; ſuch 
Comfort and Peace of Mind, as will make our 
Lives tolerably eaſy under the difficulties, and 
'* Troubles, and Calamities of this miſerable 
World. Here the loweſt and the wretchedeſt 
of Mortals may perceive, that they are not 


there any of us, that are hard put to it, eicher 
through the prevailing Infirmities of our Na 


D 4 forſaken. 


8 A Friendly CALL to 6. 
forſaken for their Poverty and Affliction, bu. 
are as dear to Chriſt as if they were ever ſo 
highly advanced in worldly Wealth and Hon 
ours: Here they may comfortably reflect, that 
the Blood of Chriſt was ſhed for the meaneſt 
Beggar, as well as for the greateſt Monarch; an 
and that no Man ſhall be rejected for his out- 
ward Condition, but only for his Miſbeha- 
viour in that State wherein Providence has ſh 
placed him, Jeſus Chriſt, who for our ſakes th 
became poor, that we through his Poverty might 
be made rich, has told us, that in this Mord 
ye ſhall have Tribulation, but has bid us, not- 
withſtanding, be 70 good Cheer, becauſe he Has 
avercome the World. He will cheer us in this 
. holy Ordinance, and has left it, as a ſure tc 
1 he will come again at the End of b. 


the orld to receive us into that Glory, 3 h 
which he is gone before to prepare for us. We b. 
ſhould comfort ourſelves with the Thoughts of ci 


that bleſſed. Time, when we ſhall eat and ae 
drink with him in his Kingdom; when we ſhall m 
be admitted unto Mount Sion, and unto the R 
City of the living God, the heavenly Feruſalem, u 
and to an innumerable Company of Angels; To K 
the general Aſſembly and Church of the firſt t! 
born, which are written in Heaven, and to God B 
the Judge of all, and to the Spirits of juſt Ja 
Men made perfect, and to Feſus the Mediator t! 
| of the new Covenant. | 11 
So that in neglecting this Sacrament, we a 
neglect our own Intereſt and Happineſs, we h 
forſake our own Mercies, and judge ourſelves n 
5 unworthy 


te HOLY COMMUNION. 33 
unworthy of all the Bleſſings of the Goſpel ; 


Zand deprive ourſelves of one of the beſt Means 


and Advantages of conveying and confirming 
Z theſe Bleſſings to us. In vain do we bemoan the 
Decay of our Graces, and our flow Progreſs 
and Improvement in Chriſtanity, whilſt we 
ace deſpiſe the Means of our Growth 
in Goodneſs: Well do we deſerve that God 
cone ſend Leanneſs in our Souls, and make 
them to conſume and pine away in perpetual 
A Pouring and Trouble, if when God himſelf 
doth ſpread ſo bountiful a Table for us, and 
ſet before us Bread of Life, we will not come 


ö © and feed upon it with Joy and Thankfulneſs. 


What Happineſs can we covet after, equal 
to that which God imparts, in admitting us to 
Y bis holy Table? If a King was to invite us to 
© his Table, we ſhould think ourſelves greatly 
27 honour'd by ſuch an Invitation, aud take eſpe- 
2 cial Care that nothing ſhould hinder us from 
accepting of it, and keep us back from ſuch a 
mighty Honour. With how much greater 
Keasſon ſhould we be earneſt and zealous, when 
we are invited to the royal Banquet of the 
Je of Kings, and Lord of Lords ; to feed 
there in a ſpiritual Manner, on the Body and 


q Blood of our Saviour, and to be there treated 


as his Friends and Companions! I may add, 
that there are no ſeivices in the Chriſtian Re- 
lese that give our ſouls more refined Pleaſure 
and Satisfaction, and make them mount in 
1 f Flames of Gratitude than this, nay, 


nous like it: Tis here that our Hearts burn 


. within 


_ zvithin us, and that our Thoughts burſt into a . 


Means appointed by our bleſſed Redeemer, © 


34 A Friendly CALL to 


ure Flame of Devotion and Love, and 
Thanktulneſs, for the Benefits conferr'd on us 
through Ehriſt: It is here that we find more 
eſpecially the "Truth of David's Aphoriſm, a ho 
toyful and pleaſant Thing it is to be thankful, De 
and that we drint, as it were, of the River of eq 
God's Pleaſure, : 
CONCLUSION. | 

If ſuch Confiderations as are here inſiſted on, 
will not prevail upon Men to lay aſide their 
trifling Excuſes for the Neglect of ſo great a 


Duty, it remains that we lament their Blind- 


neſs, and offer up our moſt earneſt Prayers to 
(rod -to open their Eyes, that they may ſee 7 
what is their true Intereſt, and haſten to partake 2? 
of this holy Sacrament, with all the Reverence 
that is due to it. Jam ſure, that if people were 
but ſenſible of the great Advantages they might 'Y 
reap by it, they would need no other Motive, 
to perſuade them to frequent it as often as they 
can. For we ſhould ſoon find, that this the _ 


TE In 


whereby to commuicate all the Merits of his 
molt precious Death and Paſſion to us, for the 
Pardon of all our Sins, and for the purging our 
Conſciences from dead Warks to ſerve the living © 
G. So that by applying ourſelves conſtantly 
unto him, we may receive ſufficient Supplies of 
Grace and Power from him, to live in his Faith * 
and Fear all our Days: And by communicating - 
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ſo frequently at his holy Table upon Earth, we 1 


ſhall 
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Y the HOLY COMMUNION, 35 


Tail be gradually prepared for that moſt inti - 
7 ate Union and Communion with, and the 
: Tens Enjoyment of him in theKingdom of 
Heaven: where all our ſincere and faithul, 
3 owever imperfect Acts of Righteouſneſs and 

Peron, ſhall be amply and abundantly 
Fewarded ; whete we ſhall be recompenced in 
Proportion to the Improvements we have made, 


— — 
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\ HE Lord's Supper being ordained for the ſpeci sl“ Re. 
«* membrance of the Death of Chriſt, and of the Bene- 

I have endervoured in 
the following Devotions, to inſtil thoſe Sentiments of 
Love and Thankfulneſs which do powerfully flow from 
that Commemoration, 1 would not by any Means be under. 
ſtood to preſcribe theſe Devotions as abſolutely neceſſary to 
all Perſons, and every Time they receive the holy Sacrament, 
ſince I only intend them for Helps to thoſe who are not al- 
ready better provided, and which they may uſe in whole, | 


* » 


« fits which we receive thereby; 


or in part, according to their Liking and Leiſure, 


I have carefully avoided all rapturous and extatick Ex- 
preſſions, which can ſuit only few Perſons, and have endea- 7 
voured to expreſs myſelf in ſuch a Manner, as may fuit a 
young Beginner in Religion, as well as a greater Proficient ; 
but yet, as it is impoſſivle to provide abſolutely ſor all Per- 
ſons, (conſidering the Variety of their Tempers, Inclina- 
tions, Circumſtances, &c.) I beg the Read er will firſt care. 
fully read the whole over, and alter where he thinks ne- 
ceſſary, before he uſes any Part tofaffiſt his Devotion; that 
when he comes to pour his Prayers to God, his Fervency : 
may not be evaporated in examining the Juſtneſs of a Pe- 
tition, or ſtopp'd in adjuſting it to his particular Caſe, 


One Thing let me here admonifh young Communicants o 
(Youth being ſanguine, and more ready to Yow than faith! 


to pay) that they do not, through imprudent Zeal, entang: 
themſelwes in tos ſevere and inconfidergte Vows at the Lord'i 


Table, All known Sin muſt be reſolved againft ; all known. 


Duty determined upon, and Endeawours after it diligently cx- 
erted, Vea, the Means of awoiding and mortifying Sin (ac- 
cording as we have in our Chriſtian Prudence conſidered 


them) muſt be ſtedfaſtly purpoſed. But here we muſt be 
Tg ys that by particular Yows, againſt ſome Matters in ; 
themſelves innocent, we do not tys ourſelves up ſo ſtrictly from 


that Liberty which God has left us (and we tad better have 


ſtudied to have uſed Chriſtianly, than wowed totally b 
abridge ourſelves of) as to make our Yowws and Reſolution 7 
become a Snare and a Bur den to ut, and afterwards give us 7 


Cauſe beartily to Repent that we ever made them, 
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FPravens, Fabre, and 
: MEDITATIONS, to afliſt the devout 
CHRISTIAN in his Preparation for, 


and Attendance on the Lord's 
SUPPER. 


1 the bleſſed Sacrament. 5 
3 Proſtrate myſelf before thee, my 


cw - _ = 
Be 


Father, in an humble Acknow- 

2 * ledgment of my Unworthineſs, 
and Inſufficiency of myſelf, for any 
; 3 Thing that is good. I know, O Lord, 
that wwithout thee I can do nothing, and 
therefore do humbly implore thy graci- 
2 ous Aſſiſtance and Acceptance of my En- 


the Body and Blood of thy dear Son. 
o» Stirup, I beſeech thee, {ach pious Af- 
fections and Diſpoſitions in my Soul, as 
are ſuitable to this important Occaſion : 
- ou 


—— — — 
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© 4 Prayer to God, that be would be pleaſed 


to by” t us in our Preparation to receive 


1 7 moſt gracious God and merciful 


2 deavours to prepare myſelf for the wor- 
thy receiving of the holy Sacrament of 
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38 PRAYERS, G. 
| Grant me ſuch a Senſe of my Sins, and 
of the Sufferings of my bleſſed Saviour 3 
| for them, as may affect my Heart with 
a deep Sorrow for my Sins, and an-eter- 
nal Hatred and Diſpleaſure againſt them,; #w 
and may effectually engage me to love 4A 
and live to him who has love me at fo Mt! 
| dear a Rate, as to waſh me from my Sins tt 
in his own Blood. — And let the Words of 
my Mouth, and the Meditations of my Heart, ar 
be always, and eſpecially at this Time, Yo! 
acceptable in thy Sight, O Lord, my Strength AD 
and my Redeemer, Amen. RC 4 
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| A Meditation on the Inſtitution of 1+ lo 
il | Bleſſed Sacrament. WE © 


W7TORTHY art thou, O bleſſed to 

: Jeſus, to be obey'd in all that an 
thou commandeſt us! worthy art thou, E. 
for whoſe Sake wwe ſhall do this! — When le 
| thy own bitter Agony was juſt approach- OU 
1 ing, thou wert even forgettul of thyſelf thi 
to think of us; and in the very Night Ke 
wherein thou woſt betrayed, didſt ordain] tel 
[ this molt powerful Means of Grace, theſe the 
ſacred Pledges of thy Love, to be the do 
| %% ũ ᷑P 
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i Suitable 4% the Lord's Supper. 39 


perpetual Food and Nouriſhment, the 
Firengthening and refreſhingof our Souls: 
Oh | how earneſtly were thy Thoughts 
Fengag'd, how wert thou wholly taken wp 
with this great and important Deſign ? 
And therefore, waiting and wiſhing for 
that laſt Paſſover, when thou hadſt form'd 
that mighty Purpoſe of inftituting this 
bleſſed Ordinance of thy holy Supper; 
and with the moſt affecting Tenderneſs 
of the ſtrongeſt Love didſt profeſs—with | 
ADgfre—with the warmeſt Paſſion—have 
I dgſired to eat this Paſſover with you before 
I /uffer. And after this, could it ever 
have been expected from any of thy Fol- 
lowers, that they ſhould have no Deſire 
Ito partake of this holy Sacrament ; that 


Reg >. 


they ſhould, in ſuch Numbers, contrive 
to make Excuſe, one going to his Farm, 
and another to his Merchandiſe O let thy 


Earneſtneſs and Zeal awaken our care- 
leſs, carnal, worldly Hearts, to conſider 
our Duty and Intereſt, in doing what 


thou doſt command us, in doing Ibis in 
Remembrance of thee God grant we may 
remember ourſelves, and be convinced 
that we are loſt and ruined for ever, if we 

do not remember chee.—0 Jeſus! thy 
45 Com- 


+ 
* 
4 
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Commands are not grievous ; they are full 
of Comfort and Delight; they are the 


ſtraight and neceſſary Paths to everlaſting 
Happineſs; and this Command moft de. L. 


lightful in itſelf, and moſt apt to enable 1 
us to obey the reſt.— Alas! it is not for AM 
thy Sake but our own; it is for our Sake 
and for our Salvation that thou wouldſt 
be remember'd by us. Our Goodneſs ex- 
tendeth not to he; ; nor can a Man be pro- 


fitable to God. Thou canſt reap no Bene- 50 


fit, no Advantage, from ſuch worthleſs # 
Creatures, ſuch deſpicable Worms, ſuch 
ſinful Wretches as we are. Ah! fooliſh 3 


and unwiſe ! how do we forſake and re- 


nounce our own Intereſt, and run head- 
long into Ruin and Perdition, when We 
forget, when we refuſe to remember thee! * 
— O ye raſh and careleſs ones! confider | 
your Ways and be Wiſe; forget not him 
that calls upon you to remember him, on 1 
Purpoſe to ſecure your Salvation: No ? 
longer fly from your higheſt Dignity, and ? 
Honour, and Happineſs. The Ox knoc- 
eth his Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter ; 
Crib ; but more ſtupid and inſenſible, 
more ſtubborn and ungrateful than either 
of . are thoſe Men that forget cal 

their, 


* 


r a 22 Ie Ae 
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Wir Saviour, and will not, in this holy 
Sacrament, remember him, who in his 
Love, and in his Pity redeemed them! — 

Lord, if I do not remember thee, let my 


r 


I Tongue cleave to the Roof of my Month, 
* my Rig hi- band forget her Cunning; let 


me have no Power nor Faculty at all to 
Jebel againſt thee, if I have none to re- 
3 ember and obey thee O that I may 
Femember thee at all times, and that my 
4 dong may be always of the loving Kindneſs 
3 I'y Appointment, at thy holy Table !— 
P let me ever ſay, from the very Bottom 


my Soul, „HBleſt Jeſu, thy Love was 
1 1 dearer than Lite, and ſtronger than 


| © Death, and moſt worthy 7o be had in 


4 everlaſting Remembrance l 


——_— * 


—_— 


Here follows a particular Enumeration of S1xs. 

Z againſt God, our Neighbour, and Ourſelves, 
For the eaſier Examination of our Lives very 
proper to be uſed frequently, eſpecially on Fri- 
days, and other Days of Faſting, and before 
the Sacr ament. Taken out of Biſhop Kenn's 


Manual for Wincheſter — end Spinc- 
kes's Devotion. 


\ 
— 


the Lord, and eſpecially, according to 


de my Heart, and with all the Powers of 


Tan 


* 
\ 
: 

o 


— — 


„ 
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WHAT Sins art thou guilty of mon 


N 


1 


cies, diſobedient to his Commands, q 
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] adjure thee, O my Soul, in the Preſenc 
of the Great Judge, who knows all th: 
the Secrets of thine Heart, and as thou 

wilt anſwer it before God's Judgment. 
Seat at the laſt Day, to tell me, 1 


I. 


immediately againſt God ? 

Art thou guilty of any Infidelity, 
Arheiſm ; any Diſtruſt in, Preſumptior ? 
or Deſpair of God's Mercy? A 
Art thou guilty of any wilful Ignoranc:! 


* RR 
* F 3 3 


pe 
of God, or of any Idolatry in worſhip N 


ping any Creature r 1 
Haſt thou loved any thing more tha'F 
God, or fear'd any one above him? | Fc 
Art thou guilty of repining or mu he 
muring at God's Providence, or of bein 
impatient under his Correction? 1 
Haſt thou been unthankful for his Mei 


incorrigible under his Judgments ? f 
When, in what Manner, haſt thou bee 

guilty of diſhonouring God, by blaſphF 
mous and irreligious Thoughts or Di 


: 


3 


O 


- 


courſes ? or by tamely hearing otheff "0 


He 
, * 6 


blaſpheme? 
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Haſt thou taken God's holy Name in 
Fain, by cuſtomary or falſe Swearing, or 
6 u the Breach of any lawful Oath or ſo- 
emn Vow?! 
Z Haſt thou been quilty of ge, 
Dr irreverent Behaviour in God's Houſe ? 

; Haſt thou miſ-ſpent the Lord's Day, 
; eglected to attend the public Worſhip. 
pt God, or been unprofitable under the 
Means of Grace ? 
Haſt thou diſhonoured God by Cold- 
Heſs and Wandrings, Indevotion, and 
Careleſſneſs in thy Prayers, or by any 
Wearineſs in his Service, or by a total 
legle&t thereof? 
| | Haſt thou receiv'd the Sacrament un- 
I Foorthily, and broken thy folemn Vows 
id There renew'd ? | 
Haſt thou hardened theyſelf i in Impe- 
[Sirence, putting off the evil Day? haſt 
: hon reſted in a ſuperficial and partial 
Fepentance, or frequently relapſed into 
| in, and reſiſted the good Motions of 
oi Þod's Spirit? 

1 Haſt thou been an Abettor and En- 
gourager of any Schiſm, Hereſy, or 
Frophaneneſs ? 


19 


E 2 . 


44 FR AT E R 8, Se. 
Omy Soul, what Sins art thou gulli 
of more immediately againſt thy 72 % Y 
bour ! ? | 3 $ 
How, when, where, againſt Whom 3 
haſt thou been guilty of any Injury, In.“ 
| Juſtice, or Oppreſſion; any Breach . q 
Truſt, or Promiſe ; any Fraud, « * 
1 Theft any Flattery, or Pifimulation 3 
Treachery, or Lying; or of giving ani 
juſt Scandal ? Y 
How, when, where, againſt whon, 4 
haſt thou been guilty of any ill Lan 
_ guage, Detraction, or Slander ; an 
raſh cenſuring or Backbiting ; any con- 
| temning or ſcoffing, either at his Inf. 
1 mities or Virtues? 3 
| How, when, where, againſt whom 3 
haſt thou been guilty of any Conte 
tiouſneſs, Spite, or Revenge; of railigg 
Ak, Of hurting, or murdering tu 
Neighbour in thy Mind by ill Wiſhes 3 
and Curſes ? I 
Haſt thou been guilty of bearing 
falſe Witneſs, or coveting the Poſſeſion | ; | 
of others ? 3 
Haſt thou been unthankful to chol, | 
who have done thee good, or have kind | 
ly reproved thy Sins ? 1 14 4 
| a 


— * 
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Haſt thon been uncharitable to the 


Poor, or neglected to relieve any Chriſ- 


tian in Diſtreſs ? Tg: 
Haſt thou been unnatural to any of 


thy Relations; haſt thou reviled, and 


been ſtubborn and diſobedient to thy 


Governors Eccleſiaſtical and Civil? 


Haſt thou tempted others to Sin by 
Connivance or Encouragement, by Com- 
mand or Perſuaſion, and increas'd thy 
own, by furthering the Damnation of 
thy Brother? >” 
** III. EY: 

O my Soul, what Sins art thou guilty 
of more immediately againſt thyſelf ? 

Art thou guilty of Pride, either in 
Apparel, or on Account of thy Eſtate, 
or Credit, thy Parts, or good Deeds ? 
Art thou guilty of commending thyſelf, 
or of being greedy of the Praiſe of Men; 


of performing religious Duties to gain 


Applauſe, or of committing Sin to a- 
void Reproach ? 


Haſt thou been immoderately greedy 
of Riches, or of ſenſual Pleaſures? 

Haſt thou been guilty of violent An- 
ger, or Inconſideration, Inconſtancy, or 


| Haſt 


Diſcontent? 


— A 
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Haſt thou miſ-ſpent thy Time, neg- | 
lected to reſiſt Temptations, or abuſel 


the Talents God hath entruſted thee 1 


with, to Sin and Wickedneſs ? 


Haſt thou been guilty of Intempe- | IF 
rance in eating, drinking, or Mecping: 4 


or in lawful Recreations ! ? 


Haft thou been guilty of Idleneſs, 


Uncleanneſs, Luſt, F ornication, or 


Adultery ? 
Haſt thou taken delight in lewd Com- 


pany, in vicious and immodeſt Songs, i 


Books, Pictures, Sc. 


Haſt thou not only committed all or q 
any of theſe Sins thyſelf, but taken Plea- | 3 


ſure in them that nA them! 2 


II 


A penitent Confeſſion of Sins, with an 


humble Supplication for Mercy and a 


Forgiveneſs. 


O Almighty God, glorious in Holineſs, 

who art of purer Eyes than to Wl 
Evil, and canſt not look on Iniquity, and] 
haſt denounced. from Heaven thy fierce Þ 


Indignation againſt all Unrighteouſneſs of Þ 8 
| Men: I defire to humble my Soul before] i 1 


thee in a — Senſe of my own Un- 


Worthi- 


5 
9 
1 
9 


In 
7 


have been guilty of, againſt thy divine 


2 Writ, by Thought, Word-and Deed. 


. 


lere name the Particulars with all the ag- 


: Vavating Circumſtances] Theſe my Tranſ- 


3 Freſſions. with more than I can recol- 
>& or number, are all in thy Sight, O 


1 * thy Countenance. When I look back up- 
one, and what I have left undone, my 
leſh trembleth for fear of thee, and I am 
afraid of thy Fudgments.— ] have finned, 
Bhat ſhall I ſay unto thee, O thou Obſerver 


tbee, O thou that itteſt on the Throne of 


2 Holineſs ? — I will lay my Hand upon my 


1 for if I ſhould contend with thee, I 


J could not anſwer one of a Thouſand ; and 


2 ſhouldeſt thou deal with me after my Sins, 


1 and reward me after mine Iniquities, 1 


F 7 ſhould be atterly conſumed, and caſt away 
2 thy Preſence for ever. 


abun 


5 5 
$5 
1 

#7 

$1 
> Yet 
E 
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BY 
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1 Forthineſs and Vileneſs, by Reaſon of 
1 e many Sins and Provocations which 


ord, and my moſt ſecret Sins in the Light 


vn the Errors of my Life paſt, and ſeri- 
ouſly conſider with myſelf what I have 


But where, and to whom can flee for 
1} Succour, and Pardon, but to thee, O 
Lord, who art merciful, long ſuffering, and 


1; Men? I am vile] what ſhall I anſwer. | 


— — — 
—ͤ—é— — — — 
— - — nate 
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abundant in Goodneſs, keeping Mercy /"l 1 
Thouſands and pardoning Iniquity and Sin; 
vouchſafe therefore, O gracious God ll 
for thy Name Sake, for thy dear 0 
Sake, whom thou haſt ſet forth as 2 
Propitiation for the Sins of the hol 
World, to look upon me with an Eye os 
Pity and Compaſſion, and blot out as 1; 
thick Cloud my Tranſgreſſions, and as a Clu L 

my Sins; be merciful to my ae, 3 
and my Sins and Iniquities remember thou us 
more: Lead me to that Repentance und 
Salvation not to be repented of which may 
bear ſome proportion to the Grearneh I 
of my Offences. —Well may I be aſnam - 
ed, O my God, and bluſh to lift up my Eye: 
to thee, O God, when I conſider how care. 
leſsly, how wantonly I have gone on in- 
a Courſe of Sin; the Commiſſion where. 
of nothing leſs than the moſt precious 
Blood of the beloved Son of God, could 
expiate. Do thou iniprint into my Heart 
fo fix'd an Averſion, and ſo juſt a Senſe | 
of its frightful Conſequences, that I may 
no longer turn thy Grace into Laciviouſneſi, 
but flee from Sin, as from the Face of a Ser- 
pent, May TI think it the future Buſineſs 
of my Life to 15 thy Commandments 2 


1 
Ways, 
y eL3 F Mm 
3 
3 


VV 


_ 


Il 
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4 che, ſeeking before all Things thy Fa- 
our, which is better than Life itſelf. 
But, O Lord, I am not able to do any 
Thing of myſelf; my frequent Backſlid- 
gs make me juſtly diſtruſt the Sincerity . 
f my Heart, which is deceitful above all 
inge. Have I not often promiſed with 


h cleanſe myſelf from all Filthineſs both of . 
oe and Spirit, and perfect Holineſs in the 
ear of God; but have ſhamefully looked 
eck and turned like the Dog to. his Vomit, 
ad like aSow that was waſhed to her wallow- 
Is in the Mire.— I know O Lord, that 
Y e Way. of Man is not in bimſelf; it is not 
„Man that walketh, to dirett bis Steps: 
From thee only cometh my Help—Help, 


| 
: E ho haſt promiſed to give thy holy Spirit to 
Jem that ask it; be it unto me according to 


. I moſt earneſtly beſeech thee his di- 
1 ne Help and Aſſiſtance to. ſtrengthen 
79 Weakneſs, to ſuccour me in Temp- 
tions and to ſan#ify me througbout, that 
p whole Spirit, Soul and Body, may be pre- 
ved blameleſs unto the Coming of our Lord 


3 dn's Sake, Amen. Fs Hy 


g much ſeeming Sincerity as I do now, 


| 3 ord, or 1 periſh, —O God of all Grace, 


Mord. Vouchſafe me, I moſt humb- 


% Chrif : Grant this for the fame thy 
F o $244. | A 


% PRAYERS, &. 3 
I Prayer for the Grace of Thankfulneſs. q L 


Lmighty God, who of thy tender 3 
Mercy didſt give thy only Son 1 
futter Death upon the Croſs for our Re . 
demption; 1 n beſeech thee tot 
make me thoroughly ſenſible of, and give t 
me the moſt unfeigned Gratitude for th Ji 
moſt precious Giff. O grant. that I majſi 
always; bur eſpecially when I am at thy, F 
holy Table partaking of the Memorial 1 0 
thine abundant Kinaneſs,, remember witiß 55 
hs moſt lively Affection, this Miracle 0 L 
rcy which 2715 Knowledge. O may Mie 
— 3 Ze nd rejoice in this thy Salva] be 
tion; Sas my Heart always burn withil 8 \ 
me at the Thoughts of it. —May, I be eth 
tified even as it were with Marrow a 1 
Fatneſs, and may my Mouth. praiſe the 
With joyful Laps. —Whilſt-I am mu mg, li 
the Fire of my Devotion Kindle in th 
brighteſt Flames of Love and AdnyrP 
tion, at that Mercy of thine which 35 great 
er than the Heaven, and above all Blzſin 
and Praiſe. How happy ſhould I thin 
myſelf, was but my Gratitude to bea 
ſome little Proportion to my Love l- 
Receive, O Lord, my ſincere Thanks 


and accept of my e Sorrow ws 
Re 


] 
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; are ſo diſproportionate to the un- 1 
— Blefling which I commemo- | | 
rate. Increaſe-in- me ſuch a Senſe of this — | 
nd alb thy Mercies, that all the Temp- 4 
tations. of the World, the Fleſh, and 1 
the Devil, may never be able to quench 1 
lit; but that being-enliven'd and quick- 1 
Lea'd thereby, I may preſs towards the || 
Wen for the Prize of the birk-Gallrof | 
ed in Chriſt FJeſus: Abd having frequent - 
| 13 remember d my Saviour at his hol 
Table, wich all thoſe pious and holy af. 1 
| Bections he has ſo juſt a Claim to, 7 may: 9 
. l de in due Time admitted to drink of this 
de ee in the Kingdom of God, among A 
44 Brill. who: ſhall be called- unto the: 1 
riage Supper ofthe Lamb; Amen. 


i 4 Prayer for Cherity. 
bl God, who. haſt taught us this 
| to all our Doings without Charity 
are. nothing worth, ſend thy Holy 
Ghoſt and pour into our Hearts that 
moſt excellent Gift of Charity, the 
very Bond of Peace, and of all Virtues, 
without which, whoſoever liveth is 
counted dead before the. How un- 
Worthy ſhould-I be to appear at this 
a MY Love-Feaſt, 


large my Bowels, towards all my Brethren, 


their Hearts : Grant that all of us, who 2 


fering, forgiving one another, even as Gd 


_ hich is the Bond. of Per fetineſs ; and let th' 


42 PRAYERS," of, 9 
Love-Feaſt, and eat of the Bread of Sin- 
cerity and Truth, if 1 entertained any Sen- 
timents of Malice or Hatred againſt any 
of my Brethren. O ſuffer me not, thou 
God of Love, to fall into a Fault ſo con- 
trary to the Spirit of the Goſpel in Gen- 
eral, and to the particular End and De- 
Gen of this bleſſed Ordinance! Let this 
new Communion rather contribute to en- 


and even tow-ards my moſt inveterate 
Enemies, for whom, as well as for my. 
ſelf, Jeſus Chriſt was contented to die. x 
Root out of my Heart all Thoughts of 5 
Revenge againſt thoſe who deſpirefully i 3 | 
uſe and perſecure me, without any Offence 3 


are to be Partakers of that one Bread, ms il 
put on, as the Elef of God, Bowels of A4. 3 0 
cy, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, long ſif. 2 


for Cbriſt's Sake has forgiven us (leaving u 1 
an Example that we ſhould follow his Steps.) A 
And above all Things let us put on Charity, * * 


Peace of God rule in our Hearts, to the which 3 
We are e in one Body. Amen. 
ö "6 "Tl 9 
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E | % The following Meditations on our 
= <« Saviour's Offices may be uſed at 

% any Time, either the Morning we 
« communicate, or during any Inter- 
« yals of the Service, whether before 
« we receive the ſacred Elements, or 
* afterwards.“ 7 | 


A Meditation on our Lord's Pro phe- 
I tick Office, 
Y ET Lake ador'd be thy divine 8 
of Wiſdom and Goodneſs, in the 
Recovery and Redemption of fallen 
Man! O the Length, and Depth, and Height 
e this unfathomable Mercy !--That ever 
the glorious undivided Triniey ſhould 
contrive a Way to fave us! A Way, as 
Izmuch beyond the Reach, as beyond the 
Power of Men and Angels, of all creat- 
ed Beings whatſoever! That the Son of 
Cad himſelf ſhould condeſcend to become 
an for our Sakes, and take upon him 
Four Nature, that he would vouchſafe to 
become our MEDIATOR, and ſtoop ſo 
1 low as to be our PROPHET, our 
1 PRIEST, and our KING! My Soul, 
3 I 3 . 


545 PRAYERS, Gr: - 
let us contemplate theſe facred Offices, | 1 
and ſearch a little into this Almi a Y 
Love, which is unmeaſurable an in- 
exhauſtible, which furpaſſes all Know- % 
ledge, and can never be Werde y 3 
ſearch d out; *vhich Angels themſelves 4e. 3 
fire to look into, and-which ſhall be to 
Men and Angels the moſt exalted Sub- 1 | 
ject of Thanks and Pratfe, and of Jy 
_— N and full of Glory, to eme 1 
Thou art indeed a Prophet, O my dear 3 | 
| Redeemer! thou art of a'Truth vhat Pro- t 
pou which was to come into the World A 3 
t to inſtruct us in thy Father's 
Will, and as far as ſuch à Knowledge By 
was neceſfary for us, to let u into 12: Þ 
Knowlelloe tif T hints that were vo be Herr- 
after, and to temoh us Tings to am: to 
acquaint thy People wick Things that 
ſhould: cume to paſs, that after they were 
come to puſs, they might Beljevr that thou 
dert HE; the very Mus, or Chrsff, the 
. of God, 'the Saviour 
1 the World. Thou art, O Jeſus, e 
rue Light, which Tighteth every Mun hut 
3 into the World; and it is chro? thee 
0”; that we can * P 
0 
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Pod, as a gracious and faithful Creator! 
Thou haſt inſtructed us in all that it was 
Heceſſary for us to believe or do, in order 
Wo our preſent or future Happineſs; and 
2 aue our Obedience to thy divine 
Laus is abſolutely and indiſpenſibly ne- 
: ae to our Happineſs, thou haſt bound 
_ us bythe moſt powerful Sanctions: 
Py exceeang great and precious Promiſes, 
bat by theſe we might be Partakers of a di. 
eine Nature; and, on the ot > rr fide, that 
WE rowing the 7 error of the Lord, we might 
pe perſuaded to eſcape the Corruption which 
sin the World thro Luft, 
O the Purity and Sublimity of chy 
beavenly Doctrine ! Thy Lgbt is perfect, 
converting the Soul; thy Teſtimony is ſure, 
making wiſe 'the fimple, thy Stdtutes are 
f . rejoicing the Heurt; thy Commund- 
8 nent is pure, enlightening the yes; thy 
Fears is clean, enduring for ever; thy Fudg- 
ments are true und rigbleouts altogether 1 
¶ More to be \defired are they than Gold, yea 
Jas much fine; Gold ſwedter dlſo than Honey, 
ard the Honey - comb. Mortover, by them ts 
thy Servant taught, uud in keeping of beni 
bhere is great Reward, How incompardb- 
k —— is thy Doctrine to all that 


8 ever 


5b. PEA TE RS or 1 
ever went before; purged from the Ido 
latry and Superſtition of the Gentil:|W; 
World, who had changed the Glory of tf 
incorruptible God, into an Image made lit: 
to corruptible Man, and to Birds, and four 
footed Beaſts, and creeping Ibings.— Thou 
haſt freed us from the Yoke of Ceremo- 
nies and outward Obſervances, which t 
Jews of old were not able to bear.-Bleſſedi 


Jeſu !' thy Yoke is eaſy, and thy Burthen ii 
light : The Lato was given by Moſes, bu A. 
Grace and Truth came by Feſus Chriſt :- Lifi nr 
aud Immortality were brought to Light by t 
_ Goſpel. Here we are taught the Way i 
God moſt perfectly: We are beſt inſtructed i 
in the Nature of God and his Attributes, 
and the Worſhip to be paid unto him Di 
in the Origin and Malignity, the great 
Danger and Detriment of Sin; in the 
only Method of Atonement and Recon- 
_ ciliation, of our being ſanctified here, in| 
order to our being juſtified and glorified M 
hereafter.— Here we are beſt inſtructed 
in all moral and ſocial Virtues; in the N 
moſt exact Juſtice and Equity; the moſt NM. 
exalted and extenſive Benevolence and 
Charity ; and in all Duties relating to 
_ ourſelves : Humility and Soberneſs bh Mo 
Mind; 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 57 
ind; Temperance and Chaſtity ; the 
ght Government of all our Appetites, 
Mums and Aﬀections. We are taught 
to lead quiet and peaceable Lives in all God- 
; : 1500 and Honeſty, to purſue after thehigh- 
Weſt Happineſs in this Life, to quality us 
: For the moſt perfect Happineſs in hat 
robich is to come !--O. divine Teacher, 
Whou:. heavenly Prophet! thy Doctrine 
. 3 Pant ſhews itfelf to come from God | 

And yet thou haſt. been pleaſed to con» 
rm it by thoſe unexceptionable Attef. 
Frations MIRACLES and PROPHE- 
CIES. Thou did ſupply natural Defects, 
p Wi repair accidental Infirmities, didſt 
ture the moſt malignant and inveterate 
1 iſeaſes, didſt ſubdue the Rage of Devils, 
} Kidft give Speech to the Dumb, i: 
Eo the Deaf, Sight to the Blind, Strengt 
o the Impotent, Limbs to the Maimed, 
Hay, Life to the Dead. Surely zone could 
i ſuch Miracles except God were with him. 
The Accompliſhment of the Prophe- 
Lies, is alſo an undeniable Proof of thy. 
; Miſſion. and Authority; thoſe that had 
been.delivered Alete, and alſo divers 
dthers utter'd with thine own divine 
Mouth: As, thou didſt foretel the 

a — 
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Treachery of Judas, and the Cownrdicl 
of Peter; thine own Crucifixion and 1 
Reſurrection; thy Aſcenſion, and the ; 
Miſſion of the Holy Ghoſt; the Deſtruc- 
tion of Jeruſalem, and Rejection of thoſe 
who were once thy choſen People; the it 
Succeſs of thy Goſpel, and the wonder. = 
ful Increafe of the Profeſſors of thy 1 * Pp 
Name, not only againſt Fleſh and Blood, i 
bat Mai Principalities; againſt Powers i 
againſt the Rulers of the \Darknejs of 45 
Mori, ugainſt ſpiritual Wickednefs in bal 
Placer. migbtily . row The V d 1 
Co, and prevailed! ! 

And to all _ by chy gracious Con : 4 4 | 
deſcenſion in a aſſuming our Nature to in- 
ſtruct ud, there is further added te Illu. 0 
trate, and exemplify and confirm pl bo 
holy Dectrine, a perfect unerring Pattern |S 
of a Life without Blemiſh and tvithout Spot, e 
full of ove, and full of Trutb. Our di- 
vine Teacher ated not, like the Phuri- Wy* 
ſees of 61d, who uſed to bind -betrvy Bur- 
hens, and grievous-to be born, and lay then 
on Mens Shoulders,” they themſel ve 
avonld not touch them with one of their Fing: 
ers; but he was himſelf a Pattern of the 
malt ſublime Virtues, of the moſt pa 

121 ane 
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d' unuſual, of the moſt hard and diffi- 
Wilt, and of ſuch Virtues as are of the 
Huſt common and ordinary, as well as of 
Se moſt neceſſary Uſe throughout the 
Whole Courſe of ourLives.—Reſolve then 
With thyfelf, O my Soul, (bur reſolve in 
Bn humble Dependance upon God, and 
pon the Help and Succour of his Grace) 
Wit thon wile-corfftaritly follow the Doc- 
Wine and Example of thy dearRedeemer; 
d being light in the Lord, thou wilt walk 
ES 4 Child of Light, knowiug that it had been 
tier for thee nit to have kiiown the Way of 
WS /bbreouſnefs, -thittrafter thin haſt knowh it, 
Sp turn afige fromthe holy Commandment de- 
ed unto iber. Embrace and receive, 
Ponour and obey him, us the ermnently 
Inoimed Prophet of che Lord, to teach 
Ind guide thee: 72/6 him in whit he 
quires and commands chee; Follow him 
che Example ke has left thee, and con- 
antly endeavour te do as he has done: 
Flow his Holineſs in what he did; 
$494 his Patience in what he ſuffered: 
ow him te his Table, there to con- 
emplate his Life and Sufferings, and to 
Hank him (among other Inſtafices of his: 
Poodneſs) for his giving us the Nnotoleder 
#42 2.57.5" | | 0 
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of Salvation, whereby the Day-ſpring from ul 
High hath viſited us, and given Light tou 
that ſat in Darkneſs, and in the. Shadow ii 
Death, to guide our Feet in the Way of Peace 
Follew him in Life; and. fe/low him in 
Death; and fellow, him thro' the Gray 
and Gate of Death, till thou meet with 
him in Life everlaſting, when thou ſal 


' 
/ 


ever be with the Lord, and reign with hin 


for evermore. Amen. 


A Meditation on our Saviour's 
( 


Le. how malignant is the Nature 
Ls how terrible the Effects of Sin! Wha 
a Trans formation does it make in Cres 
tures form'd after thine. own. Image on 
Likeneſs ? What a diſmal-and-doletul Se- 
paration between thee and them? How 
miſerable was the Caſe of fallen Man 
Tho' made holy and -upright by his Crea-We 
tor, he by his voluntary Tranſgreſſion, 
| ſunk into a corrupt, degenerate and cur- 
ſed Condition; wherein he was not only 


depriv'd of the Inage of God, in which 
he was created, but liable to the Puniſh- 
ment of his incenſed, almighty, vindic- 
tive Juſtice ; and in that miſerable and 
- 5 forlom 
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ESrlorn Condition, how could he recover 
Mimſclf from that Abyſs of Miſery in 
nich he was plung'd ? Did not Juſtice, 
ad Truth and Holineſs, require that he 
J that ſinnetb ſhould die? Was it agree- 
le to the divine Attributes to remit the 
MF uniſhment without ſome ſuitable Satiſ- 
{Eton ?---But who could make ſuch ſa- 
faction? No one of the human Race; 
ace all Fleſb has corrupted its Way on the 
BE r:h, ſince all have ſinned and fallen ſhort of 
T4 Glory of God, and therefore were in- 
olv'd in the ſame Condemnation. No man 
ld redeem bis Brother, or give his Life a 
{Ronſon for bim, for it coft more to redeem one 
By -ilty Soul, ſo that the muſt let that alone for 
Ever. But oh ! the unfathomable Depthof 
mighty and redeeming Love, that could 
Entertain any 'Thoughts of Salvation for 
f ſebellious, ſinful, wretched Creatures! 
bf here Hin abound, there Grace did more 
hound. O the Depth of the Riches both of 
2 Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God] how un- 
Wearchable are his Judgemenis, and his Ways 
2 finding out Nothing leſs than infi- 
p ite Love could ſuggeſt the Thought; 
nothing but infinite Wiſdom, which is 
F maerful i in Council, and excellent in working, 
p could 
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finite Power could put it in Execution 


be ſaid unto us, when: we care in our lu 


He that was holy, harneſs, undzſlaad, eo 


in Sus his Life.a Ranſam fur mam. He 


the. precious Blood ef Chriſt, the Blood of God; 


wake contrive N * nothing 5 
Behold, the Son of God paſſes by i 1 


and ſees us ' polluted. in our Blood: te jo 
unto us When, woe are inn Blood, line; ye b 


live! He condeſcends to leave the C 


which be had, O bfors the World was, te fl 


come var. High. Prigf and our Sacrifice 


rale ſram Sinners, underiakes. tt make Re | 9 
conciliation for the Sins f the People; an 


r 


at ee die e ante u p 


boxe our Sing in bis. own; Bach on f 

Tree, chat we might be redeemed from il 
Cue of ubs Lato, being: mage: a Curſe for u 
He. is, made Sin, for uy . who knew. 10 Sal is 
that we; might be made the Ert * 
Cod in bim. g 
Thus God laid Help an Une co ho 15 nil 7 
tvs. Thus were we. redeemed; not with. cor 
ruptille Things, as Siluen aud Gold, bat wil 


and therefore if the Blood f Bulls and 
Goats: ſandtiſied to the purifying of the. Fleſh, 
how much more muſt the Blood of Chriſt vou, 
thro". the. eternal Spirit, offer d hinyelf 1 
God, * us from all Unrighteouſneſs * 
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O cheu who art called of God an High 
75 after the Order of Melchiſedeck, I 
ee in thy eternal Godhead, the F ulneſs of 
; chat Merit which atoned for all our Sins, 
! End pur haſed for us an Entrance into Life 
: verlaſting; and in thy human Nature I 
Lee thee capable of being made an Offer- 
Bins for the Sins of the whole World! 
| Tr is by this Sacrifice, O my Soul, that 


Bf Solvation. It is by this Atonement, 
What thou art free from all corroding Ap- 
|: prehenſions, ànd continual Uncertainties, 
8 Whether upon Repentance, God will turn 
\ from his Ken Anger, that we periſb not. 
F 57 this bleſſed Sacrifice thou art deliver'd 
from chat Terror which maſt ever accom- 
pany the Dread of Puniſhment from that 
E. to whom Vengeance belongeth. Thou 
Fan ft look upon God, as the Lord God, 
rercifiel and gracious, long -ſuffering, and 

E in Goodneſs and Truth; keeping 


Hranſgreſſon and Sin; thro this Blood 
of ſprinkling which ſpeaketh. better Things than 


the 


chou art put into a Capacity to be an Heir 


ercy for Thouſands, for af "ay ng Iniquity, and 


bat of Abel, will accept thy fincere, tho“ 
imperfect Obedience: 9 2 this bleſſed 
High, e * our Profeſſion, is entred into 


$ | 
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the holy Place with his own Blood, there to 
appear in the Preſence of God, and make In- 
rerceſſion for us. Thus may'ſt thou, O my 
Soul, draw near with Boldneſs, in full A, 
ſurance of Faith, thro this one Mediator, 
between God and Men, the Man Chriſt Jeſus, 
knowing that he who poured his Soul as an 
Offering for thy Sins, ſtill purſues that gra- 


cious Deſign to perfect thy Salvation. He 
its at the, Right-hand of God, and preſents 


to him that Sacrifice which he made on 


Earth, for a feet ſmelling Savour, in that 
| Nature which he aſſumed. for our Sakes, 
which was made ſubject to, and ſenſible 
of our Infirmities, and which was in all 
Points tempted like as we are, yet without 
Sin, and therefore he knows how to pity 
and ſuccour them that are tempted; and 
from the Remembrance of his own Sut- 
ferings is prompted to a compaſſionate 
Senſe of ours; and never ceaſes, in Vir- 


tue of his Blood which was ſhed for us, to 


plead our Cauſe with God, and to inter- 
ceed powerfully in our Behalf. 
By this plenary Sacrifice, by this pre- 
vailing Interceſſion thou art delivered, O 
my Soul, from the Fear of Death which 
berni PU 255 all thy Life-time 25 
9 Jelle 


| 
1 
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eld thee to Bondage. Thou may'ft now 
ook on the Grave, as a Paſſage only to 
Whoſe bleſſed Manſions. where Chriſt thy 
ESaviour bath purchas'd thee a Place, which 
Ne is gone 10 prepare for thee ; where he 
Wontinues to be thy Pattern, thy Advocate, 
Wand takes Care of thy moſt important 
WC oncerns. 
How does the Thoughts of this Sacri- 
fice give Reſt to all thoſe that labour and are 
E Geary laden? —It is the Source of all our 


7 the Soul, Both ſure and ſteadfaſt, on which 
e may ſafely rely: It is that true Conſo- 
ation of Iſrael, which fills the devout Chriſ- 
tian with a Foy unſpeakable and full of Glory 
and with a Peace which paſſeth all 3 5 
1 anding. 


l am loſt in Admiration and Winder at 


3 Salvation: Who is God like unto thee that 
&ordoneth Iniquity ? He retaineth not his An- 
Wer for ever, becauſe he aehghteth in Mercy. 


give thy Son (the Son of thy Love) thy only be- 
Wotten Son, to the End that all that believe on 


peace, of all our Comforts; that Anchor 


Wthis thy great Love towards us, O God of 


| Could it ever enter into the Heart of 
Aan, that thou didſt ſo love the World, as to 


bim * not periſh but have Py Life.. 
6 Su rel * 
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Surely no Words can expre s, no Though 
of finite Beings can reach this exalted In- 
ſtance of God's Love towards Mankind. 
Sing O ye Heavens, for the Lord bas den 
11 Shout ye lower Parts of the Earth: Bret 
forth into Singing, ye Mountains, O Fore}, 
aud every Free therein, for the Lord hath nr: 
deemed Jacob, and glorified himſelf in Iſrael. at 
Tho' the Preaching of Chriſt crucified be 
unto the Jews a ſtumbling Block, and im 
the Greeks Fooliſhneſs, yet do thou gladly 
acknowledge, O my Soul, that it is 4% 
Power of God, and the Wiſdom of God. Re. 
folve with St. Paul, to krow nothing 0M 
much, as Chrift crucified, and to glory nf 
the Crofs of Chriſt: Rejoice in the Lord, jo 
thou in the God of thy Safvation. * MM 
But whilſt thou art exulting, O ny! 
Soul, on the Greatneſs of this Salvation, ! 
remember that Chriſt is the Author of i 
only to them that obey him; to them, who 1h 
Continuance in well-doing, ſeek for Glory, aui 
Hongur, and Immortality: Comply with hit 

Conditions, who had an abſolute Right. 
preſcribe the Terms on which he wouldWit 
bleſs thee : Turn thyſelf according to hyp 

racious Deſign, from thine Hiquity. Fu. X 
5 Halineſs, without which mo Mun a d 

F 1 
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; te the Lord; and denying all Ungodlineſs 
End Worldly Tufts ; do thou Hive ſoberly, 
been, and godly in this preſent” 22 | 
4 . for that bleſſed Hope, and the plori- 
us Hppedring of the great Cod, 25 bur 
ie, Fefus Chriſt, who ga? 222 for 
© IR that be might Redeem us from all Ji 
| 0, and purify unto himſelf a Peculiar 
: People zeplais of good Works. | 


A Meditation on our Saviber $: 


Regal Office. 
2 I He that thou 8 of the Seed 7 
Abraham, and che Son of David, accord- 
{ti the Fleſh. Thou: art the King of I 


mp the Gentiles, as well as to- be the 
7 of thy People That). —O that all. the 
Norld may join in ſinging Praiſe to thee. 


Thou wert born King of the Jes, and 
ith a Ri ight and Title to the Throne of 
Davide but by neg gleQing. g and avoiding 
itwartd earth y Honours, and withdraw 
g trom chose who would have made thee 
King, haſt plainly ſhewn the :; Emprineſs 
TVahity' of Crowns and Scepters; half 


Bleffed Jeſu! my King and my God g 
Thou wert born to be @ Ligbt to 


ho art he great King over all the Barth! 


G2 * 
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| ſtampt a Dignity and Grandeur upon a 
tow Eſtate, and more eſpecially upon au 
humble and lowly Mind; haſt ſhewn cha. 
thou wert born for ſpiritual and heaven) 15 
Purpoſes, and that 1% Kingdom is not i 
this World. — Thou didlt not affect the 
Pomp andGlory of earthly Courts: When 
thou took'ſt on thee to deliver Man, thou 
didſt not abhor the Virgin's Womb; and 
though thou waſt born a Ring, wert con- 
tent to be born in a Stable; and humbl:i 
Shepherds were the onlyCourtiers of mo. 
tal Race that came to celebrate the joyful 
_ Feſtival of thy Birth. Some indeed off 
ſuperior Rank were afterwards drawn u 
the Brightneſs of thy Rifing: Wiſe Men fron 
the Eaſt (directed by Prophecy, and lei 
by a Star) came to enquire after him tha 
was born King of the Fews, and there the) 
offered him Gifts, as to a Prophet, Prief; 7 
and King. But how ſoon did the Kin 
of the Earth ſet themſelves, and the Ruler 
take Counſel together againſt the Lord, ani 
againſt his Anointed ? One King fought u 
murder, under the hypocritical Pretenc we 
of worſhipping, Him that was born K De 
1 the Fews. In his mercileſs Fury, ti 
Ives. of a Multitude of innocent Babe 
weit 
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ere cruelly deſtroyed, and, to eſcape the 
Enhuman Slaughter, thou was forced to fly 

1 into Egypt.—Another King, in Mockery 
and 8058 array'd thee in Royal Robes, 
ud ſet thee at nought. Pilate, the Roman 
Governor, asked thee, Art thou.a King! 
Vet when he had thy Anſwer, he delivered 
bee to be crucified. And thine own. Nation, 
; ; Ind more immediate Subjects cried out, 
Vr will not have this Man to reign over us, 
y with bim, crucify bim. Thus was he 
| | brought before the King and Rulers of the 
Earth; and accuſed, and condemned, and 
put to Death as a. Malefactor: The bar- 
barous Soldiers, in Mockery and Scorn, in- 
ſulted the Sovereign of all the World: 
ey put on him a Scarlet Robe, and when 
bey had platted a Crown of Thorns, they 
ut it on his Head, and a Reed in his Right- 
band, and they bowed the Knee before him, 
and nocted IS, ſaying, Hail! King of the 
; But altho” thou wert, 0 blefled Jeſu, 
bus ill-treated, crucified and flain, thou 
vert ſtill the happy Conqueror of Sin and 
Death: I dg not poſſible that thou ſhouldſt 
1 holden of it, but with Royal Power. 
WW thou didft riſe to Life again. After thy 

* 


fuch ur 
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ReſutreRi6n, ul Priver wür given thee +l 
Henven av) in Earth : Thou didſt in el 


ous Triumph aſcend into Heaven, and 
there /it down ut tht right Han of the M. 
Jeſty on high, fur above ll Principulity ani 
Power, and Might; and Dominion. Then 
was thy Regal Powet moſt eminently ly ex. 
ertedforthePhihtingand Propagating thy 
Church and Kingũ 62 n - Thou 
didſt ſend 88 eb thy holy pin upon Men 
naturaly weak and fearful, and gaveſt 
them Cou [7 
had ſeen and bird concertiing thee ; and 
didft accompany their Preaching with 
fraculous Gifts and heavenly Gra. 
ces,. that tho” they were of themfelve i 
anlearned and ignorant, uhaquainted with Wi 
Oratory and adreſs, they were able to 


boldly to declare what they 


confound 1he Wifaow of this World, and 
bring Millions of Souls 2 tive #nto th Nee 
Obedinice of Chriſt. It is by this Power that N 


thou Aſt enable them 0 7 11 unto Blood, 


and doſt at all Times enable thy Faithful is 
Followers tobe Hamellſß ad Bur mliſß, 10 


Sons of Gold, without Rebate, in the 6rd 
of a coſted ant preverſe Generation, amoi 
whom they ſhine as 2 145 Fs in 25 Morld.— 


By thy Grace, they 5 rather to ſuffer 


Affection 


AiRion with the People of God, than to en- 
7 be Pleaſures of Sin for a Seaſon, eſterming 
be Reproach of Chrift greater Rithes the 
be Treaſures and Kingdoms of the World, 
uud the Glory of them. Nh is by the fame 
race, that they can even take Pleaſure in 


briffs Sale: They are filled with Comfort, 


ion; tbey look not at the Things whith are 
en, bur at the Things whith are not ſeen ; 
Voaving reſpect unto that Recompence of Re- 
ward, which the Lord, the Righteous Judge, 
Mall give nth all that ove bis. Apptaring.— 
1 is Þy this blefſed Spirit, that thou' art 
with thy Church Ache even unto the End 
7 the Wart: and hereby it ſhall ever be 
ecurely preferved, inſomuch that he 
ates of Hell ſhall not prevail againſt it. We 


run after thee and glorified thy Name, O thou 
Holy one of Iſrael | p And we doubt not but 
thoſe glorious Promiſes, ſhall, in thy due 
Time, be amply fulfilled, when the Ful- 
neſs of the Gentiles ſhall come in; when the 


„ 
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nfirmities, in Neceſſities, in Diſtreſſes for 


Whey are-exceeding 727 at all their Tribula- 


Wee already that Nations that Knew ther not, 
(rho were Strangers to the Covenant of T/-- 
poet, and without God in the World, have 


Ann our Lord 3 reach from Sea 
10 


„ reer ee 3 
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to Sea, and from the River unto the World'; * 


End,; — when all Kingsſball kneel before bim; 


and all Nations do him Service; — when 


the Lord fhall jet his Hand a ſecond Time to ] 4 
recover the Remnant of his People, and ſhall “ 


| aſſemble the Outcoſps of Iſrael, and gather to- 
' gether the diſperſed of Fudah from the four 
Corners of the Earth ;—when. the Heathen 
hall be given to my Lord and Saviour for 
his Inheritance, and the utmoſt Parts of the 
Earth for his Poſſeſſion. O thou who art the 
Head over all Things to thy Church, may 
thy Kingdom come | ona Lord Jeſus, come 


quickly ;, let thy Ways be known upon Earth, 


thy ſaving Health unto all Nations; that all . 1 


the Kingdoms of the World becoming the King- þ 


. doms of aur Lord and of his Chrift, God's 
Will may be done on Earth, as itis in Heaven. 


—Haſten. that bleſſed Time, when Mes by 


Hall beat their Swords into Hlough-ſhares, 10 


and their Spears into Prunning- bos, neith. 


er ſhall they learn War any more, but the ok 


Wolf ſhall dwell with the Lamb, and the 


Leopard ſpall he down with the Kd, and the ME 


Calf and the young Lion together, and a lite 
Child ſpall lead them, and the Cow and the , 
Bear ſhall feed, their young ones ſhall lie down 
gelber; and the Lion [ball eat Straw ” . 
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W Ox, and the ſucking Child hall play on 
Ve Hole of the Aſp, and the weaned Child 
4 a all put his Hand on the Cockatrice Den. 
WT hey ſpall not hurt nor deſtroy in all God's 
7 b Mountain; for the Earth ſhall. be "ol 
4 the Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. 
Then ſhall be Peace upon Earth indeed, 
'F Good will towards Men: They ſhall 
ome. to Zion with Songs, and everlaſting | | 1 
Woy upon their Heads; they ſball obtain oy 8 
| | Y Gladneſs, and Sorrow and Sig ging bal! | 


i: away. - ; 
= O may thy a Doctrine tales deep | 


Root in the Hearts of all thoſe who pro- 
fs themſelves the Subjects of our great 
Pi and may they all adorn it 

@ their Life and Converſation! May wðwe 
Fall fitted and prepared to meet our ing 1h 
1 our Judge, in that great Day which is = 


x pointed for the general Judgment of all | 
e Earth! Vben the Son of Man ſhall come | N 
f m Heaven in bis Glory, and all his holy . [bf 
4 5 with him, and the 775 rumpet ſhall ſound. f 
ud enough to awaken the Dead: When 1 
che little Diſtinctions among Mortals = 


all have no longer Place, but the Rich 
Ind Great, as well as the Poor and Mean, 
hal! be ſammoned to appear before the 


H Fudgement 


— — — —— 
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Judgment Seat of Chriſt. And it is ſurely N ; 


Condition, ſhould come into great Glory 


| ſhould have Authority to ſummon all 


at his Mouth.--O tremendous and terribe 


Mountains to fall on them, and the Hills uf 


ever prey upon them; they will be given 
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very fit, that he who lived in ſo mean 3 


That he who was rejected and deſpiſed if . 
Men, ſhould fit upon his Throne, high e. 


| 3 Y 
alted in the Air, and be attended with might f 


els : That he who was condemn'd and n 
arraign'd by the Powers of the World 


high and low, rich and poor, the Kings of E 
Earth, as well as the loweſt Slaves, to ap- i. 
pear at his Bar, and to receive Sentence 

4 


Day of the Lord! O glorious and auguft 


2 
Aſſembly! How dreadful to all wicked L 
Men, when the Lord ſhall come to take tl 

1 


Vengeance on them that know not God, ani 


that obey not the Goſpel of our Lord Jeu c 


Chriſt. Theſe ſhall then be condemned i 


an irrevocable Sentence, Depart from m 
Ye curſed into everlaſting Fire, prepare 7 fo Z a 


the Devil and his Angels: How will ther + 
Hearts melt, and their Knees then ſinite . fe 
gether! How will they call in vain on tt 


cover them? Remorſe and Deſpair wil 
up to wailing and gnaſbing of Teeth, and 


385 
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: Inot be able to obtain ſo much as one 
: Drop of Water to cool their Tongues, for- 
* mented in the Flame. They that would not 
ES that Chriſt ſhould reign over them, and be 
EZ willing Subjects of 12 Kingdom, ſhall be 
for ever forced to abide under the Domi- 
nion of the Devil, and be ſubject to his 
Reign and Tyranny for ever and ever. 
But the Righteous ſhall ſtand with great 
BZoldneſs in that Day, ſecure and happy 
in His Favour and Protection, who has 
put down' all oppofite Rule and Dominion, 
and all Authority and Power, and ſubdued 
all his, and their Enemies; Sin, and 
Death, and Hell. Their Trial is at an End, 
their Warfare is accompliſb d, and now the 
Time of Recompence and Reward is 
come; not for any Works of Righteouſneſs 
BY which they have done, but by the infinite 
Mercies of God, thro' the abundant Me- 
rits of their Redeemer, their Judge, and 
KF their King; for whoſe Sake their imper- 
feet Righteouſneſs ſhall be accepted and 
rewarded. Their Redeemer cometh, and 
his Reward is with him, and his M. ork be- 
fore bim. He will invite them to come un- 
to him, and receive them, to dwell with 
him in Glory.--Come ye . of my Fath- 
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_ the Lord: They ſhall be advanced to f 
Thrones, and Crowns, and Kingdoms, MY . 


that conſummate Bliſs, as the Queen of 


that ] beard of  thee.in my own Land, and 


Saints, none but holy, righteous Perſons, 


er, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you, from 4 | 
the Foundation of the Mord: They fhall b: 


caught up into the Air, and be for ever with 


to an exalted Happineſs, but faintly ſhad- 
owed out by, Deſcriptions; to an Happi- 
neſs that Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear. heard, 
nor is the Heart of Man able to conceive, 
No Tongue can utter ; ;no Pen can de- 
{cribe; no Fancy can imagine the Hap- 
pineſs ofhim, whom God of his unbound- 
ed Munificence, delights to honour ; but 
every one ſo honoured. may truly ſay of 


Sheba did of Solomon. It was a true Report bo 


behold the half was not told me. Ibis 2 
our bave all God's Saints; and none but 


are entitled to it; none but ſuch, or at 


leaſt ſincere Penitents, are. capable oi i 
ſharing in the Merits of our bleſſed Re- rer 


deemer, and of reliſhing theHappineſs of 
Heaven: Without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee Þ 2 


the Lord. — O that we may therefore, in 62 

this our Day, know the Things that belong io | ſur 

our Peace, be fore they are hidden from - | the 
| * 


- A 
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5 zs 1 O that Men were wiſe, that they under- 
e this, that they would conſider their latter 
3 £:d But whatever others do, let it be 
4 my Care and Buſineſs O my Soul, to ſe- 
? cure an happy Eternity! Put on the wwhole 
Armour of God, that thou may'ſt fight va- 
© liantly under Chriſt's Banner; ; own that 
8 great Lawgiver, who is able to ſave and to 
Ad ſtrey, for thy Sovereign Lord and King; 
f : and let no other Lord have Rule over 
© thee, Be not cheated out of a cert: 11 In- 
© heritance,. an everlaſting. Kingdo m in 
Heaven, with the vain Ae eceitful Prot- 
* of any Kind of Happineſs upon 
Earth: Be not ſeduced with Names, and 
133 and Shadows: Let nothing ſhort 
of ſubſtantial everlaſting Happineſs en- 
groſs thy Views, and Hopes, and Cares. 
Þ Zook not at the Things which are ſeen, and 
are temporal, but at the Things which are not 
| ſen, and are eternal, knowing that thou 
mayſt, if thou wilt, be pore han Congue- 
8 ror thro” him that Joved, . | 
; O bleſſed Meſiab, grant hat may ever 
| ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, and his Righte- 
| ouſneſs, and willingly ſubmit to his Plea- 
ſure, and to whatever elſe ſhall be added 
thereunto — Lord,. let nothing be added 


„ „ "At 


78 „Ne S, Sc. | Y 
that may draw my Heart from thee, « | N 
be the Occaſion of Diſloyalty and Re. 
be lion againſt my Saviour and my King, |$.4 
Make me ever to hate Sin with a perfe? 2 
Haired, and do thou enable me to cal 
daten every Imagination that exalteth ile, 
_ againſt the Knowledge of Ged, and to bring 

into Captivity every Thought to the Obedion 94 
Ip Chriſt ; going forth conquering and u. 

_ conquer, to pull down the ſtrong Hold, 

and to deſtroy the Dominion 1 Satan 4 
and ſet up the Kingdom of Jeſus in my 
Heart. Do thou ever rule and reign there, 
da thou only; and let me be wholly an 1 

thine. Thou art of Right my Lord 1 

my King, O let it ever be my Choice, 
8 Deſire, and Delight; let me ever e. 
teem it my higeſt Honour and Happines 
to have it ſo, and to behave myſelf as thy 
dutiful Subject and devoted Servant: 8 % 
thar neither 7; Tribulation nor Diſtreſs, m 7 
Perſecution, nor Famine, nor Peril, nor Sword, 
nor Death, nor Life, nor Angels nor Princ- 
palities, nor Powers, nor Things preſent, u 
Things to come, nor Height nor Depth, u 
any other Creature, may be able to ſepara: ? 

me from the Love of God, which is in Chrij i: 
e Lord, Amn. 1 5 


r 
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NT MEM 


J Short Form of Self. Examination, which 


doe receive the HOLY SACRAMENT. 
EST TAVE I taken due Care to inform 
Ez myſelf aright of the Nature and 
Ends of that holySacrament, which I am 
about to receive? Do I conſider it as an 
holy Rite of Chriſt's own Appointment, 
to commemorate the infinite Love of our 
Saviour in dying for us, and the innume- 
rable Benefits which by his precious Blood. 
ſhedding he has obtamed to us? Have I 
duely reflected, upon the intolerable Mi- 
ſery which would have been my Portion, 
without the Merits of his Sacrifice? Am 
I duely thankful, that I am thereby not 
only delivered fromthe Wrath to come, but 
alſo made an Heir of an Inheritance incor- 
ruptible aud undefiled, of an eternal Weight 


ed with becoming Sentiments of Love, 
and Joy, and Gratitude, at the infinite 
{7 Goodneſs of God the Father, in giving up 
his Son, bis only begotten Son, that we might 


H 4 


may be very fitly uſed on the Morning 


= of Glory ? And do I feel my Heart affect- 


aut periſh, but have elernal Life: and at 
the incomparable Love and amazingCon- 
deſcenſion 


80 PR AT E RS Sc. 
deſcenſion of God the Son, Who fort 
Men, and for our Salvation, was el L 
to humble Þimelf to Death, even the Der) 4 
of the Creſs ? And have I fo juſt, fo than 
ful a Remembrance of this invaluabl 
Mercy, as to be always ready to offer uf in 
Thanks and Praiſe for the unſpeakab:Man 
Advantages which accrue to us thereby 
Am! ſenfible, that one of the chi 
Ends for which this divine Banquet waMhi 
inſtituted, and in which the Love «Mi 
Chriſt is fo plainly diſplayed, was to be. 
get, to nouriſh, and to encreaſe Brother: 
ly Love; to imprint in my Heart th 
great Neceſſity which lies upon Chriſtiau ir 
to zalk—with all Lowlineſs and Meet: 
Auth long-ſuffering, forbearing one another i 
Love, endeavouring to keep the Unity of #1 
Spirit in the Bond of Peace? Am I reſolved 
to do Good to all Men, but efpecially unto thin 
that are of the Houſhold of Faith, and wN 
demonſtrate that I am Chriſt's Diſcipt, 45 
by taking all Occaſions to do them Ser. 
vice, and by forgiving mine Enemies, e. 
ven the moſt inveterate and implacable: 
Have I thoroughly conſidered what un- 
greatful Returns J have made, in breaking MT: 


in lo often thro? the Commands of fo 9 8 


| Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 81 
o merciful a Maſter; Commands fo juſt, 
ſo excellent in their Nature, and fo eaſy 
to be obſerved? Am I convinced that 
Inis Deſign in coming into the World was 
not to ſave me, if I obſtinately continued 
in Sin, but to redeem me from all Imiquity, 
and to make me zealous of good Works ? 
and therefore that his Sacrifice will ſtand 


1 is Deſign to bleſs me, by turning myſelf 
n all Iniquity? That, on the contrary, 
WS after the vaſt Obligations J lie under, 


| ; rely ſpeechleſs at the Day of Judgment. 


er? Am I then reſolv'd, thro? the ( 
b of God, to amend my Life, and t live 


erh, rigbteouſy, and godly in this preſent 


erld; io put off, concerning the former 
onverſation, the old Man, which is corrupt 
cording to the deceitful Luſts, and be re- 


) 


Nai to pur on the new Man, which after 
Wines? And ſince by coming to the Lord's 
Table, I ſolemnly and publickly profeſs, 
that I look vpon Jeſus Chriſt as my Lord 


S—eaQ 


and 


e in no ſtead, if I co-operate not with 


ad the powerful Motives he furniſhes 
Ine with, I continue in Sin, I ſhall be in- 


nd my Condemnation ſhall be the wm 
race 


ed in the Spirit of my Mind, labouring 


Cod is created in Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 


2 PRAYERS, &. 3 
and Maſter, and do there enter into (o 
venant with him; am I fully refolvi 
to comply with my Engagements, . 
ſerving him diligently and faithfully al: 
the Days of my Lite ? = 


4 f e SY \ 


— She — 


A Prayer on the Morning we communica 
wwhich may be added to our other Devotion, Wi 
] Come to thee, O my God (rm who it 

are the Preparations ef the Heart, a 
the Diſpoſitions of our Minds for ti 
Worſhip and Service) to implore ti 
Grace and Aſſiſtance in the great Duty 
am this Day to perform. Fit me, O Loi 
by an hearty Gratitude towards my & 
viour, by a firm Reliance on his\Suff 
ings, by a fincere Love towards my Buff 
chren, by deep Contrition for my Sin 
and by a ſincere Refolution of a bett 
Courſe, to approach thine Altar, Acct: 
of the Expiation which thy Son has mad 
of all my Tranſgreſſions by the Sacrifi 
of himſelf, as of a Lamb without Blen 
and without Spot. Let the Remembranq 
of my Sins, and of his Bitter Suffering 
for them, pierce my very Heart; and en 

gage me for ever to Jove and ſerve uy 0 
52 CR ns _ 


24. 
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ho laid down his Life for me.—Cleanſe 


pe, © Lord, from all Filthineſs of Fleſh and 
Pirit; that I may be a meet Gueſt for 
hy Holy Table, and a real Partaker of 
Poſe Bleſſings and Benefits, which are 
Ecpreſented in the Sacrament of Chriſt's 


od Reſolutions in me: Enable me by 
By Grace, faithfully to perform the Con- 


uptiſm, and intend to renew in the holy 
gcacrament, by dedicating myſelf intirely 


We rom my Sins in bis own Blood. To him be 
n for ever, Amen. 

= DIRECTIONS. -: 
| Þ J HE N the Sermon is ended, let us endeauour 
WT to compoſe our Thoughts, and raiſe our Af. 


Hions to à devout Attendance on the ſucceeding 
acramental Service. The Numbers that depart 
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ection upon the Neglect and Contempt, that 
berely thrown upon the Ordinance of our Lord 
i Mafter., How unaccountable it is for the 
WO iſciples of Jeſus Chri/? to think that he will be 
eaſed with our hearing a Sermon (the lea Part, 

Y much, if any Part at all, of Chri/tian Worſbip) 


plemn Act of our holy Religion. 
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BBody and Blood. Strengthen O Lord, all 
ons of that Covenant which I made in 


Wind for ever, to the Service of my bleſſed 
edeemer, who has loved me, and waſhed 


Wt of the Church, may ſuggeſt to us a melancholy 


bit we live in the habitual Negled? of this moſt 
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prevailing Merits of the Death and Pa 
Lord with thy Holy Spirit in the ore! r 


Duty and Service Iam about to perform 
grant that nothing, during all the Tin 


Heart with ſuch an Ae 1 thy Preſenc: 


of this Divine Banquet. 


my Redeemer's Sufferings, as may film 
Soul with Love and Gratitude toward 


A Prayer to diſpoſe our Minds for the Dew : 
Celebration of the Lord's Supper, 18 
may beuſed, if Tune permit, in the Ii 
val between the Sermon and the Commu 
on- Serdice. | 
LMIGHTY God, by whoſe Boum 1 
A and Goodneſs I have now an e 
portunity offered me of approaching Hl 
Table, and of pleading before thee, t 


on of thy Son Jefus Chriſt ; aſſiſt me, 


of this holy Action, may "make me ui 
mindful of that Reverence and Reſpti 
which I owe unto thy Divine Majeſty, 0 
that Attention which becomes the Cie 
bration of theſe holy Myſteries. Fill Ni 
as may fix my wandering Thoughts con: 
pole my diſorderly Alfections, and fi 
up my faint and cold deſires, that I ma 
feel the Power, and tafte the Sweetnt i 


Grant that I may have ſuch a Senſe «i 


40 1 


— 
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ö Jim, for thoſe ineſtimable Benefits he has 


Burchaſed for me; that I may have ſuch 


5 of my Sin, which occaſioned all 


s Sorrows, as heartily to bewail and de- 


. them; ſuch a Faith in that full, per- 


8 Oblation and Satisfaction made upon 
e Croſs for the Sins of the World, as 
bay qualify me for thy Mercy, and ren- 


r thee gracious! and propitious to me, a 
iſerable Sinner; ſuch a Conviction of 


y own Weakneſs and Inſufficiency, as 


Way procure thy gracious Aid and Aſſiſt- 
ee; ſuch longingDeſires of being made 
e nformable to thy holy Will and Plea- 


f | Servant, all the remaining Days of my 
fe, thro' the Merits of 1 Chriſt my 


. 


Wre, as may transform me intothy Divine 


age, and fix me to continue thy faith- 


"ONE. ©, 


"DIRECTIONS: 


z Ven the Offertor * begins, the Aevout Com- 


nicant may be profitably employed in ſhort Me- 
Wations and Aſpirations, ſuitable to ſome of the 


ages of Scripture then read, eſpecially ſuch as | 
at that Time moſt affeft him: As for Example, 
Et your Light ſo ſhine before Men, c. Bleſ- 


Fed Jeſu ! thou art the Light of the World; 
0 that the whole World were guided by that 
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86 PRAYTER'S, &c. 
«© bright ſhining Light !--Grant that I may eve 
C follow the Light of thy Doctrine and Exam 
4. O that I may abominate all Pride and vm 
« Glory and Ofentation, and all Thoughts MR 
« doing any Thing, with even the moſt diftan 
„ View, to obtain the . Praiſe of Men! Bu 
, may I never be aſhamed to be ſeen of Mn, 
«© where public Duties are required; where 
e there may be Occaſion to de good; when 
4 my Example may be ufefal to others, and! 
«© may be inſtrumental in leading them to JL 
« rify our Father which. is in Heauen. 

A Prayer at the Offering of our Alms. 
| hs RD, all Thing; come of thee, and i 
t bine 0wn do I give unto thee + I dell 
to honour. the Lord with my Subſtance, a 
with every Part of 'myIncreaſe. Lord pal 
don all my ſinful and vain Expences, au 
grant that for the future I may ever co 
ſider myſelf as a Steward of thoſe goo 
Things which thou haſt given me. An" 
O let me behave as one that muſt give s 
Account, and of whom it is required that! 
be found faithful ! Grant that what I di 
poſe of to charitable Ules, may be eng 
given with right Intention and /ing/e 
with an open Hand and chearful Heat 
in a due Proportion to my Subſtance ch 
Fortune in the World. - And do T th 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 87 
8 Meſs my Baſket and my Store, and bleſs me 
oO Lord, in the temperate Uſe and pru- 
. dent Enjoyment thereof. Accept my 
Thanks and Praiſe that thou haſt enabl- 
ed me to relieve the Wants of others, and 
haſt graciouſly inclined me ſo to do, and 
to give with a dutiful Regard to thee.-- 
J chat my Alms, and the Alms of all thy 
= Servants here aſſembled, together with 
our Prayers, may come up for a Memorial 
before tbee O that the Lord may be 
pleaſed to accept of what we do for ain 

WSake, and for the Relief of his poor 

Members, as done unto himſelf ! "-BIefled 
eſu ! thou didft not diſdain the humble 
| ; Offering of the poor Widow ; nay, thou 
aidſt prefer it before all the coftly Offer- 
; | ings of the Rich.—O purify our Hearts, 
i and accept the Offerings of our Hands, 
not for any Worthineſs in us or chem, 
but for thy own Righteouſneſs Sake, for 
bon alone art worthy 1 


Dou are poor, and have no Ain te give, oy | 
"HANKS be to God, who favour- 
ably receiveth charitable Deſires, 


here there is no Power to do more; who 
f there be but :a willing Mind, will accept 
= £ it 
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it according to that a Man hath, and nt 


according to that he hath not. — Give Grace 
O Lord, to them that are Rich in this 
Morid, to do good, to be Rich in good Works, 
ready to diſtribute, willing to Communicate, 
and do thou reward them an Hundred fell 
into their Boſom. May we that ſtand in 
need and partake of their Liberality, be 
thoroughly thankful, for the ſame: May 
we be content with our Condition, and 
place our whole Dependance upon thee 
our God, who made the Rich and elbe ben 
aa. corel for bath alike, — 


'DIRECTIONS. 


When the General Confeſſion js 3 let 
us take Care that our Hearts correſpond with our 
1 Let us recollect the Sins we have beci 
guilty of ;—their ſeveral Azgravations ;—as ſin- 
ning againſt the frequent Admonitions of Conſcence; 
perhaps after repeated Vows, and Promiſes of 
Amendment; made to God privately, and in this 
facred Phe. Sc. For indeed, if the Confeſſion 
of our Sins be not attended with ſincere Com- 
punction of Heart, and with rea] Purpoſe of Re- 
formation, it will be only like ſounding Braſs or 


a tinckling Cymbal, and wilt therefore, profit us 

notes" 5 
The Exhortation 5 Sentence after the Ab- 
ſolution, may be eaſt 10 applied to a Oy 
05 


S Suitable tothe Lord's Supper. 89 
We, turning them into Prayers, if they be read 
Jas the Biſhop of Sodor and Man adviſes they 
old be) with great Deliberation, ** that the 


People may have Time to reflect upon them, — 


5 and t6 apply them every one fo theG omfort of his 
BS wn Soul, and to the Prevention H all unrea- 
enable Fears and. Doubts of Ged's gracious 
Pardon and Acceptance.” As for Example: 
V God loved the World, that he gave his only be- 
Motten Son, that all who believe in him ſhould not 


than the Sacrifice of thy Son; O1 qualify 
my Soul to receive the Benefit of it, by a 


dis Death; that may eſcape thoſe Puniſh- 
ments my Sins deſerve, and obtain that Sal- 
vation thou haſt graciouſly promiſed.” Or 
I may ever love and obey thee, who hadſt ſuch 
Love and Concern for me, to ſave me from. 
Iden the Miniſter breaks the Bread, let us re- 
ember bow ſhamefully the bleſſed Body A aur 
Tord was torn upon the Croſs 3 and when he 
es the Cup; let us remember with what Tor- 


W4cwiſe ſpilt. And let us remember farther, that 
vas for our Sins that he ſuffered theſe bitter 


$emembrance ought to produce, I have already 
| pnſidered in the foregoing Friendly Call, p. 10 to 


J 


f I et Des — 
— — — 


— Ts 4” 


Neriſb, but have everlaſting Liſe.—“ No greater 
& Evidence of thy Love, O Lord can be deſired 


firm and immoveable Faith in the Merits of 


u believe; Lord increaſe my Faith, that 


nt and Ignominy his ſacred: Blood was there 


wid ignominous Things. I hat Effect ſuch a 
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lich for Breviiy Sake, I muſt refer the Reader. 
* 5 | | 1 
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Have inferted a variety of Prayers, (bf 
„and after receiving the Holy Elements) that ti 1 
Reader who has Nerd of ſuch Helps, may em N 


! 5 whole Time profitably and devoutly, when tb 

ws large numbers of Communicants to receiv 

hen the Congregation is ſmall, his ews Diſen 
tion muſt tell him which is proper to he uſed, aff 
Which omitted. But let me admoniſß him not i 
7 u Fer the above, or any other private Devotion, 
interrupt or take from the Attention ſo juſtly a 
Preferably due to thoſe of the Church, for theſe ai 
intenled only during the Time of diſtributing 
Elements, and muſt be immediately broke off, wi" 
the Pri ff returns to the Lord's Table. Z 


+ —_— ——_— 
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4 Commemorative Meditation on our Sai 
our*s Suſterings. i 


SSIST me, O bleſſed Jeſus, whil 
I contemplate thy extreme Suffer 
ings. Open thou mine Eyes, that I may har 
2 full Perception, and a juſt Admiration, 
end a laſting Impreſſion made upon mir 
Heart: and that I may be fo affect 
with a View of them, as may enable n 
to comprehend with all Saints what is i 
Breadth and Length, and Depth and Hay 
&f thy Love; and TTY to purſue thol 


86 
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ES car Ends which thou didſt propoſe to 1 
chyſelf in undergoing ſo much Miſery al | 
and Torment. | Ls: I 
I remember O my Saviour, that when | If 
thou wert in the Form of God thou madeſ | 
Bi thyſelf of noReputation,and tookeſt on thee the {1 
um ofaServant ! and that inſtead of being 
treated as the Son of God, thou waſt not 
treated with that common Humanity, 
W which is due to the leaſt of the Sons of Men! 
= —Tho? thou wert Innocence itſelf, and 
didi no Sin, neither was Guile found in thy 
mouth; yet waſt thou deſpiſed and rejected 1 
f Men: Thy Virtues were reckoned as Wo. 
Crimes; and for thy Courteſy and Hu- 1 
mility, waſt thou accounted a Glutton and wo. 
4 Wine-bibber,a Friend of Publicans and Sin- 1 
W 7s! Tho? all the Prophecies concern- 1 
ing the Meſſias were fulfilled in thee, and 1 
all the Characters of Place, Time, and 1 
Perſon, did fully agree to what was fore: 
told by the Prophets; tho* thy Doctrine | 
was as becoming the Son of God tore» | Ni 
| veal, as the Sons of Men to receive: yet. 
(O thou Truth itſelf!) thou waſt brand-- | 1 
ed with the opprobious Title of a Dereiv- 
e and Pes verter of the People. — Tho“ thy: || | 
Miracles joudly proclaimed the Truth of, 
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92 EFRAYERS, Fe. L 
thy divine Miſſion, and were ſo publicl | 
performed that their Reality could not be 
denied; yet in order to take off the Foro 
of that evidence, thou waſt accounted a 
Magician; and abſurdly, as well as Blaſ. Wc 
phemouſly ſuppoſed to caſt out Devils, thri Re 
Beelzebub the Prince of the Devils, (as if d. 
tan could caſt out Satan; as if the Devil 
could ſo miſtake his Intereſt, as to lend 
his Arms to deſtroy his own Kingdom) 
Thou cameſt unto thine own, and thin: Wa 
_ own received thee not; to thine own Crea- Wi 
tures, and they did not acknowledge their Wh 
Maker! to thine own Kindred, and they 
eſteemed thee not. Tho' he Foxes have 
Holes, and the Birds of the Air have Neſis, 
nay tho' the Earth was thine, and the Ful. 
neſs thereof, thou hadſt not where to lay thin 
Head. I remember that thy Soul was /or- 
 rowful even unto Death, and that thou didſt 
feweat as it were great Drops of Blood: How 
terrible muſt be thine Agony !--I remem- 
ber how thou waſt treacherouſly appre- 
hended,and bound as the vileſt Malefact- 
or; betray d by one of thine ownDilſciples, 
deny'd by another, and forſook by all; 
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| ignominiouſly haled before the Tribunal 
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Jof Annas, Caiaphas, and Pilate; ſcourged ! 
phndtolded buffetted! ſpit upon! and 
Edit even a Murtherer ſet inCompetition 
[ with, nay preferr'd before thee! I ſee thee 
S condemn'd by Clamour and Malice, when 
even the Judge himſelf had confeſſed thee 
Wnnocent.—l ſee thee, O King of Heaven, 
k owned with Thorns, oppeſſed with the 
Weight of thine own Croſs, and put to 
1 a moſt ignominious and cruel Death; 
Placed between two Thieves; ra! 


8 


he moſt bitter Sufferings, wih the Taunts. 
ö 1 2 = Inſults of a vile abandon'd Populace: 


have a Sort of Right to, when brought 
o ſuffer the Reward of their evil Deeds) 


mitten, and by the moſt deſperate Wick- 
Wedneſs, and the moſt unheard of Cruelty, 

ee to the Grief of thee whom He had 
bvounded.— T Bey wagged their Heads, and 

Feviled thee, e. on the Croſs ! 

Never ſurely, was ſpotleſs Innocence ſo 
baſely aſperſed Never was tranſcendent 
g Coodneſs ſo unreaſonably abuſed ! Never 
Vas Majeſtic Greatneſs ſo daringly ans 
Y S1 


vith the Tranſgreſſors, and loaded, amidſt. 


who (inſtead of ſhowing that common 
Compaſſion which the moſt flagitious 


continued to perſecute thee whom. God bad 


— 


———— — HS I5S0s — —— 
— = 


Ines” — Bad 
— 
. 


— 
— P  G——— 
3 — VER — 
. any wn. 
** 


deſpitefully affronted ! Juſtly thou! 
migheſt have exclaimed : I am the Mn 
that have ſeen Aﬀfittions by the Rod of God. 
Wrath. Ts it Nothing to you, all ye that pil 
by, Bebold and fee, if there be any Sorran 
lite unto my. Sorrow, wherewith the Lan 
Has afflifted me in the Day of fierce Anger! 
What then had thou done, thou meek 
Lamb of God to be thus made a Speracle ii 
the World, to Angels, and to Men? Wha 
hadſt thou deſerved, thou Saviour d 
Mankind, to be thus cruelly treated, eve 
by thine own: Country- men; to be th 
wounded in the Houfe of thy Friends? Wha 
was thy Crime, and the Cauſe of all ti 
Pains ?* Why didſt thou give thy Bact. 
the Smiters, and thy Cheeks to them that plut. 
ed off the Hair? Why didſt thou not hid 
thy Face from Shame and Spitting? WI 
was thou extended on the curſed Tree fu 
the Space of three long long Hours, a 
laſt expiring as the vileſt Malefactor. - 
Thou hadſt done nothing amiſs. Thou wal 
cut off, but not for thyſelf , not for any De. 
merit or Fault of thine;—not for thy ſl, 
in Regard of any Benefit thou couldſt te-. 
ceive thereby. But the Sins of Mankind 
were the only Cauſe : The Lord laid 1 nf 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 95 
nee the Iniquity of us all : Thou haſt born 
ES. Grizfs, and carried our Sorrows ; thou 
Eaſt wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and 
ES ruiſed for our Iniquities : The Chaſtiſement of 
ES Peace was upon thee,and with thy Stripes 
Eve were healed. Mas there ever any Sorrow: 
ES: that which my Lord and my God en- 
lured for me? Was there any Love like 
he Love which my Lord and my God 
has ſhewed to me ? I contemplate with 
Wonder, I adore from the Bottom of my 
Heart, this unutterable Prodigy of Con- 
eſcenſion and Mercy. Why cannot I, 
Lord, love thee again with an unbound- 
ed Love, and ſhew the Sincerity of this 
Love, by a conſtant and uniform Obedi-- 
ence to all thy Laws; by daily denying 
ſelf, and taking my Croſs ; by living only 
Eto thee ; by cleanſing myſelf from all Filthi- 
e both of Fleſh and Spirit, perfecting Ho- 
Vieſ in the Fear of God ? 
All this thou didſt ſuffer, O bleſſed. 
“Jeſus, of thy own:Free-Will and Choice; 
for thou hadſt Legions of Angels ready to 
eſcue thee, if this had been thy Pleaſure. 
But by willingly undergoing ſo vile a 
EVeath, ſo full of Pain and Shame, thou 
| haſt' 


Ae 4 


96 PRAYERS, G # 
haſt given us a Pattern of ſubmitting u 
the ſharpeſt Sufferings, eſpecially forth: | 

Sake of divine Truth. By humbling 4, 

| when thou waſt Lord of all, to a ſorron. 
ful Life and bitterDeath ; enduring Scan 

and Shame and Pain, with perfect Pati. 


ence and Submiſſion, without expreſſug i 
any Reſentment either againſt God a 


Man; thou haſt taught us how to /«fr Wk 
according to the Will of Cod, and how wi 
may tralyexaltourſelves.--By forgiving, Wl 
and praying for all that contributed to thy 
Sufferings thou haſt taught us how toi 
behave ourſelves. towards our moſt mali-W 
cious Enemies. Thy afffictive Lite and 
Death, O Son of God, in whom: yet thy d. 
vine Father was well pleaſed, has given ui 
a full Proof that they who are moſt Mi. 
erable here, may be moſt of all, in his Fay: 
our; and that worldly Eaſe and Profpe- 
rity are no Tokens of his Love towards 
us. As the Principal End of thy Death 
was to be a Sacrifice for the Sins of Men; 
ſo may I make it. my prineipal Care not 
to loſe the Benefit thereof, for want of: 
proper Application. And may theſe Con. 
ſiderations teach me to cheriſh in mi 


Heart ſuch an Eſteem and Love for thet 
| who. 


Z Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 97 
no haſt done and ſuffered ſo much for 
| 4 y Sake, as may prevail againſt all my 
Deſires and Affections here below. | 
May thy profound Humility, thy un- 
earied Patience, thy Lamb-like Meek- 
es, thy immaculate Innocence, thy in- 
incible Courage, thy intire Reſignation, 
y compaſſionate Love of Souls, thy per- 
d Charity to thy Enemies be for ever be- 
re my Eyes! may I tread in thy Steps, 
d conform myſelf to thy Image: That 
ring made thee the Object of my Imi- 
tion upon Earth, I may be called to 

Worify and praiſe thee in Heaven, with 
Ingels, Archangels, and all the Saints de- 


4 ted i in thy F aith and Fear. Amen. 
4 RT 


* * 


Y Meditation on a Wards : Do this i in 
Remembrance of me, which may be alſo 
5 Yet if Time will permit. 


©] ND is it likely, is it poſſible, O bled 
n; l ed Lord, that I ſhould forget thee? 
10! Wce, ſo great a Benefactor to Mankind? 
eee, fo affectionate a Friend and Lover 
n- Souls? Is it poſſible, that I ſhould ever 
ny rget thee; I, who receive all the Bene- 
net Ns of thine Agony and Moody Sweat, of 
py K thy 


Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, and moſtp:WiR 


ble; [my continual Tranſgreſſions wif 


3 


of this heavenly Feaſt; that our Than 4 
Length of Time ſhould obliterate vi 


thyſelf before us hanging upon the Ci 


that II could behold theſe lively Emblen 
with the ſame Affection, with which 

| ſhould have been moved, had I been 
mournful Spectator of the diſmal Trage 


98 PRAYERS, Ge. & 
thy Croſs and Paſſion, of thy precious 
Death and Burial, of thy moſt gloria 


valent Interceſſion Alt is, alas, too poſh 


ſadly publiſh it, and my prefent Stupid 
ty and Indevotion do too evidently declafiſ® 
it!] Yet praiſed be thy Wiſdom, wh 
haſt taken Care to bring thy great Gu 
often to our Remembrance by the RetunM 


fulneſs may be often rewarded ; 


Memory of thy wonderful Charity to 
miſerable Sinners. Thou ſtill doſt preſ* 


thy Body torn and rent with Wound 


and thy precious Blood guſhing out pH 
tifully from thy Side, to put us in Mili 
how much thou haſt ſuffered for us, . 
thou who art not preſent to our Sen 


mighteſt always be ſo to our Underſtan ' 
ing. I hus thou art evidently ſet forth 
fore our Eyes as crucified among us. 


itſel ; 


V Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 99 
feif. When thou didſt ſuffer, % Rocks 


ere rent in ſunder; and mult not m 
Scart be as hard as a Piece of the nother 
,- Slone, not to be mollified at the Con- 
deration of theſe Sufferings ? 

E If thoſe who out of an heroic Principle 
f Patriotiſm, have expoſed themſelves to 
u the Miſeries, and Hardſhips, and Ad- 
erſities of human Life, and have redeem- 
a the Lives of Thouſands with the ge- 


erous Loſs of their own, deſerve to have 


| 7 heir Names mentioned with Honour, and 
WE heir Memories held dear by their Coun- 
ymen; ſurely thine, O bleſſed Jeſus, 


© P. to be had in everlaſting Remembrance. 


or how trifling are the Services of the 


ble Advantages we receive from thee ?— 

he greateſt Heroes could only defend 
er Country from ſome temporal Evil; 
nd perhaps (thro' the manifold Changes 


Viour, haſt wrought eternal Redemption for 
&' The happier Effects of thy Death are 
Always freſh, always prevailing; and are 
ot t limited to the Time of thy Suffer- 
Wn, but extend to all Gencraticns. 


Ppeſt Men, compared with the unſpeak - 


| : And Chances of this World ) only ſuſpend 
Wt for a while : But thou, O bl-ed Sa- 


1 „ . 


* a 4 


— — —7 


00 approach thy holy Table; there to con 


happy; poor, that we might be enrich 


Price, but we get the Purchaſe. By tiy 8 


cleanſed ! — What ſhall 1 render unto * F 
ny Lord, for all thy Benefits towards mi 


Mercies. 


100 RN 8 . 

Bleſſed God, and Saviour of Mankin 1 
what ſhall J render unto thee, for {uf | 
mighty Love, for ſuch ineſtimable Bet 
fits as thou haſt purchaſed for, and u 
ready to confer upon me? What ſhalt 


ſay unto thee, O thou Preſerver of Men! 


thou Lover of Souls! now that I am going Z 


memorate this great Love of thine to ui 3 


and to partake of thoſe invaluable Blei 
ings, which by thy precious Blood-ſhel 2 


ding thou haſt obtained for us? — Hi 
wonderful are thy Doings towards the Cu 
dren of Men! Thou wert pleaſed to i. 
made miſerable, that we might be mad 


Thou felteſt the Smart; but we receiv 
the Eaſe ; Thou the Sufferings, but IM 


the Mercy; Thou the Stripes, but wi 
the Comfort; Thou the Thorns, but «BM, 


ſhall have the Crown; Thou paidſt tht 


Death we live! By thy Blood we ar 


—#[T am not worthy of the leaſt ef all th 
1 


; Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 101 
| Ne following Prayer for God's Acceptance 


„Four Service, may be uſed, if Time will 
RY permit, juſt before approaching the Lord's 
BY Table. 


14 f Lord, our Father, and moſt grocious 
bod, whoſe Name is from everlaſting, 


Book down from Heaven, from the Hobitc- 
ion of thy oline Jah of thy Glory, in Mer - 
ry upon us here aſſembled to make a ſo- 
emn Memoria! of the Death and Paſſion 
of % Son, according to his Inſtitution, 
end in Obedience to his Command. Grant 


laat no Defe& in any of us may hinder us 
om partaking of the Benefits of that 
one perfect Sacrifice, Oblation, and Sa- 
5 tisfaction once made upon the Croſs for 
a the Sins of the whole World, which is 
j 


Where repreſented and commemorated be- 
Wore thee. We beſeech thee 197 to remein- 
Ver againſt us former Iniquitics, but to behold 
be Face of thine Anointed, and for his Sake 
to turn from the Fiercencſs of thine Anger o- 
wards us. Send thy holy Spirit into our 
j Hearts, tocleanſe and ſanctify us through- 
out in Soul aud Body, that together with 
theſe conſecrated Elements of Bread and 
Wine now offered unto thee, we (obo 
3 wait 


102 PRAYERS, Ge. 


watt for thy loving Kindneſs, O Lord, in ih 
Midſt of thy Temple) may receive thoſe in. 
ward Graces and Bleſſings they were ap- 
pointed to convey, and be waſhed in that 
cuntain, which thou haſt opened for Hi 
and Uncleanneſs. Behold, we put our Con. 
i:dence in thy Mercy, let us never be con. 
founded. SY 
Thou art, O bleſſed Jeſu ! hr true x. 
ing and Lite-giving Bread which cam 
cron from Heaven: O may we ſo cat of 
this Bread, may we ſo partake of he Fruit 
of thy Paſſion, as to live fer ever! 
O © bleſſed Spirit of Grace, repair ou 
Weakneſſes, ſubdue our evil Inclinations, 
confirm our Repentance, enliven our Gra 
titude ; dwell in our Hearts by Faith, en. 
large our Hopes, increaſe our Charity: 
Accept our humble and ſincere, tho' im- 
perfect and unworthy Service; make [i 
terceſſion for us, and ſeal us unto the DM 
of Redemption ! — O let us continue thine WW 
for ever, and daily increaſe in all holy 
Graces more and more, until we come 
to thine everlaſting Kingdom, thro? Jeſus 
Chriſt our blefled Lord and Saviour! 
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Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 10 3 
A. our Approach to the Lord's Table. 
5 N the Multitude of thy Mercies will I 


go unto the Altar of God, even un- 
0 Ke God of my Joy and Gladneſs,—If 
hou, Lord, ſhouldſt be extreme to mark 
What is amiſs, who may abide it? but 
ich the Lord there is Mercy and plen- 
| [1 $c0us Redemption. Claath me O Lind, in 
the Wedding-Garment, and grant that 
5 ? Leſus Chriſt, (whoſe Death I do now thank- 
| Wi commemorate, and whoſe Body I deſire 
bc to conſider and diſcern, in the holySa- 
crament,) may be unto me Wiſdom and 
1 and Sanctification, and 
Redemption. Fn 


; 4 3 
7 : * — 4 — 


E RE follows a variety of Sentences, that 
5 the Communicant may ſelect thoſe which 
de likes beſt ; but by no Means with any View 
that he ſhould uſe them all, if Time does not 
wy conveniently permit: And I give this Caution, 
becauſe I have obſerved ſome People to ſtay an 
unreaſonable Time at the Table after they have 
tecceived, (I ſuppoſe to go thro' all the Forms 
Hof Prayer mentioned in the Book, which they 
Y | have i in their Hands) to the great Inconvenience: 
of other Communicants, and the Interruption 


1 oſ the Service. : | 
: K 4 Ejac- 


{4 
, A 


oc PRAYERS; Ge. 
Eiaculations at the Lord's Talle. 
Bleſſed Jeſu! in the Bread broken 
behold thy Body torn with Whip, 
and Thorns, 80 Nails; and in the Wir 
poured out, thy precious Blood ſhed u 
my Sins |! . 
By thine Agony and bloody Sweat : 
by thy Croſs and Paſſion, and by thy [1 
precious Death, good Lord deliver me; 
be merciful to my e e r «i 
my Sins, and my Iniquities o thou . 
inember no more. 1 
O Lamb of God, who takeſt away the Si 4 
of the World, my Soul truly waiteth unn 
#hee, for of thee cometh my Salvation. F 
J am not worthy to eat of the Crunn 
which fall from my Maſter's Table. 1 
Chriſt has loved us, and gave himſelf fr 
us, an Offering and a Sacrifice to God for 1 
feveet ſmelling Savour. b 
Greater Love hath no Man than this, tha 
a Man lay down bis Life for his Friend ;— 
But God commended his Love towards us, in 
that whilſt we were yet Sinners Chris died 
for us. For, we were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible Things as Silver and Gold, but with 
the precious Blood of Chriſt, as of a Lan 
without Blemiſh and oa "9M * 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 150 
At receiving of the Bread*. 


Eat this Bread, my Lord and my Ged, 

| II in Remembrance of thy wonderful 
Love towards Mankind, and with an en- 
ere Truſt in the Merits of thy Death. I 
deſire to thank thee with an unfeigned Heart, 
r thou art good, and thy Mercy endureth 
er ever. Make me a Partaker of the Vir- 
oe of thy crucified Body, and grant that 
may crucify the Fleſh, with its * 

i : and Luſts . 
A receiving if the Cup? 
ill receive the Cup of Salvation, and call 
pon and praiſe the Name of the Lord. 
& 1 drink this Cup, Lord, in a thankful 
I -ommemoration of thy Blood ſhed for the 
MRemiſſion of Sins ;—of the new Covenant in 

Y Blood, the Covenant of Mercy there- 
by purchaſed and ſealed and aſſured to us. 
g Bleſſed be God who is rich in Mercy, for 
Fung us this Covenant of Peace— for juſ- 
Ving us freely by his Grace, thro the Re 
yption that is in Chriſt Feſus. 
Mind here fervently (but filently) to join with 


| te Prieſt, when he addreſſes you in thoſe pathetic 
Words, The Body of our Lerd, Sc. . The Elo of our 


ra, &c. 
AS 


—— 


too PRATERS, &c. 

As God is faithful, ſo may I be failhſil 
in his Covenant ! 

May the Blood of Chrif, who thro the 
eternal Spirit offered himſelf without Spot 15 
God, purge my Conſcience from dead Works 10 
erde the living God. 

O Lord I beſcech thee deliver my y Soul! let 
me be waſhed and cleanſed in the Blood 
of the Lemb, which was in. from ihe J uli. 

dation of the Warld. 

Mie that were afar off, are mede nigh ly 

the Blood of Chriſt. 

Thanks be unto God, for bis unſpeokal 
Gift, in ſending his Son into the Warld ; in 
whom we have Redemption thro his Blud 
even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins; accorarng l 
the exceeding Riches of bis Grace. 

I pleaſed the Father that in bim ſhould al 

Fulneſs dwell ; and having made Peace ihri 
the Blood of his Creſs, by bim to reconcile al 
Things unto Himſelf. 

Let us give Thanks unto the F ather, ul 
hath made us meet to be Partakers of the I 
heritance of the Saints in Light ; who hai 
delivered us ſrom the Power of Darkneſs, and 
hath tranſlated us into the Kingdom of l 
dear Son. 


I. this as manife ted the Love of Godt tt 


_ evard 
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vards us, becauſe that God ſent bis only be- 
Totten Son into the World, that we might live 
re him. Herein is Love, not that coe loved 
od, but that he loved us, and fent his Son lo 
e the Propitiation for our Sins. = 
BE Therefore ſpall every good Man ſpeak of thy 
5 P raiſe without ceaſing : O my God! 12 coil / 
ive Thanks unto thee for ever. 
= Worthy is the Lomb that was Hain to re- 
eive Power, and Riches, and Wiſdom, and 
Strength, and Honour, and Glory, and Bleſſing. 
= Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us 
rom our Sins in his own Blood (for thou haſt 
Wedeemed us to God by thy Blood, out of every 
BKinared and Tongue, and People, and Na- 
Wien!) and has made us Kings and Prieſts un- 
% God and his Father, to him be Glory and 
on for ever and ever, Amen. 


125 {Thanhpoing Projer when you are return. 
I ed to your Pew. 


T Praiſe and glorify thy Name O moſt 
L merciful Saviour, for this ſignal Fa- 
Four of admitting me to thy holy Table, 
o commemorate thy Death, and receive 
Bc Pledges of thy roving Altho' I am 
ſimworchy of the leaſtof thy Mercies, thou 

nd — ſatisfied me with the Fat- 


neſs 


4 4 
nv 
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neſs of thine Houſe, and thou haſt made ni 


erink of the River of Pleaſures , therefor 
in the Midſt of the Congregation <cill I pr 
thee : I will pay my Vows beſore them thi. 
fear thee. —O how plentiful is thy Good 
which thou haſt laid up for them that fen 
thee, and put their Truſt in thee !—O h 
amiable are thy Tabernacles O Lord ef He: 
May in thy Courts is beiter than a Thor ſan; 
Bleſſed are they that dwell in thy Houſe — 
Lord it is good for us to be here. —Bleſs thW% 
Lord, O my Soul, and all that is within u 
bleſs his holy Name ©: Bleſs the Lord, O 
Soul, and forget not all his Benefits; who fe- 
giveth all thine Iniquities, who healeth all th 
Diſeaſes : Who e thy Life from Do- 
truction, who crowneth theewith loving Rind. 
neſs and tender Mercies : Who ſatisfeth ih 
Mouth with good Things. — As long as IT 
will I magnify thee in this Manner, and li 
up my Hands in thy Name. Thou art my Gu, 
and I will thank thee, thou art my God, ani 
T will praiſe thee. I will love thee, O Tom 
my Strength and my Salvation; I will d 


thee, and ſpeak good of thy Name. 


I have now remembered thy Death: . 


O grant that by the Power thereof, * 


World may be crucified unto me, and 1 4 0 
me. Wo 


Pg . 
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ES: Yeorld. Imprint in my Mind ſuch a 
EJively Senſe of thy Sufferings, that I may 
ever crucify thee afreſh, and put thes to an 
ES per ſhame, by relapſing into Sin. O let 
it never have Dominion over me | Behold 1 
Preſent unto thee my Body and Soul, for a 
ing, holy, and acceptable Sacrifice, which 
e my reaſonable Service. Accept this Of- 
fering which I make in thy Dwelling with 
ereat Gladneſs, abſolutely and without the 
leaſt Reſerve. Strengthen my Reſolution 
to be faithful unto Death. Let me be re- 
| | newed in the Spirit of my Mind, and abound 
i every good Work ; ſo that going from 
Strength to Strength, I may at laſt over- 
ome the World; and having loved and 
ſerved, and followed thee, without ſeeing 


| Wthee, I may be with thee (according to 
thine own Prayer) where thou art, to 


Bbebold thy Glory; and with the Multitude 
f Heavenly Hoſts, and the Spirits of juſt 
Nen made perfect, may aſcribe Bleſſing and 


rr 


* 


Honour, and Glory and Power unto him that 
itteth upon the Throne, and unto the Lamb 


Wor ever, and ever. Amen. 


Phils - 
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This 1 15 now aproper Seaſon to be mind. 


ful of the Wants and Neceſſities of ou WF 


Brethren z; and we cannot better exer. 
ciſe our Charity than by recommend. 


ing the whole State of Mankind to thei a 


Mercy and Goodneſs of God ; and by 


interceding with him, for a Supply 0 Wt 


whatever they ſhall ſtand in Need of, 
4 e for the whole State of Mankinl 


God, who art loving unto every Man 8 
and "whoſe Mercy is over all th 


Wi Ch, accept my Supplications, Prayer; z 


and Interceſſions which I make for all Mu 
in Obedience to thy Commands, and «Me 
a Teſtimonyof my Charity towards them, 
Enlarge the Borders of thy Sanctuary, tu 
the Heathen may fear thy Name: Give th 
Son the Heathen for his Inheritance, andi 
«tmoſt Parts of the Earth for his Paſ/:{0.W 
O that the Heathen might know ther, and 
the People cubo have not called upon thy Nam 
May the Gentiles ſee thy Rigbteoiſucſe, au 
ell Kings thy Glory. That all the Earth mi 
loo unto thee and be ſaved, for thou art GM 
and there is none elſe, ; 
Take away theſiony Heart out of the Fl 1 
q 
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15 of thy ancient, and once beloved People the 
WE Jews, and give them en Heort of Fleſh. 
BT ake away the Vail from off their Hearts. Re- 
move their Unbelief, by leading them from 
es to Chriſt , from the Types to the 
Things typified. 
ln a more ſpecial Manner I pray thee 
to bleſs that Church which thou haſt ga- 
bbered from among the Heathens, the holy 


Tatholick Church; O be favourable unto 


Jon, build thou the Walls of Feruſalem. 
= SanFify and cleanſe it by thy Word, that it 
may become à glorious Church, not having 
Spot or Wrinkle, or any ſuch J. bing. but that 
i may be holy and without Blemiſh. Give 
Grace to all Chriſtians ſeriouſly to lay to 
Heart the ped Sin of Diviſion and 


Judice, and whatſoever elſe may hinder 
us from Godly Union and Concord, that 


: one Hope of our Calling; one Lord, one Faith, 
one Baptiſm, ene God and Father of all; ſo 
we may in thy good Time, be all as the 


one Soul, and may with one Mind and 
one Mouth glorify thee the Father of our 
"FE Jeſus Chriſt, the Prince of Peace. — 
170 


schiſm: Take away all Hatred and Pre- 


: as there is but one Body and one Spirit, and 


g Chriftians were, of one Heart and of 
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1678 let not this Holy Sacrament. be any 
longer the Occaſion of Animoſities and 
Perſecutions among the Profeſſors of the 
Goſpel of thy Son ; but may it be th; 
Means of putting away all Hatred, Va. 
riance and Diſcord, and of uniting all 
his Followers in the ſtrifteſt Bonds of WE 
Friendſhip and Love, according to the 
original Deſign of this Inſtitution. F 
Have Mercy upon the ſound Part of WE 
the Church, which thou haſt planted a. 
mongus, and graciouſly preſerved hither- 
to againſt the Rage and Malice of all her 
Enemies. Perfect whatever is wanting MW 
in her, and make her a Praiſe among i 
People of the Earth : Let not the Gates f 
Hell prevail againſt her, but continue her 
a Bulwark to thy true Faith, and a Pro- 
tector of the Reformed Churches. 0 
thou who art the moſt high, and ruleſt in 
the Kingdom of Men, bleſs him whom in 
thy Providence thou haſt placed over us 
to be the nurſing Father of our Zion, our 
Sovereign Lord King GEORGE : Pre 
vent him with the Bleſſings of Goodneſs, ani 


make 


18 


— 


* 7 his Paragraph is only to be uſed when we com 
municate. _ 
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ale him exceeding glad with thy Countenance. 

ve the King thy Fudgments, O God, and 
By Righteouſneſs unto the King's Son and to 
il the Royal Family; and grant that 
bere may never fail bim a Man worthy 0 
on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms. Teach 
ur Senators Wiſdom ; and grant that our 
Nulers may not be à Terror to good Works, 
But to the Evil; that they may be the 
Aiviſters of God for Good, and not bear the 
word in vain; and that the People may 
e ſabject not only for Wrath, but alſo for 
WConſcience Sake, O thou great Shepherd 
and Biſhop of our Souls, let thy Prieſts be 
Wcloathed with Righteouſneſs, and tet thy 
baints ing with Foyfulnzſs : Do thou in- 
Wcline and enable thoſe who minifter in 
W thy Church to attend upon their Mzi/trr, 


W heed to themſelves, and unto their Do#rines, 


| them Overſeers. 

[ * Now my God, let, I beſeech thee, thine 
| Eyes be open, and let thy Ears be ottentive to 
the Prayers that is made in this Place; and 
E ſhower down the Bleſſings of thy Grace 


= * This Paragraph is only to be uſed win we 
cemmunicatr. 


and to tate heed that they fulfil it; to late 


and to the Flock over which thou hoſt made 
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upon us here before thee, and all th 
faithful People wherever elſe aſſemble; 
to celebrate this ſacred Ordinance. Gin 
us at all Times due Preparation of Sou 
for a worthy Approach to thy holy Tx 
ble: And do thou pardon every one thi 
prepareth his Heart to ſeek the Lord, h 
Lord God of his Fathers, tho" he be m 
cleanſed according to the Purification of th 
Sanctuary. Let none that are Partaken 
of this Holy Sacrament be found miſſing a 
the Right Hand of Chriſt another Day! iſ 
May thy Love be hed abroad on thok 
whoſe Hearts are inclined unto the Lord o 
V Iſrael; who long after thee, and th 
Pleaſures of thine Houſe, even of the hi 
Temple; who thro' Infirmity or Sicknelz 
or any unavoidable Occaſions, are pre. 
_ vented from exalting thee in the Congregs: 
tion of thy People: Accept, O mercitul 
God, their joining ſpiritually with us. 
May they have an Intereſt in the Prayer 
that are offered unto thee by the whole 
Church. May the Benefits of Chrifts 
Death and Paſſion be extended to them, 
F as we deſire the ſame for ourſelves, when 
we are prevented from waiting upon thee, 
in this holy Solemnity. Convince all fh 
e Tt want 


. 
. 


om 
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ie the Name of Chriſt of the great Ad- 
aatage of this bleſſed Ordinance, and 
F the great Neceſſity which lies upon 
L em to remember their Saviour in the 
Way which he has appointed. ] 


| f Pity and Compaſſion upon the People of 


Wc Profaneneſs and Impiety, which like 
Pighty Waters have overflowed our Bor- 
ers. How long ſhall our Lives be a Con- 
Grace to remember from whence we are 

Ven, that we may repent left #hou ſhouldſt 
move our Candleſtick out of his Place, and 
'F bleſſed Goſpel be carried away from us 


C deliver us from the Judgments we juſt- 
_ be merciful unto us and forgive us 


1 . Be merciful I beſcech thee, to all my 
e, and Bret hren, according to the Fleſh; 
U © all my Friends, and Acquaintance ; 
ea Here name the Particulars, 
grant * that the = it of the Lord may reſt 


L, 24 upon 


Lool down from Heaven, with an Eye = 


Nis Land: Put an End, O Lord, to all 


i tadiction to our holy Profeſſion ? O give 


4 Nation bringing forth the Fruits thereof. 


br Sins, and cleanſe us from all. Unrighteouſ- 


—_— uw. AL. 


« 
7 
Hi 


Wor, be is garnefly deſired to include the wnworthy 
; ber in theſe Petitions. 


* If the Reader, 2 — any "Advantage by this 
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upon them, the Spirit of Wiſdom and Uni. 
tanding, the Spirit of Counſel and Might, M 
_ Oprrit of Knowledge, and of the Fear f 
Lord, and that the Courte of this Wollliil 
may be ſo ordered to them by thy g 
Providence, that whilſt they are engai 
in their neceſſary Buſineſs, and unavoid 
ably careful about many Things, they mall 
not forget the one needful Thing. 
O Father of Mercies, and God of all Cn 
fort, have Mercy upon all thoſe who ariM 
under the Preſſures of thy mighty Hau 
let them bring forth Fruit with Pati 
and in thy due Time deliver them out f 
their Troubles. Strengthen thoſe that wh 
on the Bed of Languiſbing, make thou ii 
their Bed in their Sickneſs : Let them uM 
faint, but tho the outward Man decay 
let the inward Man be renewed Day by Dn 1 
looking not at the Things which are ſeen, i 
at the Things which are not ſeen. O U 


| Hope of Iſrael, the Saviour thereaf in Twi 
| of Trouble, who alone art mighty to on 
| look with Pity and Compaſſion on th 
[| that are in Bonds, that are Perſecuted | 
þ | Righteouſneſs Sake : let the fighing of \ 
| Priſoners come before thee ; according to i 
[| Greatneſs of thy Power, preſerve thou tu 


jhd 
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at are appointed to die. Deliver the Out- 
E: Lof and Poor; ſave them from the Hand of 
body; be thou their Refuge and 
Strength, and very preſent Help in Trouble. 
LL 1bundantly bleſs our Proviſion, and ſatisfy our 
Vor with Bread; be a Father of the Father- 
oſs, and defend the Cauſe of the Widow. 
O thou God of Love and Peace, make 
Wars to ceaſe unto the Ends of the Earth ; 
eat the Bow, and cut the Spear in under; 
the Wickedneſs of the Wicked come to an 
i, but eftabliſh thou the Fuſt. O that 
ercy and Truth may meet together, that 
Nigbteouſneſs kind Peace may kiſs each other; 
What our God may loo down upon us, and 
ur Land may yield her Increaſe. 
Lord ſave and hear us, O King of Hea- 
Pen, when we call upon thee, and do for 
Ius more than we aſe or think, Hear and 
Wniwerour Supplications for all, and give 
5 2 Portion in all the good Prayers that 
re made by thy Servants in Heaven and 
Farth; but above all in the prevailing 
WnterceMion of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt thy 
Pon our Lord, ts whom with the Father 
And the Holy Ghoſt be aſcribed, as is 
Wnoft due, all Honour, Praiſe, and Do- 
ow, fer ever and ever. Amen, = 
T be? 
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75% TI have in a former Meditation touched u 
our Saviour's Humility ; yet as we are eſpecial 
enjoined to learn it of Him (being indeed thy 
Foundation of all Chriftian Virtues, withnt 
which nothing that we can do can be acceptabley 
God,) I thought it would not be improper to ſt 
apart a Meditation intirely on this Subj ect. 


_— a . Mc. 
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A Meditation on our Saviour's Humility. 
He am I aſhamed, my Lord and m 
1 God, how am 1 aſhamed of ny 
Pride, when I think upon thy Humility, 
I contemplate thee, he only Begotten if 
the Father, the Brightneſs of his Glory, and 
the expreſs Image of his Perſon ;, his eo-eter- 
nal and conſubſtantial Son, God of God, 
Light of Light, very Godof very God, 
the eternal Word, the ſecond Perſon of 
the bleſſed and all glorious Trinity, the 
infinite God, condeſcending to unite 
thyſelf to a Creature, fo as to become 
one Perſon with him, between whom and 
thee, the Diſtance is no leſs than Inpnite. 
I fee thee, t taking on thee the Natur 
of Angels or Archangels, but chuſing to 
unite thy”1f with Fl: and Blood ; and to 
take our Nature, not as it ſhall be ina 
| beatified and glorified State, with all be 
Pri 


- 
-— 


4 
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privileges and Advantages of a Reſur- 
rection-Body, but as it is now in this 
state of Mortality; with all its ſinleſs 
WInfrmities of Hunger and Thirſt, Sick- 
Ineſs, Pain, Wearineſs, Cc. chuſing be- 
ſides to be a mean, poor, and contemp- 
tible Man, yea, a Worm and no Man, ' the 
F N ven) ſcornof Men, and the outcaſt of the People. 
Angels themſelves might well ſtand a- 
Wmazed at the wonderful 'My ſtery, when 
|. ſaw thee, their Great Lord and Cap- 
tain; Thee whom they uſed to worſhip 
end obey, condeſcend to appear in a Na- 
ture ſo inferiour to their W n. 
Thou mighteſt have deſigned a Perſon 
of the higheſt Rank and Quality for the 
Honour of being thy bleſſed Mother, 
Het thou waſt pleaſed to be born of a poor 
obſcure Virgin, eſpouſed to a Carpenter, and 
3 oo poor to offer a Lamb for her Purifica- 
ion; and inſtead of chuſing the Acco- 
x modations of King*s-Houſes and Noble- 
men's Apartments, waſt contented to be 
Worn in a Stable, to be a Companion of 
Beaſts, and to have this for the Sign of the 
Pon of Man; Ye ſhall find the Babe wrapped 
* Fro Cloaths, lying in a Manger 
I conſider thee, my Lord and my God, 
ſub- 


Dee 
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ſubmitting thyſelf to be circumciſed, and 
obedient to the Law for Man, taking up- 
on thy ſpotleſs Innocence, the Mark, the 
Character, the Confuſion of a Sinner; 
and even putting thyſelf to Pain, to be 
numbered with the Tranſereſſors! 
1 fee thee, divine Infant, ſubmitting 
thyſelf tothe Perſecution of Hered, taking 
a troubleſome Pilgrimage into Egypt, and 
only flying from him, whom thou couldſt 
have conſumed with the Breath of thy Mouth! 
I ſee thee, the Fountain of living Water, 
the Refiner and Purifier of thy People (and 
who baptized them even with Fire) humb- 
ly deſcending into the Waters, as if thou 
had needed to be cleanſed by them, and 
ſubmitting thyſelf to be baptized, not by 
an Angel, but by a Man, and a Sinner, 
But thou waſt willing to fulfil all Righte- 
ouſneſs, and to ſhew us how much it 
fulfilled in Humility! ! 
I ſee thee, the Lord from Heaven, ſub- 
mitting thyſelf in all Subjection to thy 
earthly Parents, taking up thy mean 
Abode at poor deſpiſed Nazarc/h, and 
dwelling there, ſo many Years in Privs 
cy and Obſcurity ; and afterwards in tit 
Time of thy ſhewing forth unto 1ſrael, con- 


verſing 
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erſing with Publicans and Sinners, and 
ontented to be reckoned as a Friend to 
hem, nay even in Confederacy with the 
Prince of Devils. p45 . 
| ſee thee forlorn and deſtitute, and 
ot having where to lay thy Head, con- 
Emned of thy own Countrymen, reject- 
{by the brutiſh Gadarenes, forbidding 
y Miracles to be publiſhed, yet doing 
lone but to ſerve the Endof Charity and 
geligion; paying Tribute purely to avoid 
dffence, tho* forced to work a Miracle 
be able to do it; begging a Draught 
f Water to quench thy Thirſt of he 
Voman of Samaria, and condeſcending to 
old religious Conference with her: wwajh- 
7 thy Diſciples Feet, and riding in thy 
imble Triumph into Ferz/alem upon an 
„and departing into a Solitary Moun- 
in, to decline the Overture of a Royal 
reren, as having no Ambition to wear 
y but one made of Thorus. by 
|] ſee thee, Lord of Heaven and Earth, 
bd great Judge of Quick and Dead, ſub- 
ting thyſelf to be baſely betrayed by 
das, to be ſeized and apprehended by 
e Soldiers, and to be by them bound as 
alefactor, and with a Thouſand exe- 
able Abuſes and Indignities, arraigned, 
| = 3 acculed 
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_ accuſed, and condemned to the moſt il 
curſed Death, the Death of the Croſ, oil 
Death which none but Slaves, and if 
worſt of Malefactors were puniſned wit 
and even condeſcending to beer that u 
of thine towards the Place of CrucifixiniM 
And ſo thou the Prince of Life, bel 
found in Faſhion as a Man, continueſt 1 
humble thyſelf to the uttermoſt, by be con 
ing obedient unto Death, even the Dea 
the Croſs. | ; 7 = 

How doſt thou, by thy Example co 
ſecrate Poverty, illuſtrate Meanneſs, al 
Obſcurity ! How doſt thou now cheap 
and beat down the Price of human Grea 
neſs ! What aReproof! What a thoroug 
Confutation is it of the Judgment of ti 
World to ſee thee, who hadſt all Pim 
given thee in Heaven and Earth, who | 
perfectly knows how to refuſe the Evil a 
to chuſe the Good, and whole was he Lil 
and the Fulneſs thereof, make Choice Wk 
Meanneſs and Poverty ! 
Bleſſed Fe/u who haſt triumphed of 
our Pride, by the Humility of thy Cui 
join with the Triumph of thy Cros 
victorious Influence of thy Grace, to 
and mortify all Pride in us. And n 
thou art aſcended on high, and haſt rec | 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 123 
ts for Men, give us the excellent Gift 


ich thee, and following thee in the Steps 


ert in the Exaltations of thy Glory. Amen. 
DIRECTIONS. 
HERE are ſome happy Minutes in our 
Lives, efperially in attending this Euchari- 

ical Service, when the Mind (deeply affefted 


Wr its own Unworthineſs ) is, as it were, carried 
beyond itſelf in devout Raptures. In this Caſe, it 
js perhaps beſt for us to lay aſide all the Forms 


are God, as Occaſion may require. 
great Variety of Fruitful Conſiderations, I would 


portunities to partake of it, to vary his Medita- 
ons from Time to Time, ſo that he may go thro 
be ſeveral Conſiderations which may be deducible 
from it. Thus for Example, in remembering our 
Paviour, he may one Time think of him as a Pro- 
Phet, another Time as a Prieſt, another Time as 


-hriſt as @ Sacrifice for Sins, and conſequently 


e may take Occaſion from thence to humble him- 
elf for ſome particular Sin, con effing and bewail- 


ng it, and earneſtly praying for ſtrength to con- 
puer ſome particular ee, and to acquire, 


e . 
4 1 Humility, that we being like- minded 


f chy humble Life, may hereafter have a 


ith the Love of God, or the Sufferings of Chriſt, 
thode provided, and to pour out our Hearts be- 


As the Sacrament is a Subje abounding with 


2aviſe the devout Chriſtian, who bas frequent Op- 


King. Sometimes he may conſider the Death of 


bow odious all Sin 1s in the Sight of God; and 
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M24. PRAYERS, Oe. 
increaſe and abound in particular Graces, I 
may conſider the miſerable Life our Saviour | 
on Earth, as Motive to Patience and Reſign 
tion to the Will of God under affiitting Diſpn 
ſations, 2 fo divine a Perſon, the beloved 
God, who had done no Sin, and omitted no Opp. 
tmunity of doing Good, was fo. grievouſly ſricka 
of God and affliteds whereas we ſuffer jndul 
juſtly, and far ſhort of what our Iuiguities hay 

deſerved ; and it is of the Lord's Mercies onh, 
that we are not utterly conſumed, even becaul 
his Compaſſions fail not. We may Farther ajj 
our ſelves to our Saviour, who himſelf was tempte, 
to enable us to bear our Afflictions, or remove th 
Burthen from us, as in his unerring Wiſim, 
he ſhall think moſt expedient for us. We may ali 
conſider theSacrament as aFeaſt of Love, wherty 
Cbriſtians are intimately united into one Boch, 
which Chri/t is the Head; and therefore reguir. 
mg from us the moſt ſincere and fervent Chatity 
towards all Men, for whom, as well as for uy 
our bleſſed Lord was contented to die. From thi 
| Conſideration we may heartily intercede for « 
the World, and eſpecially for our Friends aul 
Relations, &c.—The Reader may find Exeriſt 
for more Hints if this Kind in the foregoing Dt 
 votions, which he may enlarge upon as he ſhai 
find Occaſon, 

Farther, the Meeting together. here of ſo ma 
pious Chriſtians, at the Lord's Table, may rai 
our Thoughts to that bleſſed Aſſembly in Heave 
where we all hope to meet. What a joyful, what 
ſurpriſingMeeting that will be of perte&tedMind 

; | | Wilk 


ith their glorified Bodies, of all the Saints that 
yer lived in the moſt diſtant Regions, and Ages 
f the World! Now we neceſſarily meet in 
parate, and alas! too often in divided and op- 
oſite Communions, eſtranged and alienated in 
ur Affections, for want of knowing one ano- 
er better. Hereafter all the Followers of the 
amb, all the faithful Servants of God, a Mul- 
tude without Number, ſhall worſhip together 
the Temple above ; unite in their Praiſes to 


ther lowing in one common Stream of Love. 
hen ſhall we be delivered from 2 Temp- 
ation, and from every Grief ; be made perfect 


inue to everlaſting Ages. Bleſſed Time | when 
|| the upright Minds ſhall ſee that moſt adorable 


Manifeſtations of his Love, Ce. | 

I ſhall only add, that ſhort Meditations raiſed 
nd digeſted in our own Minds will more open 
the Underſtanding, and make deeper Imp er 
n the Affettions, than whole Volumes read over 
urforily and without Reflection. 5 

All Perſons indeed are not able to form ſuch 
aitations; nor perhaps can the more inſtructed 
bo it equally well at all Times ;— and therefore 
t 1s happy for Chriſtians, that they have a great 


way have Recourſe upon Occaſion, 


* 
duitable to the Lord's. Supper. 125 


id and the Lamb, and their AﬀeQions to each 


Knowledge, Holineſs and Bliſs ; and ſo con- 


Perſon Face to Face, whom now they behold as 
ith a Glaſs darkly ; and ſhall receive the fulleſt 


undance of Books of Devotion, to which they 


M 3 A con- 


126 PRAYERS, Ge. 


A concluding Prayer when the whole Seri 
95 | TR 

() Moſt gracious and merciful God, look 
down with tender Pity and Compal. 
ſion upon us thy poor unworthy Servants: 
Hearken to our Supplication, who have noy 
prayed before thee, and hear thou in Heavy 
thy dwel'ing Place; and forgive the Tniquit 
cf our hey Things, the Deadneſs and Dul. 
nels of our Affections, the Wandering 
Cour Thoughts, and the Diſtractions of 
our Minds, Let the Merits of our dear 
Redeemer plead our Pardon, and Supply 
our Defects ; and grant that the Remem. 
brance of what he has ſuffered for us, 
may ſo influence all our Thoughts, Word, 
and Actions, that we may ever live as be. 
comes thoſe who have been redeemed 1 
God by his Blood. Grant that this hoh 
Communion may not prove to the Judg- 
ment and Condemnation of arty of us, but 
that it may be to the quickening and 
ſtrengthening of Faith, Hape, and Chari!, 
and all divine Graces in our Souls, fil: 
us with Foy and Peace in believing; and en- 
geging us to walk worthy of the Vocation 
with which we are called, in all Newnels 
ond Holineſs of Life; that it may guard 
us againſt all Temptations, ſupport and 
com- 


- 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 127 
Jomfort us under all Afflictions, and 
Prepare us for Death and Judgnient, for 
Weſus Chriſt his Sake. Amen. 

8 Now unto him that is able to keep us from 
Willing, and to preſent us faultleſs before the 
Preſence of his. Glory <vith exceeding Joy; to 
PF only wiſe Ged our Saviour, be Glory and 


15 Jy, Dominic, and Power, now and 
wa Amen. 


— 


* 7 — 


— — 


. Li Prayer after wwe are returned Home, which 
| may be uſed immediate;y, or any Time of 
8 the Day. 


come to offer thee the juſt Tribute of 
my Praiſe and Thankſgiving, for the 


to me this Day, in permitting me to 7aſte 
q thy Supper, and diſpoſing me to call 
to Mind the Greatneſs of my Saviour's 
Love, and to ſhew forth my ſincere Gra- 


(the Effuſion of his moſt precious Blood : 
A Subject ſo full of Comfort and fo fruit- 
ful of Motives to advance in Holineſs! 
How many, Lord, who being influ- 
wenc'd by the: Pleaſures or Riches of this 


World, when they are invited to eat of 


VV'œ) © 


1 Lord, my God, and my Father, I 


ercy and loving Kinaneſs thou haſt ſnewed 


Kticudefor the Benefits purchaſed for me by 


128 - PRAYER S, Se. F 
this Bread of Life, and to drink of I 
Wine of Gladneſs, obſtinately refuſe Ml 
come? How many pious and devon 
Souls, are deprived of this higheſt ani 
moſt ſolemn Act of Religion, either fu 
Want of Opportunity to perform it, 
thro' Doubts and Scruples and une 
Fears ? and how many ſuffering for the 
Sake of a,good Conſcience, are kept from 
it under the raging Violence of Perſecy. 
tion? Whence is it to me then, that God i: 
thus gracious to his poor Servant; whois 
unworthy of the Crumbs that fall from his 
Maſter's Table? How happy do I think 
myſelf, that my Circumſtances are ſo ad. 
vantageouſly different from theirs ; that] 
had both the Will and the Opportunity 
ſafely to approach thy holy Table. I de. 
fire to aſcribe all the Glory unto thee, 
knowing that every good and perfect Gif 
eometh from thee, the Father of Light, 
and I bleſs thee for the ſame from the 
inmoſt Receſſes of my Heart: Yea, 0 
Lord, while I l ue will Ipraiſe thee ; I wil 
ng Proiſts unio my God while ] have my Bt 
ing; for thou art good, end thy Mercy et: 
dureth for ever. z — 
O Othou who haſt been graciouſly pleaſed 
to admit me to this holy — d0 
| ut. thou 


Suitable to the Lord's Supper. 129 
Wthou accompany it with thy Favour and 
WBleffings | May it make me a real Parta- 
Wer of thoſe Advantages whichreſultfrom 
F ſpecially the Graces of the holy Spirit; 
that in the Strength of that holy Meat, I 
may walk courageouſly and continually 
Wn all the Commandments and Ordinances of 
be Lord blameleſs, notwithſtanding all 
EDificulties and Diſcouragements from 
the World to the contrary. O thou, 
Lord Jehovah, in whom is everlaſting 
BS!rength, uphold me with the Right Hand of 
y Righteouſneſs : Draw me and J will run 
fer thee—T hou who giveſt Power to the 
Wceble, and to them that have no Strength; 


) 
f 
5 
e 
) gainſt thee : But give me Grace, I beſeech 
dee, to make a right Improvement of the 
Fepeated Opportunities vouchſafed me of 
[+ 


WPaths, that my Footſteps flip not. O let 
Wt never be ſaid, that after having been 
Wreated as a familiar Friend, and having 


Vith thee at my Baptiſm, and make me 
Pindful always of that Covenant, living no 


delivered 


r ee de ee te A ae dr ee er RC Os 


be Redemption that is in Chriſt Feſus, more 


Wirengthen my weak Hands, and confirm my 
Feeble Knees , hold thou up my Goings in thy 


aten of thy Bread, ] have lifted up my Heel 


Wenewing the League of Amity contracted 


yongerunto myſelf, but unto him who was 


ay SG 2 A 
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for our Juſtification, Jeſus Chriſt the Riph- 


to their Evening Devotions, only reading 
de for J, ns for me, our for my or min, 


4 Prayer for a Servant, or a Perſon in « 


| Accept, O gracious God, my moſt hum. 


Thou haſt enriched me with ſpiritual B14, 
ings in Chr i}, and haſt made me foyſu il 


130 PRAYERS, Ge. 


delivered for our Offences, and is riſen again 


teous, in whoſe bleſſed Name and Word 
I beg to be heard: Our Father, &c. 
Now the God of Peace, that brought a- 
gain from the Dead our Lord Jeſus, that 
great Shepherd of the Sheep, thro" the Blud 
of the everlefiing Covenant, make us perfet 
in every goed Work, to do bis Will, wii- 
ing in us that which is well-pleaſing in lis 
Sight, thro* Jeſus Chriſt, to whom be Glory Wt 
for ever and ever, Amen. C 
Note, If the Family has communicated, iM 
the Maſter may add the foregoing Prayer 


as often as theſe Words occur therein, 


„— 


—_— —— 


low Situation of Life; ; which may le 
uſed any Time of the Day, after the Ri- 
ception of the Holy Sacrament. 


ble and hearty Thanks for admitting 
me this Day at thy holy Table. Tho 
J am poor, I have eat and been ſatisfid: 


tly 


2 to the Lord's Supper. 131 


T Houſe of Prayer, where the poor as 
Pell as the rich have met together, to wor- 
? WP thee, the Maker, Redeemer and Sanc- 

Wifer of them all. With thee, there is no 
E deſpect of Perſons, but the loweſt as well 
i ks the higheſt are bleſt with the ſame 
Means of Grace, are fed with the ſame 
Wncere Milk of the Word, and are made to 
4 ink into one Spirit, . 

& Bleſſed be thou, O Lord, for giving me 
true Senſe of the Obligations which lie 
1 pon me to remember my Saviour in the 
20 which he has appointed. O may I 
N ever think myſelf happy, ever be truly 
thankful to thee, for the gracious Privi- 
| eges vouchſafed me! May I ever prize 
them above ten Thouſands of Gold and Sil- 
cr! May I never be ſo fooliſh to mur- 
. nur at my Situation; but ſince thou art 
pleaſed to give me Food and Raiment, let 
? je be therewith content: Looking unto Je- 

Wis the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, 
ho has ſanctified the State of Poverty, 
Þ; becoming poor himſelf, that thro* his 
Poverty, we might be rich.—Help me to 
Kft all my Care upon thee, knowing that 
ww careſt for me, and haſt ſaid, I will ne- 
per leave thee, nor forſake thee. And grant 
ſat the 5 Thought of that im- 


menſe 


132 PRAYERS, Sc. 
menſe Happineſs re/erved in Heaven for 
us, may conſtrain me to ſet my Affectiam 
an Things above; and encourage me to 
bear with Patience and Reſignation, all 
 - thoſeCroſles, Diſappointments, and Mi. 
| fortunes, which are the conſtant Comps 
nions of this preſent Life; Remembering 
always that Iam in thy Hands, and 
knowing that my light Aftifion which it 
but for a Moment, worketh for me a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of Glory); 
and that after Continuance in well-duing, 
I ſhall receive Glory and Immortality, and 
drink of thy Pleaſures, as out of the River — 
Thou knoweſt beſt my Condition, my 
Deſires, and my real Wants: Thine In- 
finite Wiſdom knows whether it be belt 
for me to be abaſed, or had in Honour; lo bi 
ll, or to be hungry; to abound, or to ſuffer 
- Need: O do thou, inexhauſtible Fountain 
of Mercy, ſuit thy Bleſſing to my ſeveral 
Neceſſities: Lead me with thy Council, and 
receive me to Glory. Be thou the Strength 
Heart here, and my Portion for evi 
hereafter, thro* Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed 

Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. 


ADVICE 


n | 
DVYVICE concerning SPIRITUAL 
: COMMUNION. 

Jas there are many Perſons deprived of 
opportunities of coming to the Sa- 
&rament, by their Engagements in a Sea- 
Waring Way of Life: As there are many 


" 


Places, eſpecially in Country Pariſhes, 


Prhere it is veryſeldom adminiſtered: And 
Es it may happen, that ſometimes the beſt 
EChriſtians are by Sickneſs, and other war- 
ErantableImpediments, hindered from par- 
taking of it when it is; ſome pious Di- 
; ER, 30 adviſed in theſe Caſes a ſpiri- 
ua Communion to ſupply, in ſome Sort, 
the want of ſacramental. To this Purpoſe 
they adviſe us to ſet apart the ſame Por- 
tion of Time, and to uſe the ſame Medi- 
ſtations and Prayers (changing only ſuch 
Expreſſions as relate to actual Participa- 
tion) as if we were to receive the Sacra- 
ment. As this is Matter of Advice only, 
and not of divine Commandment, every 
lan may do herein as he is diſpoſed in his 
Heart. But no doubt ſuch a ſpiritual Com- 
nunion cannot fail of having a very good 
Effect: By it, the Reſolutions we make 
at the Lords Table will be conſtantly re- 
newed, and will not be liable to be eaſily. 
forgotten, which is too often the Caſe, 


\. | f when 


134 Anvice Concerning 

when Communions are at a great Diſtany 
from each other: By this, we may alway 
Preſerve a lively Senſe of God's Mercie, 
_ an abſolute Hatred againſt Sin, and a fer. 


vent Charity towards all Men: By this | 


Ve ſhall keep up our Love to our Saviour, 
and be always prepared to preſent ourſelyq 
at his Table, whenſoever we have an Op 
portunity; and in the mean while we {hal 
comfort ourſelves, that whilſt * we d 
« truly repent us of our Sins, and ſted. 
c faſtly believe thatJeſus Chriſt hath (ut. 
c fered Death upon the Croſs for us, and 
&« ſhed his Blood for our Redemption, 
<« earneſtly remembering the Benefits we 
e have thereby, and giving him heart 
„Thanks therefore, we do eat and drink 
&« the Body and Blood of our Saviour pro- 
« fitably to our Soul's Health, altho' we 


do not receive the Sacrament with ou 


e = 

Nay, this ſpiritual Communion may be 
of good uſe to theſe ſcrupulous Perſons 
who are afraid to partake of the Lord 
Supper, unleſs they bave had a great ded 
of Time beforehand for actual Preparation, 


. 7 = 


— 
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or abſent themſelves on Account of a 
other miſtaken and erroneous pu 


r Rubrick in the Communion of the Sick. 


SPIRITUAL COMMUNION. 135 
The Acts and Exerciſes of ſuch ſpiritual 
8 Communion, will help to bring their Minds 
to, and keep them in a right Frame and 
E Temper, and moſt powerfully incline 
chem to partake of the bleſſed Sacra- 
ment as often as they can. . 
As to the Devotions fit to be uſed o 
ſuch Occaſions, moſt of the foregoing 
ones may ſerve without any Alteration, 
and the others with very little. The peni- 
| nitent Confeſſion of Sins, p. 46; The Medi- 
tations on our Saviour's Offices, P.53, Sc. 
| The Commemorative Meditation on our Sa- 
crour's Sufferings, p. 90; The Scripture 
| Paſſages, p. 105, &c. may be uſed with; 
out any Alteration. The Prayer for the 
| Grace of Thankfulneſs, p. 50; for Charity, 
p. 51; at the Offering of our Alms, p. 86; 
The Meditation on theſe Words, Do this in 
Remembrance of me, p. 97; The Ejacula- . 
tions at the Lord's Table, p. 104; The 
| Prayer for the whole State of Mankind, + 
p. 110; may alſo ſerve with ſome ſlight 
Variation. —The Communion Service too 
may be very properly uſed, making the 
{ neceſſary Alterations*. You 


"* This is already done in ſome Meaſure, by Bi- 
ſhop Patrich, in a private Prayer for the Uſe of theſe 
| who want the Opportunity of receiving the boly Com- 
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505 
You may begin your Devotions, with ſo 
"ſuch Prayer as this. 
Almighty God and moſt merciful Fx 
ther, who art every where, and more e 


ſpecially nigh unto all that call upon thee ij 
Truth, I proſtrate myſelf before thy divine 


Apvice Concerning 


Majeſty, with the deepeſt Humility of 


Souland Body, toimplore thyGraceat this 
Time, that by it I may be enabled to per. 


form an acceptable Sacrifice unto thee, / 


It is a great Comfort to me to think, 


that © unto thee all Hearts be open, all 
„ Deſires known, and from thee no Se- 


c crets are hid ;” for thou knoweſt the 


Deſire of my Heart to be towards the ſc 
cramental Bread and Cup, to commemo- 


rate in an eſpecial Manner, the Salvation 
F God, in the Congregation of thy People, 
] lament'my Want of Opportunity, ac- 
knowledging it my bounden Duty to join 


in that ſolemn Act of public Worſhip, 
 whenſoever a proper Opportunity is af. 
forded me: Pardon, good Lord, all my 
careleſs Omiſſions of 


this Duty; my 
| Want 
munion, or are any Ways diſabled from going to it, at 
the uſual Times of its public Adninifitatin, Printed 
fingly, and in his Advice to a Friend, p. 188. Alſo in 


2 Hale . ſele Office of private Devotion, P. 41 O. 


| $erarTuvar, Coumvuron, 137 


ant of Devotion when I performed it, 
nd my Want of Improvement by it. 
Accept, O Lord, my Will and Deſire, as 
this Time, tho? that I cannot outwardly 
mmunicate. Let thy gracious Preſence 
e with me; ſince tho' I am abſent from 
y choſen People, who now joyfully at- 
nd on thy holy Ordinances, yet I am 
reſent in Spirit, and heartily join with 
hem, in magnifying © thine ineſtimable 
Love in the Redemption of the World 
by our Lord JeſusChriſt,“ and in plead- 
g the Merits of his all- ſufficient Sacri- 
ce, for the Pardon of my Sins, and thoſe 
f all ſincere Penitents; and for the ob- 
ning all ſuch Graces as are neceſſary 
o further thine Elect in the Way to eter- 
al Life —O- whilft I am deprived of 
e external Elements, be thou pleaſed to 
rant me the ſpiritual Comforts and un- 
peakable Advantages they were intended 
o convey to all true Believers; and in thy 
od Time, bring me to that happy Place, 
here we ſhall have no Need of Sacraments 
o keep thy great Goodneſs in Remembrance, 
but ſhall ſee thee Face to Face, as thou art, 
nd attain that Fulne/s of Foy which is in 
by Preſence ; and thoſe Pleaſures which are 
it thy Right Hand 12 evermore. Amen. 
N 7 
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have added Morning and Evening Prayers 


Morning Prayer for a Perſon in privat: 


_ refreſh'd me with the ſweets of ſufficient 


and Body for this Day. May I be pro- 


- nipreſence enter with me-into my Retire 


Obdience. Thou art about my Path, 


138 A Morning PRAYER 


As it is poſſible this little Book may 
fall into the Hands of thoſe that may be 
deſtitute of Helps for Daily Devotion, | 


tor that Purpoſe. 


OW, O Lord, I awake from the 
Shades of Darkneſs, and by thy Mer. 
Cy open theſe Eyes upon a new Day: 
Thanks to thy heavenly Care, which h: 
preſerv'd me all Evil this Night, and 


Sleep. To thee I commend my Soul 


tected herein from evil Accidents, inſpired 
with good Thoughts, engaged in good 
Works. Let the daily Duty of my Sta. 
tion employ my Induſtry, Fidelity, and 
Vigilance, and ſuffer not Idleneſs to have 
any Acceſs to me. In my neceſſary Con- 
verſe with the World, deliver me from 
its Temptations : and poſſeſs my Soul 
with a conſtant Senſe of thine all-ſeeing 
Eye. Let the Conſideration of thy Om 


ment, and awe me in Secret into a filial 


about my Bed, and ſpieſt out all m 
. e _ Ways: 


V 
Nays : May they all be well-pleaſing in 
by Sight! I know, O Lord, how frail my 

ature is, and how unable I am without 
hy continual Aid, to ſtand upright: O 
yr the Sake of Jeſus thy beloved Son, 


ur precious Ranſom, ſend thy Holy Spi- 


overn me in the Ways of thy Laws, and 
the Works of thy Commandments. 
eep alive within me a quick Senſe of the 
ture Portions of good and bad Men : 
et the aſſured Belief of an Heaven and 
ell ever hold me within the Bounds of 
yy Duty; And oh! let Love and Gra- 
tude improve my Obedience to the ut- 
oft, that I may taſte and ſee how ami- 


hat in keeping of them there is great 
teward, Let none of thy Diſpenſations 
als by me unobſerved or unimproved, 


ery Accident that befalls me, or thoſe 
converſe with. Teach me to be ſtrictly 
oneſt and juſt, true and punctual, libe- 
al and Compaſſionate towards my Fel- 


10 DW Creatures 8 ſober, chaſte, and tem- 
, rate in my own Conduct, and as the 
Ul 


hee, both in Public and Private. 
EY SS -.- -- ow 
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it into my Heart to direct. ſanctify, and 


dle, and excellent, thy Precepts are, and 


ut enable me to draw Good out of e- 


Vay to both, a conſtant Worſhipper of, 


— 


1 „ 
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140 A Morning PRAvkR, &c. 
Give me ſuch a Portion of Favour int 
World, as thou ſeeſt beſt to ſuit the Sui 
of my Soul, for the Encouragement ani 
Enlargement of all thoſe good Gra 
thou inſpireſt; and in all Difficulties ant 
Dangers, ſtretch forth thy Right Hand 
to help and defend me: Let this Worli 

ever miniſter to the World that is t 
come, and paſſing thro* Things Tempe 
ral, may I apply them to the obtaining 

Things Eternal. 25 1 

This Day, O Lord, let me live to Thee 
and, mindful of my Mortality, be fie 
to die, the longer I live.— In the Lord 

Jeſus is my Hope, my Confidence, th 
Redeemer and Lover of Souls. Towhom 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, b 
aſcrib'd by me, and all the Hoſt of Wor 

ſhippers in Heaven and Earth, all Ho 

nour, Might, Majeſty, and Dominior 
henceforth and evermore. Amen. Ou 

Pathber, &c. wo 


An Evening Prayer for a Perſon in privat 
Oo Lord God, whoſe good Providen 
F has conducted me to the Cloſe « 
this Day, I here preſent myſelf betor 


Thee to expreſs my Gratitude for thy i 
| numerab 
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numerable Mercies. My Soul deſires to 
praiſe Thee for thoſe ineſtimable Bleſſings 
both temporal and ſpiritual thou haſt gra- 
ciouſly beſtowed upon me, throughout the 
whole Courſe of my Life; [particular- 
y.. . ] O continue forth unto me thy 
loving Kindneſs, and with thy Mercies, 
never fail to impreſs a lively and graceful 
Senſe of them upon my Heart! Teach me 


reacheſt out unto me; and inſtruct me 
in the divine Skill of improving all Oc- 
currences on Earth, to my greater Hap- 
pineſs in Heaven. However my worldly 
Circumſtances ſhall be ordered, ſuffer me 


tual Intereſt. Let my Soul be my eſpecial 
Care; and teach me to value its Welfare 
above a World offered in Exchange. Let 
no Sin prevail over me, no vitious Habit 
take hold upon me. Let me gradually 
overcome every inordinate Act, every 
ſingle Deviation from the Rule of thy 


a Horror of Sin greater than Death. Let 
that which Jeſus died to atone for, the love 
of which forfeits Heaven, and plunges the 
Soul in the Depths and Torments of Hell, 
be ever deteſtable in my Sight. For my 


the right Uſe of all thoſe Bleſſings thou 


not, I beſeech Thee, to neglect my ſpiri- 


Commandments, and fill my Mind with 


Security 
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Security from Sin, be pleaſed, O Lord, to 
quicken me ina progreſſive Courſe of Ho- 


lineſs, that Day unto Day may add Im. 


provement, and the Number of my In. 
firmities may be continually diminiſhing, 
Let me not ſtand Idle, leſt J invite the 


Tempter to employ me. But as thou 


protecteſt me from his Snares, ſo alſo pro 
mote my Advances in thy Service. Suffer 
not, O Lord, my Remorſe, my ſincere 


Contrition and humble Reliance onChriſt, 
to be in vain. Pardon the Offences I la- 


ment, and deſire by thy Grace to forſake; 
and let not the Sins that do moſt eaſily be- 
ſet me, any longer reſtrain my Ardour in 
running the Race that is ſet before me. On 
Jeſus Chriſt, the great Sacrifice for the 
Sins of the whole World, I wholly rely 
for the Acceptance of theſe Prayers and 
Praiſes ; in Confidence of whoſe Mercy! 
now commit my Body and Soul to the 
Bed of Slumber, uncertain whether I ſhall 


ever awake to the Light of this World; 
but aſſured that whether I ſleep or awake, 


I am ever under thy Protection, and hop- 
ing, thro' thy unſpeakable Goodneſs, to 


ariſe at length by a glorious Reſurrection 
to Immortal Life, thro' the ſame Jeſus 


Chriſt our Lord, in whoſe perfect F * 
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pf Words I conclude theſe my imperfect 
. Devotions, in Behalf of myſelf and of all 
I 1 ankind. Our Father, &c. 


« I believe it may be laid down as a 
certain Fact, (ſays an eminent Phyſi- 
cian) that no Maſter or Miſtreſs of a 
Family can have a true Concern for. 
Religion, or be a Child of God, who 
does not take care to worſhip: God by 
Fumily Prayer—Let the Obſeryation of 
the Fact determine.” Hartley's Obſer- 

Fations on Man, Vol. II. p. 336. 
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A Morning Prayer for a Family. 

IV E Ear to our Words, O Lord, con- 
der our Meditation, bearken unto the 

Vice of our Cry, our King and our God; 

or unto thee will we pray. Our Voice ſhalt | 
pou bear in the Morning, O Lord; in the 
Morning will we direct our Prayers unto thee, | 
pud will look up. 


7 Almighty God, the great Creator 
and Sovereign Lord of Heaven and 
Earth ! Father of Lights, who dwelleft in 
be Light which no Man can approach unio, 
nd yet humbleſt thyſelf to bebold the Things 
bat are in Heaven and Earth, accept, we 
oft humbly * thee, this our un- 
* 
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feigned Sacrifice of Praiſe and Thankſgiving 
tor all thy Mercies; for giving us Life 
and Breath, and all Things that pertain uni 
Life and Godlineſs; for preſerving us from 
Accidents this Night paſt; for giving 
us refreſhing Sleep, and for lightening our 
Eyes that we have not ſlept in Death: We: 
laid ourſelves down and flept : We awaked, 
for the Lord ſuſtained us. But above all, we 
deſire, O Lord, from the inmoſt Re. WM" 
ceſſes of our Souls, to praiſe and adore i" 
thy great Goodneſs, that thou haſt 50. Wi" 
ten us again unto a lively Hope by the Death WM" 
and Reſurrefion of Jeſus Chriſt ; that in - “ 
ſtead of leaving us in Darkneſs and th W> 
Shadow of Death, thou haſt given us geo I 
Tidings of great Foy, haſt tranſlated us intotli 
Kingdom of thy dear Son, and haſt made us 
Partakers of the Aids and Graces of 7 
Holy Ghoſt. We thank thee for the fre- 
quent Opportunities thou doſt afford us 
to think upon our Duty, and to fit our 
Souls for eternal' Glory; and that not- 
withſtanding . of thy Patience, 
thou haſt ſtill given us this Day to «or 
out our Salvation with Fear and trembling, 
For theſe ſignal Favours, for thy exc 
ing great and precious Promiſes, will aut 
Cy Pouer, and praiſe thy Mercies beim 


. a 
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in the Morning; we will give Thanks unto 
bee, thy Praiſe ſhall ever be in our Mouths : 
We will be glad and rejoice in thee , yea, our 
Songs will we make of thy Name, O thou 
moſt Higheſt ! | 
| We acknowledge, O Lord, that we 
are not worthy of the leaſt of all thy Mercies, 
becauſe of the ungrateful Returns we have 
made for them ; and becauſe we have ſo 
little regarded that abundant Goodneſs, 
which was fo graciouſly intended by thee, 
to lead us to Repentance. Pardon, O mer- 
ciful God, our former Ingratitude; and 
grant that for the future we may have ſo 
lively a Senſe of thy Goodneſs and Forbear- 
ance, and Long ſuffering, as may effectually 
engage us 70 lay aſide every Weight, and the 
dn which doth ſo eaſily beſet us, and run with 
Patience the Race that is ſet before us. 
0 ftirengthen us with Might, by thy Holy 
Spirit in the inner Man, to ſubdue our e- 
vil and corrupt Inclinations, and, deny- 
ing our ſelves, to go on chearfully and with- 
out Interruption, in the narrow paths of 
Virtue and Religion. We know, O Lord, 
that it is good for us to hold ourſelves faft 
by God, and to put our Truſt in the Lord 
Cod; nay, that it is our only Happineſs: 
This <ve believe, O help thou our Unbelief! 

O O let 
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O let us hear thy loving Kindnej5 in thy 
Morning, for in thee is our Truſt, ſhew thy 
us the May that we ſhould walk in, for « 
lift up our Souls unto, thee. Feed us with FH 
convenient for us : Preſerve our going out and 
our coming in: Give thyholy Angels charg: 
over us to keep us in all-our Ways. Give 
us ſuch a Meaſure of Health as thou ſeeſt 
moſt fit for us: Enable us to be diligent 
in the Duties of our Calling: :Proſper thou 
the Work of our Hands upon us; O proſper 
Ibu our handy Work, Grant that we may 
always keep our Tongues from Evil, and our 
Lips that they ſpeak ng Guile ; and may put 
en, as the Eleft of God, Bowels of Merg, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meckneſs, 
Long-ſuffering, forbearing and forgiving out 
another. May we of this Family eſpe- 
cially, in the regular and uniform Dif- 
charge of our reſpective Duties, ever be «! 
Peace among ourſelves: May we ſeck the 
Things that make for our Peace, that the Gol 
of Love and Peace may be with us. — And 
let the awful Conſideration of the great 
and terrible Day of the Lord, when God 
foall judge the Secrets of Man by Feſus Chrij, 
jo influence our Thoughts, Words, and 
Actions; ſo incline us to eſcherw our qu 
 Iiickeaneſs, and to take heed to our vo 
1 that 
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Z that we may be accounted worthy to ſtand 
before the Sonof Man, and receive that great 
E Reward which He ſhall beſtow on hem 
© that diligently ſee him. 3 

= Hear us, O Lord, for thy loving Kindneſs 
is comfortable: Turn thee unto us, according 
ſo the Multitude of thy Mercies; and grant 
our Deſires and Petitions, not according 
to our Deſerts ; not. according to our 
cold Way of of asking; but according to 
& our great Wants, and thine infinitely 
nich Mercy in Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord: in 
= whoſe Name and Words, in behalf of 
E ourſelves, and of all our Friends, and of 
all thy ſervants, we moſt humbly and 
W heartily pray —— Our Father, &c. 


[O. Sundays, the following Paragraph may 
And now we are going to the Place of 

thy public Worſhip, let thy holy Spirit 
| aſſiſt us in the Duty we are about to per- 
form, and make us ſerious, attentive, and 
devout. Give us Grace to join in the 
d Prayers and Praiſes of thy Church, with 
„ We fervent and heavenly Affections; and 
d erant that we may hear thy Word with 
We great Humility, and with a full Reſolu- 
„don to do our 3 Let us ever eſteem 
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thou haſt reſerved for us hereafter, thio 


loft Prayers in the Daily Service, viz, Al. 


GREAT and \ glorious Lord God, thi 


our paſt Sins and Follies, which are more 
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it our Privilege and Happineſs to have: 
Day of Reſt ſet apart for thy Service, and 
the Concerns of our immortal Souls; and 
let us employ it to all thoſe holy Purpoſe, 
thou haſt appointed, whereby we may be 
the better fitted and prepared to celebrate 
that Sabbath of everlaſting Reſt, which 


Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord. Amen.] 


Then regd the Collect for the Day, au 
that for all Conditions of Men, out of i: 
Book of Common Prayer; and the tut 


mighty God who haſt given ns Grace, 
Sc. The Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


ws GE ERR 
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An Evening Prayer for a Family 


” high and lofty ene, that inbabiteſt Elter. 
nity; wepray thee ta look down from Heaven, 
the. Hebitation of thy Hulineſs and cf thy 
Glory, with an Eye of Pity and Com- 
paſſion, upon us vile and ſinful Creatures: 
Have Mercy upon us, O Lord after thy great 
Goodneſs, and for the Sake of thy elend 
Son in whom thou art «well pleaſed, forgive 


than 


q 
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than we can number, and the Puniſhment 


2 

due to them greater than we can bear. 
{WW Work in us, we humbly beſeech thee, a 
* MW ſincere Contrition for, and a perfect Ha- 
de tred of our Offences ; and let us not dai- 


[1y Confeſs, and yet as daily repeat them; 
but give us Grace effectually to refrain 
from every evil Way, and turn ourſelves 
C ſincerely to thee tbe Lord our God, our 
great and unwearied Benefactor, in cobö-m 
we live, move, and have our Being here, 
and upon whoſe Merey alone we depend 
for conſummate Happineſs, in that Eter- 
nty towards which we are haſtening. 
Suffer us not, O nertiful God, to fall 
into a careleſs and unconcerned State uf 
Mind, into Coldneſs and Indifference 
about the Things which 'belmg unto our 
everlaſting Peace; but grant, O Lord, that 


Ne may continually have engraven in our 
Hearts, a deep Senſe of the ineſtimable 


Value of the Prize that is ſet before us; 


end be thoroughly convinced that all our 
m-. Fains, all our Induſtry, and all our Might, 
es: ¶ ought to be exerted, in Co- operation with 
eat Why Grace, to make us Partakers of that 
vid Winconceivable and eternal Bleſſing. 

we O God, whoſe Providence watches dvr 


us for Good : O thou Shepherd of -Jſraz, 


who 
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who neither flumbereft nor ſleepeſt, defend in 
under thy Wings, and let us be ſafe undi 


thy Feathers, Keep us, we humbly pray 


thee, from all Evil and Miſchief, and 
from the Dread and Fear of them. Re: 
freſh us with comfortable Reſt and Sleep, 
which may the better fit us for the Duties 
of the Day following. We will lay our. 


ſelves down in Peace, and take our Rift, 


(truſting in thy Mercy, O Lord God on: 
potent, ) for it is thou Lord only that mak 


us dwell in Safety. And ſince we dwell in 
tbeſe Hoifes of Clay whoſe Foundation is in the 


Duft, make us ever mindful of that Time 


when we ſhall liedown in the Grave; and 
becauſe we know not the Hour of the Son 


of Man, give us Grace, that that Day may 
never. came upon us unawares, but that we 


may be always ready, like unto Men waiting 


for A 9 en that whether wwe live, ut 


may live unto the Lord, or whether we dit, 


we may die unto the Lord, that whether vr 
live or. die, we may be the Lord's. | 


[Here if Time permits, is to come in the ge- 
neral Interceſſion. P. 113] 


Acce pt, O Father of Mercies, and Gd 
of all Ret, our unfeigned Thanks 
tor * manifold Mercies vouchſafed uno 


US. 
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us: For our Life and Underſtanding; and 
& 7odandRaiment; ourHealthandStrength; 
and a other Things, which thou givgt us 
| richly to enjoy. We thank thee that we 
have dwelt this Day beneath the Defence of 
ibe moſt High, and abode under the Shadow 
> if the Almighty, by being preſerved from 
E thoſe Calamities to which theſe poor frail 
mortal Bodies of ours are continually lia- 
Z Joe, and from thoſe Puniſhments which 
are the juſt Rewards of our Sins. One Day 
; ww another, and one Night certifieth ano- 
Ver, that thy tender Mercies are over all 
Wy Works. What ſhall we render unto the 
Lord for all his Benzfits ?——©O grant that 
he Senſe of thy Goodnels may lead us to 
|. epentance ; and that we may not only offer 
Woe T banks and Praiſe, but alſo order our 
g Lonverſation aright; by walking in Holi- 
/ and Righteouſneſs before thee all the Days 
W our Life, that we may at the laſt ſee the. 
; [vation of God, for the Sake of Jeſus 
: hriſt our Lord, (the Fountain and Foun- 
Nation of all thy Mercies) for whom above 
Wl we defire to bleſs and praiſe thee, and 
W whoſe moſt bleſſed Name and Words 


de farther call upon thee, Aying, 
wr Father, Ec, oy ö 


C 
anks 


undo . [444 
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[Add this Paragraph on Sundays. 
O God we beſeech thee mercifully to 
receive thoſe Prayers, which we have this 
Day offered up to thee in the public Con. 
gregation; and have Compaſſion upon out 
Tnfrmities ; that our Blindneſs and Un- 
worthineſs may not deprive us of the Bleſ 
ſings we have prayed for. And grant, 
we beſeech thee, that we may in ſuch wile, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt what we 
have this Day heard or read, that by P. 
tience and Comfort of thy holy Word, ve 
may embrace and ever hold faſt th 
bleſſed Hope of everlaſting Life, which thou 
haſt given us in thy Son our Saviour, 
q eſus Chriſt. Amen.] 


The ALMIGHTY. GOD, who b 
a ſirong Tower and Caſtle, a Shield, ond 
Buckley to all them that truſt in him, t 
whom all Things in Heaven, in Earth, ani 
under the Earth do bow and obey, be nov 
and evermore our Defence Pry Refuge. 
Unto God's gracious Mercy and Pro- 
tection we moſt humbly commit ourſelves 
The Lord bleſs us and keep us: The Lit 
lift up. his Countenance upon us, and give u 
Peace, both now and evermore. Amer. 


FIN IS. 
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